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Oct 2021 
 

Commander 

 

 
 

“Commander’s Corner” 

 
Greetings all! As we head into the fall season, I 

want to take a moment to look back over the 

summer of 2021 with you. Just after our July issue 

of the Shrapnel was published, we celebrated the 

4th of July. While the City of Evanston decided to 

cancel the annual 4th of July parade, several 

members of Post 42, including me, decided to 

conduct our own parade. As Evanston’s largest 

Veteran’s organization, I believe that we have an 

obligation to commemorate our nation’s birthday, 

even if we must do it by ourselves. We marched 

down Central St. with flags and music from Green 

Bay Road back to Post 42. Even though this was 

an impromptu celebration, many passersby 

enthusiastically waved and cheered us on. We 

even had a nice write-up in the Evanston 

Roundtable.  

 
 
Later in July, Post 42 sent 3 delegates and 2 

alternates to Springfield for the annual 

Department of Illinois convention. Department 

elections were held, and other Department 

business was conducted. This year, Department 

also conducted its first American Legion Illini 

College, a 4-hour training course on Legion 

history and practices. I personally found the 

course informative and helpful. Department plans 

on continuing and expanding Illini College, so you 

may be hearing more about this course soon. 

 

 
Cmdr. Candelario, Past Cmdr. Brusek, Danny 

Bogojevich, & Joe Jefferson 
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August brought both emotional highs and lows for 

me personally. Although Chaplain Christine and I 

were married last year on July 4th, we were finally 

able to have our long-planned church wedding on 

August 15. We celebrated with about 125 family 

members and friends. We were very happy to have 

several fellow Legionnaires in attendance, and fun 

was had by all. Chris and I enjoyed a short 

honeymoon in Boston. Unfortunately, we arrived 

back in Chicago only to hear the sad news that one 

of our own, Matt Bukovac, had passed away in his 

home. Matt was an active member of Post 42, 

serving on the Board of Trustees of the Charitable 

Foundation at Post 42. Matt was a West Point 

graduate, and Desert Storm veteran. He will be 

greatly missed at Post 42. 

 

September brought us the Inaugural Post 42 

Charity Golf Outing on September 10. This event 

was sponsored by the Post 42 Charitable 

Foundation, and all proceeds will support the 

Foundation in its mission of supporting local 

Veterans. Danny Bogojevich, President of the 

Board of Trustees, was instrumental in creating 

both the vision for, and execution of, this great 

event. More than 100 golfers enjoyed a beautiful 

day of golf, followed by a great dinner of the patio, 

and live music that evening. The planning for next 

year’s outing has already begun. To Danny B. and 

his great crew that put this event together, a 

sincere and heartfelt CONGRATULATIONS! 

from me and everyone at Post 42. Outstanding 

work! 

 

Thanks to Brett Hallongren and Mike Hughes also 

are in order. Through their hard work, Post 42 had 

another summer of great outdoor music for our 

local community. These music events have helped 

with our outreach to the local community, helping 

to put Post 42 on the map locally. Over the past 2 

summers I have had many people tell me that 

before coming out for one of these shows, they had 

been unaware of Post 42’s presence. The proceeds 

from these shows will also help the Post continue 

our mission of “Veterans Helping Veterans.” 

 

Now, as we look forward to the changing season 

(fall is my favorite time of year), we must remain 

vigilant in following proper Covid protocols, as 

we will all be indoors more in the coming months. 

If you have yet to receive your Covid vaccination, 

I strongly urge you to consider scheduling it soon! 

As I write this, my brother Edgar, Army veteran 

and Desert Storm veteran, has been in the hospital, 

unconscious and on a ventilator, for the past 4 

weeks. Although urged many times by both me 

and Chaplain Christine, Ed continued to refuse to 

get vaccinated. Now we must wait to see what the 

outcome of his decision will be. Again, I 

STRONGLY urge you to get vaccinated. The 

return of colder weather, and probably more 

Covid, will also mean that we cannot yet make 

plans for many of our regular Legion events, such 

as the Pancake Breakfast or the Thanksgiving 

dinner for Lovell veterans. We will continue to 

have regular meetings for as long as possible. 

These are still held the first Thursday of the month 

at 1930 in the Post Hall. I look forward to seeing 

as many of you as possible at the Post. And as 

always, if you have any questions or concerns, 

please feel free to reach out and contact me or 

Chaplain Christine. Our contact info is located at 

the back of the Shrapnel. 

 

 

SAL 
 

Greetings from Squadron 42. As you may have 

heard, we have been very active over the last few 

months. In the last issue of The Shrapnel, we 

talked of elections, Post 42 Golf Outing, and the 

State Convention. How time flies. All those events 

are in the books, but one has some lasting effects. 

A new slate of officers has been submitted and 

will be voted on the next Squadron 42 meeting 

(October 6, 2021, 1930hrs).  I am excited to share 

with you that these members have stepped up to 

offer their expertise, experience, and time to the 

Squadron and to Post 42. Please join your fellow 

members at this meeting to share your thoughts, 

ideas but most importantly, vote.  

 

This is exciting because we get new perspectives, 

new ideas and hopefully, some interest from 

others to get involved. As we all know, this Post is 

unique. Not only because of where we are (a golf 

course is a pretty great place to call home) but who 

we are. We are loaded with talent and experience. 

We also have a great list of people who came 

before us—people who laid the groundwork for 
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where we are today. While we’ve had some issues, 

I think our successes far outweigh any “speed 

bumps” we may have encountered.  

 

As we near the Fall season, please consider how 

you can offer your gifts and talents to everyone at 

Post/Squadron 42. Please check out the calendar 

of events and plan to join us and your colleagues 

and friends at an event and contribute at our 

regular meetings.  

 

Finally - and on a personal note - over the last few 

months I have had the pleasure to assist our 

veterans. I have been to The Hines VA Hospital 

and to The Jesse Brown VA Medical Center and 

met some clinicians, doctors and most 

importantly, patients. While I am not a veteran, I 

was taken by the professionalism, compassion, 

and caring nature of those who care for our 

veterans (many of these medical staff are veterans 

themselves). I was filled with pride for these folks 

(medical staff and patients) as well as a level of 

satisfaction knowing these services are available 

and being utilized. If you know a veteran that may 

need or benefit from the American Legion, please 

contact Jim Farley (Post 42 Service Officer). 

 

I look forward to seeing you all at Post 42.  

 

Chris Mitchell  

SAL Squadron 42 

 

 

 
Chaplain Christine Candelario 

 
Greetings from the Chaplain’s Corner 

 
It’s hard to believe we are heading into fall with 

all the fall and winter holidays ahead of us!  Time 

for closet cleaning and donating those items we 

have outgrown since the pandemic for our 

homeless vets.  

 

Although we have the vaccine, we still need to be 

cautious and maintain our hand washing and mask 

wearing! We can’t let our guard down. There are 

those who haven’t had the vaccine and there 

are who have had the vaccine but still 

contracted Covid. We must protect each other, 

for we are our brother’s keeper. Please pray for 

those who are still fighting the war with Covid, 

including our Commander’s brother. For those 

unvaccinated who contract Covid, it is a long 

recovery process.  

 

Prayers are also needed for our late comrade Matt 

Bukovac who passed away over the summer. 

Please pray for him and his family. We can be 

thankful for the time we had him with us. 

 

Now for something on the lighter side, as many of 

you know, the Commander and I were married last 

year on the 4th of July. It was not the wedding we 

had planned. This year we were finally able to 

have the wedding we had planned. We kept to our 

patriotic theme of red, white, and blue, from the 

bows on the church pews to the centerpieces on 

the table and our cake. (Look closely). 

 

 
We had 3 priests officiate. We are TRULY married! 

 

 
See anything familiar? 
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Post 42 Members In Attendance 

 

 
A Good Time Was Held By All!! 

 

This Legion year I was honored to be appointed to 

be 7th District Chaplain. Have no fear my first 

allegiance is being Chaplain to Post 42. I was 

assured my District duties would not interfere with 

my Post 42 duties. 

 

Please have a safe holiday season. We have a lot 

to be thankful for. Please share your blessings with 

those veterans who may not have any. 

Remember to Thank God for all your blessings 

this holiday season. I’ll be remembering to thank 

God for the blessing of Post 42 in my life. 

 

Peace, Joy and Love, 

 

Chaplain Christine 

 

 

 

JAMES FARLEY 
Service Officer 

 

River Cruise Raffle 

Post member, Neil Franke, generously donated the 

use of his beautiful 40 ft. cabin cruiser, Kontiki, 

for a Chicago River and Lake Michigan excursion. 

The raffle was conducted in June and July and 

$860 was collected from all the participants. The 

drawing was held on July 4th and the winning 

ticket was drawn. John Powers, a current member 

of the Canal Shores Golf Course Association, was 

the lucky winner. In a very generous move, John 

declined the boat trip and asked that all the 

proceeds be given to the Post 42 Poppy fund. 

Thanks to John for his generosity. 

 

Veteran Honor Flights 

The Honor Flight Chicago has resumed flying 

veterans from WWII, Korean War and the 

Vietnam War to Washington DC. On August 18, 

2021, three WWII, 33 Korean War, and 76 

Vietnam War veterans traveled with us on a trip 

that was long anticipated and will be long 

remembered by all involved. 

In between brief outbursts of rain, these 112 

veterans enjoyed a performance by the Marine 

Corps Silent Drill Platoon, visits to the memorials 

built in tribute to their service, and the Udvar-

Hazy Air and Space Museum – all of the sights, 

sounds and experiences that we have grown 

accustomed to providing. 

The second flight was made on September 16th 

and the flight, on October 6th, will be the first all 

women veteran flight. There will be another flight 

on October 27. This is a fantastic volunteer 

opportunity. I guarantee you will not forget it. 
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GOLF OUTING 2021 

 

 

 

WOW- What a success!  On Friday 10 September 

we held our Post 42 Charitable Foundation’s 1st 

Annual Golf Outing at Canal Shores Golf Course. 

The event was amazing and even the weather 

cooperated fully with sunny skies and warm 

temperatures!  We had 101 golfers attend the 

outing. The support of the staff of Canal Shores 

was outstanding. Tony and his crew did not miss 

a beat in preparing the course, ensuring that we 

had adequate carts, putting out our hole sponsor 

signs, escorting the foursomes out to their 

respective starting holes and making sure that 

carts were identified for the players. A big 

THANK YOU to Tony and his Crew. 

 

 
A Look At The Many Attendees 

I don’t know what to say about our volunteers—

they were so responsive to tasks which needed to 

be done. Even though we had some glitches, they 

made it look seamless. Thanks to Marcello for 

providing coffee and donuts, it was the morning 

sugar and caffeine rush that we all needed! Set up 

was flawless and well organized.  Ladies, you 

were the best - Alisa, Vera, Christine, Karen and 

June - your performance showed that without you 

we would not have shined so bright!  The décor, 

the Honor tables, the delicious dinner set up, and 

your assistance at the registration table was 

extraordinary.  The “swag bags,” which you 

distributed, were well received with many thanks 

to our sponsor, SAL member Andrew Palomo of 

Pillar Financial Advisors. 

 

 
Past Commander Jim Brusek and Spouse June Macaverna 

 

A very special thanks to my committee including 

Jonathan Zivojnovic, Marcello Gulotta, Ricky 

Braglia, and of course Mr. Oversite - Jim Brusek.  

None of this would have been able to happen 

without your guidance and leadership. Your 

willingness and desire to enthusiastically offer in 

assisting our Post in this endeavor was priceless. 

Your energy and excitement were an inspiration 

for me to drive on!  Your colorful language, 

maybe too colorful at times, was quite 

encouraging.  In that light, I want to give a special 

thanks to my wife Alisa, who for the last 5 months 
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kept me grounded when nothing was going right, 

and it seemed that this might not happen. But, with 

the help of many friends, family, and Legion 

members we were indeed very successful. 

 

I would also like to thank Dan Fleming, Jim 

Farley, Joe (I’m always there to help) Jefferson, 

Cliff Pappas, Commander Will Candelario, Mike 

“Wojo” Wojciechowski, Bill Petty, and Chris 

Mitchell for their early morning assistance.  This 

stellar group of individuals are the core of keeping 

the post events running and it’s much appreciated. 

Thanks Guys! 

 

I must also extend my gratitude to other 

Foundation Board members Laurie Konarski and 

SAL Joe Romano, both of whose assistance in 

supporting the event and its follow-up was critical. 

 

Our 11am tee time went off without a hitch. Even 

the weather was about as good as anyone could 

have anticipated. The challenge holes had some 

pretty good golfers show their stuff, especially the 

“Closest to the Pin on Hole 13” – what a hoot!  We 

also had great success at the turn - thanks to Cliff 

and Chris’s great Brats and Dogs at Matt’s Place - 

in honor of our very own Captain Matthew 

Bukovac, who we recently lost.    

 

 
In Honor Of Capt Matt Bukovac 

 

 
Post Members Saluting the 13 Service Members Killed in 

Afghanistan 

 

 
In Honor Of the 13 Service Members Killed In Afghanistan 

and Capt Matt Bukovac 

 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention Hole 16 with 

our refreshments sponsored by the DUGOUT at 

Wrigley Field with assist by the charming Ashley 

& Rob!   

 

We had some great prizes, too, for longest drive 

men and women; closest to the pin men and 

women; and low score foursome. The Super Putt 

Competition was well-received, and winners 

walked away with $400!  In addition, we also had 

2 Split-the-Pot Boards - which sold out thanks to 

the generous participation of our golfers and 

guests! 
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Our after-outing dinner was plentiful and 

delicious!   We had so much food that many folks 

took doggie bags home to enjoy, and we even fed 

the Firehouse across the street!  Mmmm Good! 

 

In summary, I want to humbly thank all of our 

members, their wives, our sponsors, Canal Shores, 

and anyone I may have omitted, but especially our 

fun loving and energetic GOLFERS.  

 

Dan Bogojevich 

President 

Evanston Post 42 Charitable Foundation 

 

 

Veteran Affairs 

CPD Officer French 

 
On Wednesday, 11 Aug 21, Post members 

attended the Memorial Gathering for Chicago 

Police Department at Precinct 16 in honor of fallen 

CPD Officer Ella French.  This event was 

organized by Alderman Nick Sposato.  

 

 
Alderman Nick Spasoto and Dan Bogojevich 

 

Members from the Post included Jim Brusek, Dan 

Fleming, Clif Pappas, Dan and Alisa Bogojevich 

and Bill Petty.   

 

 

 
Post Members with CPD Officers 

 

The Solemn Service opened with prayers and an 

offering to stay vigilant in these times. Bagpipers 

played dirges as blue balloons released skyward. 

Supporters provided a strong presence with all 

ages represented & flags of support in abundance. 
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LEGION HONOR GUARD 
 

Evanston Post 42 is forming an Honor Guard. This 

team will represent Post 42 and its membership by 

participating in ceremonies, parades, and other 

events to promote and fulfill the American Legion 

mission of honoring all current and former 

members of the military. This is a role that 

requires commitment, practice, and dedication. 

You will represent not only Post 42, The 

American Legion, your country but also yourself 

and your service and the service of those you 

honor.   

 

There are some requirements and things to 

consider: 

 

*Willing to stand long periods of time 

 

*Physically capable of holding and operating a 

rifle, or willingness to learn 

 

*Practice will be required and is mandatory 

 

* You must be a Legionnaire or SAL member in 

good standing 

 

The uniform will be Legion cover, white short-

sleeve dress shirt (summer), white long-sleeve 

shirt (winter), black dress slacks, and Bates high 

gloss oxford shoe.  

 

For more information or to get involved, please 

contact Clif Pappas, Assistant Service Officer. He 

can be reached at clif.pappas@gmail.com or at-

(708) 336-0423. 

 

https://www.legion.org/stories/honor-guard 

 

 

CLUBROOM NEWS 

Welcome to Fall at Post 42! 

 

After a very busy summer we are winding down 

our outside events. Our last concert ends with a 

fundraiser for Santa for a Day on October 2nd. 

Everyone has had a lot of fun this summer and we 

are already in the planning stages for next year. 

 

We look forward to seeing you in the Clubroom 

soon. 

 
Brett Hallongren 

Club Room Manager 

ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com

mailto:clif.pappas@gmail.com
https://www.legion.org/stories/honor-guard
mailto:ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com
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POST 42    DATES TO REMEMBER 2022 

 

PLEASE NOTE REVISED MEETING TIMES! 

 

2021 

 

October 6   SAL General Business Meeting 7:30 PM 

October 7      General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward) 

October 13  United States Navy Birthday 

October 20            7th District Meeting 7:30 PM 

October 21            Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

October 31  Pancake Breakfast 

November 3         SAL General Business Meeting 7:30 PM 

November 4  First Division Meeting Franklin Park Post 974 

November 4   General Business Meeting 7:30 PM Food afterward 

November 10.           United States Marines Birthday 

November 11   Veterans Day Ceremonies Fountain Square 10:30   AM 

November 17    7th District Mtg Morton Grove Post 134 7:30 PM  

November 18    Board Meeting 7:30 PM  

December 1   SAL General Business Meeting 7:30 PM 

December 2    General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward) 

December 12    Post Christmas Party 

December 13   National Guard Birthday 

December 16    Board Meeting 7:30 PM  

 

2022 

 

January 5     SAL General Business Meeting 7:30 PM 

January 6     General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)   

January 13-22    Department Membership Caravan First 

December 20    United Space Force Birthday 

January 29     7th District Meeting at Morton Grove Post 134 @ 7:30 PM 

January 27     Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

February 2     SAL General Business Meeting 7:30 PM 

February 2      First Division Meeting Morton Grove Post 134 

February 3             General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward) 

February 13      Super Bowl Party 2:00 PM  

February 16      7th District Meeting at Evanston Post 42 @ 7:30 PM 

February 24      Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

March 2      SAL General Business Meeting 7:30 PM 

March 3       General Business Meeting 7:30 PM 
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March 13      St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef Dinner and Richard Huck     

Award Dinner  

March 16       7th District Meeting at Morton Grove Post 134 @ 7 PM 

March 24      Board Meeting 7:30 PM  

April 6      First Division Meeting Evergreen Park Post 854 

April 6      SAL General Business Meeting 7:30 PM 

April 7       General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward) 

April 20       7th District Meeting at Post 42 @ 7:30 PM 

April 28       Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

May 1       Rebuilding together Service Project 

May 4       SAL General Business Meeting 7:30 PM 

May 5       General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Post Everlasting - Food   

afterward:  Deadline for Post 42 Board Nominations) 

May 7      7th District Kentucky Derby Fundraiser Location TBD 

May 18       7th District Meeting at Morton Grove Post 134 @ 7:30 PM       

(Post Everlasting) 

May 21      Armed Forces Dinner–Hosted by First Division Location TBD 

May 22      Poppy Day Can pick-up, after 3PM 

May 26-30      Poppy Day Collection 

May 27       Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

May 28       Grave Decoration Day Memorial Park, meet at East lot, 9:00  

AM 

May 30      Memorial Day Ceremonies Memorial Park (East Lot) 8:00 AM 

Fountain Square 10:30 AM Refreshments served after              

ceremonies at the post 

June 1      SAL General Business Meeting 7:30 PM 

June 2       General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward) Election    

for 2023 Board to be held 

June 5       1st Division “Mini-Convention” Location TBA 

June 14      United States Army Birthday 

June 14       Flag Day – Flag Ceremony to Retire Tattered Flags 6:00 PM    

at Post 

June 15       7th District Meeting at Morton Grove @ 7:30 PM 

June 23       Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

July 4       4th of July Parade Assembly begins 12:30 pm at starting point  

Parade at 2pm 

July 6       NO SAL General Business Meeting 

July 7       NO General Business Meeting 

July 13-16      American Legion State Convention Springfield IL 

July 28       Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

August 3      SAL General Business Meeting 7:30 PM 

August 4     United States Coast Guard Birthday 
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August 4       General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward) 

August 14           Post 42American Legion Picnic  

August 25      Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

September 7     SAL General Business Meeting 7:30 PM 

September 8     United States Air Force Birthday 

September 8      General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterword) 

September TBD    2nd Annual Charitable Golf Outing 

September 21     7th District Meeting 7:30 

September 22     Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM  
 

 

Note: Some Dates are subject to change 
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SHRAPNEL is a publication of Evanston Post 42, American Legion, all rights are reserved. 

 

2022 Legion Year Officers - Post 42 
Commander   Will Candelario           847-529-0137 

Senior Vice-Commander Daniel M Fleming           847-769-5242                     

Junior Vice-Commander Chris Meter             815-382-9314 
Adjutant   Brian Ritz                                         708-743-8821 

Finance Officer Joe Jefferson         312-339-0872 

Service Officer James Farley         847-866-8486 

Sergeant at Arms      Ed Sanderson         757-469-0558 

Chaplain   Christine Candelario           773-685-5975 

Judge Advocate  Greg Lisinski            847-309-8074 

Post Historian   Mike Carder            708-990-0957 

Past Commander  James M Brusek                    773-263-4726            

SAL Commander  Vacant            
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Ian Darbyshire Anne Cooper Clifton Pappas Mike Woiciechowski  

Director Emeritus Adam Kwieciwski 
 

Newsletter Editor: Dan Fleming 

Contributions are always welcome.  Contact Dan Fleming (847) 769-5242 or by e-mail at evanstonp42@gmail.com 

 

 


