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July 2022 
 

Commander 

 

 
Will Candelario 

 

“Commander’s Corner” 

 
Happy 4th of July! And welcome to the 2023 

Legion year. As we begin the new Legion year, 

please be sure to renew your membership with us 

as soon as possible. This helps the Legion in our 

continuing work of helping our fellow Veterans. 

You can also avoid getting our renewal reminder 

cards, helping us save the cost of postage (these 

days, every little bit helps). Remember that you 

can easily renew online at our Post website, 

evanstonpost42.com. 

 

I would like to inform you of an interesting 

development as far as our membership is 

concerned. Recently, our Legion neighbors to our 

south, Rogers Park Post 108, decided that their 

Post was no longer sustainable. They came to the 

difficult decision to close their Post, and to merge 

with us at Post 42. Approximately 53 members, or 

75% of their membership, are transferring into 

Post 42 with 5-year memberships as of July 1. I 

would like to take this opportunity to extend a 

warm welcome to our new Post members, and to 

invite them to stop by our Post and Clubroom. Post 

108 has also made a very generous monetary 

contribution to Post 42 as they closed out their 

financial accounts. I can say that this is greatly 

appreciated! 

 

We held our annual Post 42 elections at the June 

business meeting on June 4. New Officers were 

elected for the 2023 Legion year. Congratulations 

to all of our new Officers and thank you to all 

those who attended and voted. You will find the 

names of our new Officers, along with their 

contact information, at the back of this newsletter. 

Along with our own Post election, delegates from 

Post 42 attended the 1st Division Mini-Convention 

on Saturday, June 4 at Evergreen Park Post 854. 

New Division Officers were elected for the 2023 

Legion year. We will also be sending a delegation 

to the Department Convention, to be held in 

Springfield July 13-16, where the 2023 

Department Officers will be elected. I am honored 

to once again be heading up our Post delegation to 

Springfield. And last, but certainly not least, I am 

honored to announce that Post 42 Past 

Commander James Brusek was elected and sworn 

in as the new 7th District Commander for the 2023 

year. Congratulations Jim! 

 

Post 42 conducted our annual Memorial Day 

activities and observances with the help of many 

members of the Post. Service Officer Jim Farley 

and long-time Post 42 Legionnaire Gerry Romme 
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headed up our Poppy Day sales again this year. 

More than a dozen members helped with poppy 

sales, and more than $7,000 was collected for our 

Poppy fund. These funds go directly to helping 

Veterans in our community. On Saturday, May 28, 

about 2 dozen people came out to Memorial Park 

Cemetery in Skokie to help decorate Veterans 

gravesites with American flags. Members of the 

Legion, SAL Squadron 42, Boy Scouts and local 

citizens all turned out, and did a great job. Thanks 

to all those who helped us remember local 

Veterans.  

 

On Memorial Day, we conducted 2 separate 

ceremonies honoring America’s war dead. At 

0800, we conducted a ceremony at Memorial Park 

Cemetery. Special thanks to the Skokie Police 

Honor Guard for their assistance. Later, at 1030, 

we conducted the annual downtown Evanston 

Memorial Day ceremony, along with Snell VFW 

Post 7186. Afterward, Post 42 provided 

hospitality back at the Post. Thanks to all those 

who participated in these community events. 

 

This year Post 42 commemorated Flag Day by 

conducting a flag retirement ceremony, in 

conjunction with a scheduled burn by Canal 

Shores Golf Course, on Saturday, June 18. Dozens 

of unserviceable flags, turned in to us by 

community members, were honorably retired. 

Thanks go out to all those who helped in the 

collection of the flags, and with the retirement 

ceremony, especially Sgt-at-Arms Ed Sanderson 

and Post Chaplain Christine Candelario. 

 
 

Cmdr.Candelario & Sgt. at Arms Sanderson                        

 

 
           Cmdr. & Chaplain Candelario 

 

 
Legionnaires & community members at the Flag 

Retirement 

 

Looking ahead into the summer, we have some 

Post events coming up. On Sunday, August 14, we 

will once again be holding the Annual Legion 

Family picnic outside of the Post. ALL 

Legion/SAL family members and friends are 

invited. There will be family-friendly food and 

events. Please see further down in this issue for 

more details. 

 

Later that same week, the Post 42 Charitable 

Foundation will be hosting the 2nd Annual 

Charitable Golf Outing. Last year’s inaugural Golf 

Outing was a great success, raising more than 

$30,000! Many thanks to Foundation President 

Danny Bogojevich and the members of the 
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Foundation Board of Trustees for an outstanding 

job! We look forward to having even greater 

success this year. Please consider coming out to 

join us in supporting local Veterans on August 19. 

 

I want to close with a reminder to all to please be 

sure to get your renewal in as soon as possible. We 

want to start the new Legion year strong, and we 

need your help in making that happen! 

 

For God and Country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
David Madison 

SAL 

 

From Your SAL Commander 
 
As we all kick back a little and enjoy our summer 

with family and friends, we can reflect upon the 

past several months as well as look ahead to the 

fall. As the 2021-2022 membership ended our 

membership renewal and new membership 

applications rose slightly. We are still far below 

our pre-covid numbers, but I am confident that the 

efforts of our Vice Commander, Michael 

Cavanaugh and his membership committee will 

continue to move our membership numbers in the 

positive direction. 

 

We must also remember that it is not merely about 

numbers, but equally as important is effort. I ask 

that we stay committed to putting effort into our 

organization and its mission. With that in mind I 

would like to recognize a few members and their 

recent dedication to our priority: serving our Post 

and its efforts. 

 

Each year during Memorial Day weekend, the 

Post remembers our fallen heroes with 

remembrance ceremonies both at the cemetery and 

in downtown Evanston at the Fountain. This year 

I am pleased to announce that we had SAL 

participation at both. Thanks to John Sanders and 

his son Colton, for walking the graves at the 

cemetery and planting flags alongside with the 

Post 42 Legionnaires. With the help of new 

member Michael Tannen and his coordinated 

efforts with Jim Brusek we found 2 ETHS buglers, 

Paul Hletko and Vivian Steinke, for the playing of 

Taps, in honor of our fallen heroes. 

 

I ask each of you to take a moment and think about 

your upcoming commitments to your family, to 

your career and to your other obligations and find 

some time for the SAL. We meet once a month, on 

the 2nd Thursday of each month, at 6:00PM to 

remember our mission and for brief updates of 

upcoming events. Afterwards there will be live 

music and those that can are welcome to stay and 

listen as well as gather in the bar area to converse 

with SAL and Post members alike. 

 

Speaking of upcoming events, the SAL has 

volunteered to manage the Legion's Annual 

Pancake Breakfast this November. Due to the 

Covid Pandemic, this annual event was canceled 

in recent years, but it is back by popular demand! 

The pancake breakfast is not an easy event to 

manage, so we will need a lot of help leading up 

to and including the day of the breakfast. Of 

course, we also look forward to seeing as many of 

you as possible the day of the event! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Madison 

Commander, SAL Squadron 42 
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Chaplain Christine Candelario 

 
Greetings from the Chaplain’s Corner 

 
Hi All, 

 
Spring has passed us by and now summer is upon 

us. We have had some hot days already and more 

to come, I’m sure.  Please reach out to our Legion 

buddies and check on each other. If anyone is 

having heat related issues, please let me know.  

Remember to drink plenty of fluids, and 

reschedule activities to the morning or evening as 

opposed to midday. 

 

We had a small but nice turnout for our new 

members reception. 

 

 
Conversation with Post 42 members 

 
 

 
Meeting with the SAL Cmdr. Madison 

 
 

Memorial Day 2022 

 

Memorial Day activities this year started with 

planting flags out at Memorial Park Cemetery.  

We had a good turnout that included some of our 

SAL members and Scouts. 

 

 
Briefing by Jim Farley 
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SAL father and son 

 

Memorial Day Cemetery Service 
 

 
Flag folding by past Cmdrs. Greg Lisinski and Mike 

Carder. Narrated by Legionnaire Brian Beatty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then it was on to Fountain Square . . . 
 

 
 

Then it was back to the Post for some 

refreshments . . . 
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June is the month of the 1st Division Mini 

Convention in preparation for the 

Department of Illinois Convention in July. 
 

 

 
Finance Officer Joe Jefferson with  

7th District Cmdr Jan Lepinski 

 

I think this covers what’s been happening.  
 

God Bless All, 

Christine Candelario 

legionchaplainchristine@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

TEE-EM-UP 
 

Well, it’s time to prepare for our 2nd Annual 

Post 42 Golf Outing which will be held on 

August 19, 2022! The Save The Date and 

Registration Form can be found on pages 10 and 

11 of this newsletter…. 

 

We had an amazingly successful inaugural outing 

last year thanks to so many Volunteers and 

Sponsors.  

 

I am looking forward to an even better and more 

fun-filled outing this year!  We will be adding 

even more fun holes and other activities 

throughout the course and event. 

 

A couple of weeks ago, I drove the entire course 

and I was very impressed with the condition of  

 

Canal Shores. Kudos to Kemper Golf for the 

amazing work that they have done thus far.   The 

transformation is outstanding and I’m sure our 

golfers will be impressed.  

 

For us to be even more successful than last year, I 

am asking for your HELP in fundraising and in 

volunteering. In terms of volunteering, we have 

many areas where we need help, including setup 

of tents, tables, chairs, food buffet and general 

aesthetic scenarios, water distribution, 

registration, bartenders, golfer parking-lot pick-

up, clean-up and closing - to name a few. (I’m 

pretty sure I forgot some along the way!)  Please 

contact Dan B. danbogojevich@msn.com or Jim 

Brusek jmbrusek@gmail.com to participate and 

volunteer. 

 

As far as fundraising is concerned, please reach 

out to your family, friends, and business contacts 

for donations. If we each reach out to just 10 

friends or family, the results could be amazing!  

Remember, we are only successful if we ALL 

participate!  To facilitate giving, we have 

instituted a credit card square system, but if you 

prefer to send a check it should be made out to:   

POST 42 CHARITABLE FOUNDATION. 

Remember to mention to any donors that we are a 

501-C3, so their donation is fully deductible. FYI:  

Registering a Foursome is not deductible! 

 

We are also going to create an Honor Board 

where we will list the names and branch of service 

of family members or close friends who have 

served, or are currently serving, in any branch of 

our military. Please submit the name and branch 

of service to any Board Member or Foundation 

Trustee prior to 5 August so that we have plenty 

of time to add them to our Honor Board. I 

encourage all Comrades and especially SAL 

members to submit their family’s and friend’s 

names to be included on the Honor Board. 

 

This year we are expecting a full slate of golfers, 

so reserve your foursome early!  There will be 

numerous prizes and giveaways depending on 

how many donors we have. We will be serving a 

Lunch at the turn - compliments of “Jimmys Hot 

Dogs” at Grand and Pulaski in Chicago. Upon 

completion of the outing, Dinner will be served - 

mailto:legionchaplainchristine@gmail.com
mailto:danbogojevich@msn.com
mailto:jmbrusek@gmail.com
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sponsored in part by “Elmcrest Banquets” of 

Elmwood Park, IL.   

 

After being berated last year for not having a 

Bloody Mary Bar in the morning, and I still have 

the scars to prove it, I have taken corrective action 

and that deficiency will be corrected. So, 

CHEERS to all who will partake!!!  

 

TOGETHER, LET’S HAVE A GREAT TIME 

AND MAKE THIS THE MOST SUCCEFUL 

FUNDRAISER EVER! 

 

Hit ‘em straight and hit ‘em long!  

 

Dan Bogojevich 

President, Charitable Foundation 

 

 
 

 

JAMES FARLEY 
Service Officer 

 

Veteran Affairs 

 

Memorial Day Weekend Activities 
 

Grave Decoration at Memorial Park  

It has been a long-standing tradition that on the 

Saturday before Memorial Day Post 42 

coordinates a remembrance of all military veterans 

interred at the Dignity Memorial Park Cemetery. 

Several Post members together with many 

neighbors and a large contingent from our local 

Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts from Troop 3 and 

Pack 908, met on a bright sunny morning to place 

American flags on all the veteran’s graves.  

 

The Legionnaires organized several groups to 

cover entire area. The team placed over 1400 flags 

at all the veteran grave sites. By placing each flag 

in a solemn remembrance, we offered thanks for 

their service. The Dignity Memorial Park staff 

held a cookout for the team after the work was 

completed. 

 
 

Annual Poppy Sale and Fundraiser 
 

The members of the Post and SAL were busy 

during the week before Memorial Day. We 

had 12 Legionnaires and one member of the 

SAL out on the streets meeting with our 

neighbors passing out small red Poppies and 

taking donations. The members explained to 

the donors that the money collected is used to 

directly help veterans in need. 

 

Everyone knows that the Poppy is a symbol of 

remembrance of our fallen heroes. This 

symbol initiated many years ago, and remains 

relevant today. The people we met showed a 

readiness to engage the Post members with 

stories of the friends and family members who 

served. All the volunteers commented on the 

enjoyment of meeting with the public and 

receiving their generous donations. 

 

The Poppy Donations in 2022 far exceeded the 

donations of all prior years. The Team 
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collected over $6,000 to help vets in our 

community. 

 

Led by the all-time Champion of Poppy 

collections, Gerry Romme, the members spent 

many hours at local shopping areas.  
 

 
Gerry Romme “The Champion of Poppy Collections” 

 

GIFT AND ESTATE PLANNING  

FOR POST 42 AND THE FUTURE 

 

Have considered leaving a bequest to Post 42 as 

part of your estate plan? A gift or bequest to Post 

42 can have fantastic long-term benefits to 

veterans, service personnel and our community.  

There are so many activities and programs your 

Post 42 gift or bequest would support: helping 

veterans, visiting the sick, raising funds for the 

“Gifts to the Yanks” Program, sending parcels to 

our troops overseas, supporting Scouting in 

Evanston, helping to repair housing for needy 

homeowners, helping the community to remember 

its veterans through public ceremonies and public 

speaking, supporting Legion Programs and 

sponsoring Little League and American Legion 

Baseball. When we have large capital investment 

issues like boiler replacement, we would have 

resources to draw on.  

We have also created a 501(c)3 Charitable 

Foundation to be able to accept donations that are 

100% tax deductible.  This new Foundation will 

allow us to support veterans that need assistance 

as well as other organizations that provide similar 

support.  We just completed our 1st annual charity 

golf outing that was an outstanding success to start 

off the foundation. 

If you are interested, please contact your Attorney, 

and ask him to include us in your planning through 

a gift, will or codicil. You can also contact us for 

more information by e-mailing us at 

evanstonp42@gmail.com or by calling the Post 

Commander who is listed toward the end of this 

newsletter. 

 

 

Mike (Wojo) Wojciechowski 

Director 

 

Midwest Veterans Closet Donations. 

 

Post 42 received clothing and furniture donations 

from our contacts in Elmhurst, Skokie, and NW 

Chicago (Holy Child Jesus Parish) on Saturday 

June 18th. We rented a 26 ft moving van and 

collected several items of personal household 

goods and clothing and made the trip up to 

Midwest Veterans Closet in North 

Chicago.  Some were gently used, and some were 

brand new (medical bed, medical supplies). Post 

42 members Jim Brusek, Dan Bogojevich, Brian 

Ritz, Mike Wojciechowski and other volunteers 

assisted in delivering the items for storage or 

distribution to veterans, their families or active-

duty military. We typically coordinate these 

donations several times a year. Anyone wishing to 

donate feel free to contact Post 42 to coordinate 

picking up items on predesignated dates soon. 

 

Director Chris Meter Gets Engaged! 

 

Legionnaire and Post 42 Director Chris Meter 

(USMC, OIF I & II) recently proposed to his long-

time girlfriend Mandy Rinaldo. Chris & Mandy 

mailto:evanstonp42@gmail.com
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are avid bikers and got engaged at the St. Louis 

Falls located at Starved Rock State Park in 

Ottawa, Illinois. They plan to be married in 

September of 2023. 

 

Mandy Rinaldo & Chris Metter 

 

 

CLUBROOM NEWS 

Welcome to summer at Post 42. 

 

Everything is business as usual in the Club Room 

this summer with some new beers on tap like a 

grapefruit radler and a hazy IPA. We also have 

some new cider in cans from Eris that has been a 

big hit. 

 

The outside space officially opened on the July 4th 

weekend. Although there is no music this year, the 

patio bar will be open Thurs 5-10pm and 

Friday/Saturday 5-11pm. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you soon. 

 
Brett Hallongren 

Club Room Manager 

ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com. 

 

 

BY E-MAIL? Just send your e-mail address to: 

evanstonp42@gmail.com or danlmf@reagan.com 

and we will send it to you whenever we publish. 

mailto:ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com
mailto:evanstonp42@gmail.com
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Friday, August 19th, 2022 

Canal Shores Golf Course - 1030 Central St. Evanston, IL 60201 

-  

  

  

  

  

  

   

-   

-  
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-
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POST 42    DATES TO REMEMBER 2022 
PLEASE NOTE REVISED MEETING TIMES! 

Note: Some Dates are subject to change 

 
July 4             4th of July Parade Assembly begins 12:30 pm at starting 

point Parade at 2pm 

July 6     SAL Board Meeting 6:00 PM 

July 7              NO General Business Meeting 

July 13-16    America Legion State Convention Springfield IL 

July 14    SAL General Business Meeting 6:00 PM 

July 28     Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

August 3    SAL Board Meeting 6:00 PM 

August 4     General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward) 

August 11    SAL Business Meeting 6:00 PM 

August 19     Post 42- Golf Outing and American Legion Picnic 

August 25    Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

September 7            SAL Board Meeting 6:00 PM 

September 8            General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterword) 

September 8            United States Air Force Birthday  

September 14   SAL General Business Meeting 6:00 PM 

September 15   7th District Meeting 7:30 

September 8            SAL General Business Meeting 6:00 PM 

September TBD           2nd Annual Charitable Golf Outing 

September 21   7th District Meeting Morton Grove Post 134 7:30 PM 

September 22   Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM  

 

 
SHRAPNEL is a publication of Evanston Post 42, American Legion, all rights are reserved. 

 

2023 Legion Year Officers - Post 42 
Commander                            Will Candelario                               847-529-0137 

Senior Vice-Commander        Michael Carder                                708-990-3489                                      

Junior Vice-Commander        Mike Wojciechowski                       708-296-6688          

Adjutant                                  Joe Jefferson                                    312-339-0872 

Finance Officer                       VACANT                                         312-339-0872 

Service Officer                       James Farley                                    720-244-7241 

Sergeant at Arms                    Ed Sanderson                                   757-469-0558 

Chaplain                                  Christine Candelario                        773-685-5975 

Judge Advocate                      Greg Lisinski                                   847-309-8074 

Post Historian                         Michael Carder                                708-990-3489 

Past Commander                     James M Brusek                              773-263-4726            

SAL Commander                    David Madison                                312-953-6260 
  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  

Ian Darbyshire Chris Meter Christine Candelario Ed Sanderson Brian Ritz 

Director Emeritus Adam Kwieciwski 
 

Newsletter Editor: Dan Fleming 

Contributions are always welcome.  Contact Dan Fleming (847) 769-5242 or by e-mail at evanstonp42@gmail.com 


