
1 

 

 
 

July 2021 
 

Commander 

 

 
 

“Commander’s Corner” 

 
Happy 4th of July! As we embark on the 2022 

American Legion year, I want to wish everyone in 

the Post 42 Family a safe and joyful holiday. 2021 

was certainly an eventful and memorable year. I 

want to thank everyone who worked hard 

throughout the past year to help Post 42 make it 

through the year. Whether you were able to attend 

Post meetings in person, volunteered in projects 

around the Post, or were simply able to stop by the 

Clubroom for a drink, your support was vital in 

helping us make it through the year together. Let’s 

all hope that 2022 will bring us some much-

needed return to normalcy. 

 

The June business meeting brought us our regular 

Post 42 Officers election. I’m honored to have 

been elected for another term as Post Commander 

and want to thank you for your trust and 

friendship. I will continue to work on your behalf 

for the good of Post 42, and the good of The 

Legion. 

 

A new Legion year means that it’s time once again 

for Membership renewals. Please remember that 

you can easily renew for the 2022 year by going 

to the Post’s webpage, Evanstonpost42.com, 

clicking the Menu tab, then clicking on 

Membership. Online renewal is quick, easy and 

safe. You can also renew while at the Clubroom – 

just ask your bartender for a renewal envelope. 

Post 42 will maintain our annual dues at $40 for 

the 2022 year. We are expecting that the 

Department of Illinois will increase dues by $5 

after the Department Convention later in July. If 

possible, please take advantage of the Legion’s  

5-year membership before the dues increase. You 

can lock in the $40 rate through 2027. 

 

Now that the warm summer weather has arrived, 

please be sure to come out for some great outdoor 

music entertainment at the Post. Most of you know 

that Post 42, in conjunction with Canal Shores 

Golf Club, began hosting outdoor music concerts 

last summer. The shows take place either on the 

patio right outside of the Post main entrance, or 

out on the open green space just south of the 

building. You can check the Post website for 

upcoming shows and ticket information. All of the 

concerts are set up so as to maintain social 

distancing, and food and beverages are available 

through contactless ordering. (Your food and 

drink will be brought directly to your table.) 

Again, check the website for more information. 
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Post 42 now has a not-for-profit, 501(c)3 

charitable foundation. This has been set up to help 

the Post in our fundraising efforts, so that we can 

increase our efforts at helping our fellow Veterans. 

The Foundation’s Board of Trustees has been 

elected by the Post Board, and Legionnaire Danny 

Bogojevich has been elected as President. The first 

fundraising event has already been scheduled. We 

will be hosting a golf outing at Canal Shores on 

Friday, September 10, 2021. Please see details 

further down in the Shrapnel. Participation is open 

to the public, and foursomes will be on a first 

come, first served basis. There will also be dinner 

available if you can’t make it for the golfing. I 

want to invite everyone to participate in this great 

fundraising event. 

 

I can honestly tell you that I am looking forward 

to the upcoming Legion year. There will be 

challenges, and also some fun. I am very fortunate 

to have the help and support of our Post Board, my 

beautiful wife Chaplain Christine, and all of you, 

my Fellow Legionnaires.  
 

 

SAL 

 
Greetings Squadron 42 members. With Squadron 

42 leadership changes, this SAL section of the 

Shrapnel will look a little different than issues 

past. First, I would like to recognize the work and 

accomplishments of Past Commander Kelly. His 

efforts to increase membership has led to record 

breaking (and record setting) membership 

numbers in the Squadron, District and State. We 

appreciate his service and contributions and wish 

him well. With that said, as your Adjutant, I have 

been asked to provide a SAL Squadron 42 update 

and provide some information on events.  

 

First, let me share some resources that I have 

found to be quite valuable. If you have not done 

so, please check out the SAL Detachment of 

Illinois site at https://il-sal.org/ as it is a great place 

to get information on not only the state officers but 

also events, benefits, and other associated 

resources. In addition, our Evanston Post 42 site 

https://evanstonpost42.com/ is an equally valuable 

place to get information on our Squadron as well 

as the American Legion Post, The Patio Bar at 

Post 42 and an events schedule.  

 

There are a couple of events coming up that may 

be of interest. The SAL 1st Division is sponsoring 

a White Sox outing. It is planned for the 1st of 

August and an RSVP is required by July 23. The 

proceeds benefit the 1st Division and American 

Legion Baseball. Please navigate to this link 

https://il-

sal.org/pdf/2021/Events/SAL_Sox_Fundraiser_L

egion_Baseball_2021.pdf   

to get more information and secure your spot. If 

we can get a contingent of members that would 

like to attend, we can discuss car pooling or other 

transportation options. (The Red Line has a stop at 

the White Sox stadium.) 

 

The 58th Annual Detachment Convention is 

scheduled for July 16-18, 2021. It will be held in 

Springfield, Illinois at the Wyndham City Centre. 

As your adjutant, The Detachment sent our 

Squadron a Call to the 58th Convention. Each 

Squadron in good standing may send 1 delegate 

and one alternate. In addition, we are entitled to 

send an additional delegate and alternate for each 

twenty-five (25) members. In short, if you, as a 

SAL Squadron member in good standing, have a 

desire to attend the annual convention please let 

me know. More information can be found at the 

Detachment of Illinois Convention website 

https://il-sal.org/convention/ or you can drop me a 

note and we can discuss. 

 

It is official! Squadron 42 will be holding regular, 

monthly, membership meetings. Please join your 

fellow members on the first Wednesday of every 

month. Our first meeting will be August 4th. One 

of the tasks we will accomplish at this meeting is 

a call for nominations for officers. You can refer 

to the handbook of the Sons of the American 

Legion to learn more about the roles, 

responsibilities, and duties. You can also seek out 

a standing officer in the SAL or American Legion 

to get a personalized perspective. Navigate here: 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legi

on/publications/75IA0221-SAL-Squadron-

Handbook.pdf and see page 4.  

 

https://il-sal.org/
https://evanstonpost42.com/
https://il-sal.org/pdf/2021/Events/SAL_Sox_Fundraiser_Legion_Baseball_2021.pdf
https://il-sal.org/pdf/2021/Events/SAL_Sox_Fundraiser_Legion_Baseball_2021.pdf
https://il-sal.org/pdf/2021/Events/SAL_Sox_Fundraiser_Legion_Baseball_2021.pdf
https://il-sal.org/convention/
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/75IA0221-SAL-Squadron-Handbook.pdf%20and%20see%20page%204
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/75IA0221-SAL-Squadron-Handbook.pdf%20and%20see%20page%204
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/75IA0221-SAL-Squadron-Handbook.pdf%20and%20see%20page%204
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On September 1, 2021 we will hold our election. I 

strongly encourage anyone who is interested to 

please read this handbook and consider a 

nomination. We are only as strong as what we 

invest in this organization. If you feel you can 

contribute to a leadership position or simply have 

a skill that you feel may assist in the success of the 

mission, please step up, make yourself heard and 

follow through.  After we establish our SAL 

Squadron 42 officers, we will hold monthly 

leadership meetings as well.  

 

Save the date! 1st Annual American Legion Post 

42 Golf Outing is scheduled for September 10th at 

Canal Shores. Let us show our support and have 

good Squadron representation.  

 

As you know, the Squadron’s main purpose is to 

support the Legion, so please join me and other 

members by doing just that. If you have a trade 

skill, gift or talent that can help us, please let us 

know. Volunteer for an event, visit our Legion 

Bar, take in a show on our patio, book a party in 

our club room, play a round of golf with our 

partner friends at Canal Shores. Get involved and 

help our post and squadron to continue to be a 

success. As noted, we will be holding annual 

elections soon. Your participation is the key to the 

success of Squadron 42 and our Post! 

Volunteering is an exceptional way for you to 

support our Squadron and our post. Thank you. 

 

Chris Mitchell 

Adjutant 

Squadron 42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Chaplain Christine Candelario 

 
Greetings from the Chaplain’s Corner 

 

Here comes summer! Chicago is open! There 

appears to be a light at the end of the tunnel.  Let’s 

not forget the lessons learned. We should still 

WASH OUR HANDS.  We still need to remember 

our homebound veterans. 

 

A group of us met at Memorial Park Cemetery the 

Saturday before Memorial Day to plant flags on 

veterans’ graves.  

 

 
 

 

On Memorial Day 

we went back to 

Memorial Park 

Cemetery for a 

brief ceremony. 
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Then it was on to Fountain Square.   

                            

 

The Commander and I did our part to help collect 

donations for the Poppy Fund. We tag teamed at 

our local Jewel. We each took an entrance.  It was 

a rewarding experience for us and for those who 

donated. It’s not hard. It just takes a bit of time. 

There is an old proverb: Many hands lighten the 

load.  

 

      
 

If we all help out a little bit we can accomplish 

great things. 

 

Summer brings another holiday, 4th of July. Be 

safe in your celebrations. Take a moment to reflect 

on the gifts our forefathers left for us and their 

sacrifices so that we may enjoy the freedom and 

democracy we now have. Remember in your 

prayers our current military members and their 

families as they work to share principles of 

democracy and freedom throughout the world in 

an effort for world peace. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be 

called Sons of God” (Mt.5, 9).  

 

4th of July is also the 1st Wedding Anniversary of 

Cmdr. Will and Chaplain Christine. Time sure 

flies when you’re having fun. I still enjoy showing 

off wedding pictures taken in our beautiful hall! 

God Bless You and Your Families, 

Chaplain Christine 
 

legionchaplainchristine@gmail.com. 

 
God Bless All, 

Christine Candelario 

   

 

 

 

JAMES FARLEY 
Service Officer 

 

Veteran Affairs 

 
Memorial Day Weekend Activities: 

 

Flag Placement at Dignity 

Memorial Park in Skokie 

On 29 May 2021 Post 42 collaborated with the 

Cemetery staff to place American flags on all 

veteran’s graves in the park. The volunteers placed 

over 1400 flags throughout the Cemetery. 

 

The event was planned and coordinated by Post 42 

members. The Post Boosters and Scout leaders 

supported the Legionnaires. We were happy to see 

mailto:legionchaplainchristine@gmail.com
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so many Scouts volunteer to help. We welcomed 

Scouts from Troop 3 and Cub Pack 903. 

 

We had an active-duty Marine in town who 

wanted to come out to help. She worked with the 

Cub scouts and her team covered a lot of territory. 

Before the scouts left, the Marine gathered them 

and related how much it meant to her to see the 

scouts paying their respects to veterans. She 

related her personal experience in losing a 

Comrade in action. The Scouts were mesmerized. 

It was very moving. 

 

Dignity Memorial Park staff purchased box 

lunches for the volunteers at the end of a 

worthwhile day. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Flag Raising Ceremony  

at Memorial Park 

Commander Wilfredo Candelario called the 

members to order at 8:00 hours on 31 May 

2021. He conducted the ceremony calling on 

the Skokie Police Department to perform the 

ceremonial flag raising. 

 

Following the National Anthem Piper Kevin 

Chapman played Grand Old Flag. CW2 (Ret. 

Brian Beatty and pat Commander Greg 

Lisinski performed the ceremonial flag folding 

with Mr. Beatty reciting from memory the 

significance of each fold of the flag.  

 

Chaplain Christine Candelario offered a 

prayer and Commander Candelario delivered 

his reflection on the meaning of Memorial 

Day. 

 

Bugler Sam Tannen played the “To the 

Colors”. A wreath was placed at the flagpole 

and The Skokie Police Honor Guard 

conducted the rifle salute. 

 

The Ceremony was concluded with Sam 

Tannen playing “Taps.” 

 

The ceremony was attended by many 

neighbors. All left with a better appreciation of 

the sacrifices given by veterans to protect our 

freedoms. 

 

 

Memorial Day Ceremony  

at Fountain Square 
 

Past Commander Greg Lisinski deserves the 

credit for another very well-attended 

Memorial Day event in downtown Evanston. 

Mr. Lisinski chaired the ceremony leading the 

group though singing the anthem. The 

audience was addressed by the Commanders 

of the Veteran organizations in town. Greg 

also introduced Cook County Commissioner 

Larry Suffredin and the newly elected Mayor 

of Evanston, Daniel Biss. Veteran 

organizations laid wreaths at the flagpole.  
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Each speaker shared their individual 

reflections on the meaning of Memorial Day. 

The speeches were concise, but all made 

salient points about the observance of this 

holiday. The meeting was concluded by a 

rousing singing of “God Bless America” by 

Gerry Romme. 

 

While an official attendance count is not 

available it was obvious this day attracted the 

largest audience, we have ever had for the 

event. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Gift of Giving 
 

In the last few months, Post 42 and several Board 

members and members, have volunteered their 

time and sometimes their own families 

possessions, for donation to Midwest Veterans 

Closet in North Chicago: 

 
     Midwest Veterans Closet 

     2323 Green Bay Road 

     North Chicago, IL 60064  

 

 
 

 
 

The last donation I was involved with, we had a 

22-foot U haul truck filled to the gills with 

furniture collected from 3 generous families. 

 

The Midwest Veterans Closet is run by Mary 

Carmody 
(Mary.Carmody@MidwestVeteransCloset.org). 
She and her group of volunteers, provide food and 

household items to those in need. The food 

donation lines are often 25+ cars long on certain 

days. Both Veterans and civilians benefit and are 

very thankful for whatever Veterans Closet is 

offering. 

 

This time I donated coats, pants, dresses, shoes, 

socks, ties, scarves, towels, boots, and suits that 

belonged to my deceased Aunt June and her 

husband Frank.  Thank you, Aunt June and 

Frank.  The picture shows just how much clothing 

and accessories she collected over decades. 

 

 

mailto:Mary.Carmody@MidwestVeteransCloset.org
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I felt honored to help those less fortunate. I will 

continue to help the Midwest Veterans Closet 

when possible. Feel free to contact the Post if you 

have furniture or household items you'd like to 

donate to a worthy cause. 

 

Mary, her volunteers, and the recipients thank you 

for your generosity.  

 

Michael Wojciechowski  

Jr Vice Post 42 

 

Sponsored Luncheons for Lovell 

Hospital Patients 

Post 42 has purchased gift cards that will be used 

to treat veterans that are confined at the James A. 

Lovell Federal Health Care Center. Because of the 

COVID restrictions, the staff at Lovell have been 

unable to entertain the vets in the usual ways. Our 

donation to the therapists working there will allow 

the patients to go out for lunch. They all will enjoy 

a break from the institution food. Because of all 

the generous donations collected in our Poppy 

Sale we can help. 

 

LEGION HONOR GUARD 
 

Evanston Post 42 is forming an Honor Guard. This 

team will represent Post 42 and its membership by 

participating in ceremonies, parades, and other 

events to promote and fulfill the American Legion 

mission of honoring all current and former 

members of the military. This is a role that 

requires commitment, practice, and dedication. 

You will represent not only Post 42, The 

American Legion, your country but also yourself 

and your service and the service of those you 

honor.   

 

There are some requirements and things to 

consider: 

• Willing to stand long periods of time 

• Physically capable of holding and 

operating a rifle, or willingness to learn 

• Practice will be required and is mandatory 

• You must be a Legionnaire or SAL 

member in good standing 

 

The uniform will be Legion cover, white, short-

sleeve dress shirt (summer), white long-sleeve 

(winter), black dress slacks, and Bates high gloss 

oxford shoe.  

 

For more information or to get involved, please 

contact Clif Pappas, Assistant Service Officer. He 

can be reached at clif.pappas@gmail.com or at-

(708) 336-0423. 

 

https://www.legion.org/stories/honor-guard 

 

CLUBROOM NEWS 

The summer is off to a flying start at Post 42. 

Check out our concert schedule at 

Post42Evanston.com. We have something for 

everyone including some Old Town School of 

Folk Music sponsored concerts to be announced 

soon. The Patio is open Tuesday – Saturday with 

food 5-9:30 PM and drinks 4-11 PM. Thursday 

through Saturday are usually ticketed music 

events with Tuesday and Wednesday just an open 

patio. 

If you haven’t visited the outside space lately, 

you’ll like the improvements. We have new 

furniture, a newly painted building (courtesy of 

Canal Shores), upgraded TVs, bathroom 

improvements, concrete repair and a multitude of 

other updates. 

The Clubroom is also coming back to life after a 

long season of COVID. We no longer have 

capacity limits and if you are fully vaccinated no 

mask is required. If you’re looking to book an 

event please contact us a couple months in 

advance -  we’re filling up fast. 

Happy Summer! 

Brett 

Brett Hallongren 

Club Room Manager 

ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com. 

 

 
 

mailto:clif.pappas@gmail.com
mailto:ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com


8 

 

 

EVANSTON POST 42  

CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
 

We are pleased to announce that Evanston Post 42 

now has a 501(c)3 Charitable Foundation!  This 

allows your Post to accept donations that are tax 

deductible to the donor. 

 

 

Fellow Legionnaires, 

 

Now that the world has opened up again, we, the 

new Post 42 Golf Committee, are proud to 

announce the First Annual Post 42 Golf Outing! 

The event will be held on Friday, September 10th 

at Canal Shores.  We are anticipating over 100 

golfers with numerous competitions and special 

events during the day.  Along with golf, there will 

also be activities after the event. Dinner will be 

provided for all golfers and, for those that are not 

playing golf, there is a dinner-only option for $50.  

 

In addition, there will be music on the patio after 

dinner for those who want to make a day of it, or 

who may want to invite friends to join us later.   

 

PLEASE share the attached information with your 

friends and family and ask them to sign up to play 

or maybe sponsor a hole. Sponsorship forms are 

attached. Hole sponsors will have a sign made 

with their name and/or company name. Signs are 

approximately the size of a yard sign. They will be 

prominently displayed at the tee boxes.  

 

There are two (2) types of sponsorship: General 

Sponsor ($100) and Premium Sponsor 

($250).  Premium Sponsors will receive special 

recognition during the day. Price for Individual 

golfers is $110 which includes: Golf, Golfcart, 

Lunch Ticket, and Dinner.  A foursome will be 

$440.  If you are not a player there will also be an  

option to sponsor an individual Vet or a foursome 

of Vets. We are looking forward to a fun filled day 

and evening!  Your support and participation will 

be greatly appreciated.   

 

We are also looking for, that dreadful word, 

VOLUNTEERS to assist us with registration and 

other duties throughout the day. If you wish to 

volunteer, please contact Jim Brusek to sign up.   

 

All proceeds from the outing will go to our newly 

formed Evanston Post 42 Charitable 

Foundation - which is a 501(c)3 Organization. 

The foundation will entertain suggestions from the 

membership that support veteran needs.  

 

We are looking forward to a fantastic day of 

golf and fun!  Please join us and don't forget to 

spread the word to friends and family!  We need 

your support to make it a fun, memorable, 

successful, and profitable day.  Remember - this is 

being done so that we can support those who 

answered the call when the nation needed 

them.  Thank you and see you on 9/10/21! 

 

Dan Bogojevich 

President, Board of Trustees 

Evanston Post 42 Charitable Foundation 
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SHRAPNEL is a publication of Evanston Post 42, American Legion, all rights are reserved. 

 

2020 Legion Year Officers - Post 42 
Commander   Will Candelario           847-529-0137 

Senior Vice-Commander Daniel M Fleming           847-769-5242                     

Junior Vice-Commander Chris Meter             815-382-9314 
Adjutant   Brian Ritz                                         708-743-8821 

Finance Officer Joe Jefferson         312-339-0872 

Service Officer James Farley         847-866-8486 

Sergeant at Arms      Vacant 

Chaplain   Christine Candelario           773-685-5975 

Judge Advocate  Greg Lisinski            847-309-8074 

Post Historian   Mike Carder            708-990-0957 

Past Commander  James M Brusek                    773-263-4726            

SAL Commander  Vacant             
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chris Meter Ian Darbyshire Anne Cooper Clifton Pappas Mike Woiciechowski 

Director Emeritus Adam Kwieciwski 
 

Newsletter Editor: Dan Fleming 

Contributions are always welcome.  Contact Dan Fleming (847) 769-5242 or by e-mail at evanstonp42@gmail.com 
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POST 42    DATES TO REMEMBER 2021 

 

PLEASE NOTE REVISED MEETING TIMES! 

 

2021 

 

 

July 4     4th of July Parade Assembly begins 12:30 PM at starting point  

Parade at 2 PM 

July 8     NO General Business Meeting 

July 22     Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

August 5     General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterward) 

August 15     Post 42 - Golf Outing and American Legion Picnic 

August 26    Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

September 2    General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterword) 

September 15   7th District Meeting 7:30 PM 

September 23   Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM  
 

 

Note: Some dates are subject to change 


