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July 2020 
 

Incoming Commander 
 

 
 

“Commander’s Corner” 
 
As we bring the 2020 Legion year to a close, 
I would like to take a moment to reflect on 
some of the highlights of this past year. 
After a lot of hard work by many people, we 
have been able to reach 100% membership 
again this year. It has been a difficult year 
with the Covid-19 pandemic and it has taken 
its toll on recruitment and retention. We 
have done better at recruitment vs. retention. 
At one point this past spring, we had 
recruited more than 50 new members to Post 
42, and yet, we were still short of last year’s 
membership number. This was because we 
were not getting our members to renew. 
Now, this was not solely a problem at Post 
42. We have seen the same thing happening 
at the District, Division and Department 
levels this past year. Unfortunately, Covid-

19 has prevented us from knocking on doors 
as we normally would. We have reached out 
to EVERY MEMBER on our membership 
rolls via telephone and/or email. We have 
found that we don’t have good, up to date 
contact information for many of our 
members. If you are reading this message, 
and HAVE NOT been contacted by 
someone from the Post, please be sure to 
stop by the Post to update your information 
and re-connect with your fellow 
Legionnaires. If you would prefer to contact 
us electronically, please feel free to reach 
out to us by phone, email, or our Facebook 
page, to make sure that we still have the 
correct information for you.  
 
If you know a fellow Post 42 Legionnaire, 
please check with them to find out if they 
are still in touch with the Post. We all need 
to make the effort to keep in touch with 
fellow Post 42 Legionnaires. Throughout 
April, members of Post 42 were making 
wellness check phone calls to the entire 
membership. Again, we had difficulty 
reaching many members due to out-dated or 
incomplete contact info. We cannot reach 
out to help our fellow Legionnaires if we 
can’t contact them! 
 
I want to take a moment to thank 
Commander James Brusek for his leadership 
of Post 42 these past 7 years.  The term of 
office is technically only 2 years. He has 
graciously stayed in office as we didn’t have 
anyone coming up through the chairs behind 
him. I have served one year as Jr. Vice 



2 
 

Commander, and one as Sr. Vice, rather than 
the normal 2 year terms in each office, to 
allow Commander Brusek to complete his 
term as Commander. The role as 
Commander has been called a second full-
time job by many, and Commander Brusek 
has done an outstanding job in a critical 
leadership role for the past 7 years. He will 
continue to serve Post 42 as Immediate Past 
Commander on our Board of Directors. I 
look forward to continuing to work with Jim 
Brusek, as he will continue to be both a 
mentor and advisor to me. Thanks, Jim! 
 
For this upcoming 2021 Legion year, 
starting July 1, 2020, I feel honored and am 
looking forward to serving Post 42 as your 
new Post Commander. 
 

Out Going Commander 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JAMES M BRUSEK 
 

“Commander’s Corner” 
 
Where has the time gone? It seems like it 
was only three months ago that I wrote my 
first article for the “Shrapnel.” But it was 
actually six years ago when I wrote that first 
article. 
 
A lot has happened in those six years! We 
have seen a lot of changes in those years. 
When I assumed the position of 
Commander, I was one of the youngest 
members on the BOD. We relied heavily on 
the US mail to get information out to the 
membership. Nobody thought of using 
Email. It just wasn’t needed! We were 
hemorrhaging cash, postage was increasing, 

printing letters, envelopes, raffle tickets and 
return envelopes were increasing in costs. 
Then getting people together to put 
everything in the envelopes and mail them 
out was getting more difficult. 
 
The mindset was that most activities were 
free, because we had to give back! We were 
operating in a make-believe world. The 
family picnic was a BIG money loser. 
The raffle alone was not taking in as much 
as it was paying out. The cost of food and 
liquor was increasing, but we were holding 
the line and losing our shirt. 
 
Some changes had to be made and some 
hard decisions came with those changes. Not 
everybody was ready to change, but it was 
inevitable. Change or go the way of the 
Wilmette and Skokie American Legion 
Posts. Not on my watch, and we started 
making hard decisions, not all of them 
making members happy. The BOD began to 
evolve; younger members began filling 
positions on the board. New ideas began to 
come alive and we slowly began to have 
budgets for functions and at a minimum we 
would take a break-even mentality, if not 
make a profit. The finance officer 
modernized the books and we began to put 
some badly needed funds into the Post. 
Email addresses were collected, and 
information began to go out to the 
membership quicker and two-way 
communications were getting better. The 
“Shrapnel” had a new editor and was being 
published quarterly with the majority of the 
copies going out via Email.  
 
We lost our long time, club manager and 
struggled for a few years until we 
interviewed and hired an Evanston resident 
and entrepreneur, that brought new eyes and 
ideas to our Post. The profitability of the bar 
and the room rentals brought additional 
capital into the Post, that allowed us to 
improve our facilities and get a positive cash 
flow. 
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That was the last six years……….. now 
once again, we are reinventing our Post. If 
you haven’t been up to the Post recently, 
stop by and be amazed! Many thanks go out 
to our club manager, Brett Halogren; 
Legionnaire’s, Bill Petty, Jim Farley, Neil 
Franke, Dan Fleming, Dan Bogojevich, 
Mike Wojciechowski; SAL Member’s, 
Dorval Reed, Jim Sampson, Chris Mitchell, 
Jamie Bike (Shadow), Joe Romano and non-
member’s, Bruce Peterson and Mitch 
Despinich and Mike Hughes. Because of 
these hard workers, we are prepared for the 
next couple of decades. 
 
All in all, I want to thank our Post 
membership for allowing me the honor of 
being your commander for the past six 
years. It has truly been my privilege to serve 
as your Commander. We have had our highs 
and lows, but through it all we are “The 
American Legion Family”. 
 
In August, we start a new Legion year, with 
new leadership, with new ideas and vim and 
vigor. I am sure that you all will give them 
the same support and trust that you granted 
me.  
 
THANK YOU! 
 
It isn’t the price you pay to be a member 
---------- 
It’s the price you paid to become eligible 
 
 

Post 42 in Action 
 
On Monday, 22 June 2020, members of Post 
42 provided 18 lunch meals for the Physical, 
Occupational and Speech therapists, 
certified therapy assistants, Rehab nurses, 
administrators and maintenance crew of 
Sheridan Village Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center, in Chicago.  
 
Assistant Service Officer Cliff Pappas & 
SAL Chris Mitchell initiated the idea that 
we (American Legion) should select a 
medical facility / nursing home and present 

them with a meal to thank them for being on 
the front lines with the current pandemic. 
We massaged the idea and fine-tuned a plan 
to use as a Segway talking with this type of 
facility to discover permanent resident 
patients that are honorably discharged 
veterans who qualify for the “Gifts to the 
Yanks that Gave” program. 
 
We pooled our finances, selected a facility 
and were granted a date for the luncheon. 
Cliff then purchased and prepared a 
wonderful meal. The menu consisted of 
spinach, tomatoes, red onion and cucumber 
salad with bacon and pecans; Cavatappi 
pasta with blanched asparagus, peas, grape 
tomatoes, roasted yellow pepper, shallot, 
fresh dill lightly tossed in lemon, garlic 
honey vinaigrette, ricotta Salata cheese and 
boneless skinless chicken breast on the side. 
 
On the day of the luncheon, Chris was 
unable to participate because of his 
employment. Cliff and I drove to Sheridan 
Village and met the Rehab therapists 
manager and staff outside to present the 
prepared meal. We were presented with a 
small gift of handmade protective face 
masks in addition to patriotic bandanas and 
a card expressing their gratitude for the 
gracious gesture. 
 
 

 
Cliff Pappas Asst Service Officer, Emily 
Sinnard (Speech Therapist/Dept Mgr), June 
Maccisverna, Physical Therapist, James 
Brusek Commander, Claudia Zelazko 
Physical Therapist Asst 
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Danny Banulos Physical Therapist Asst, 
Emily Sinnard Speech Therapist/Dept Mgr, 
Cliff Pappas Asst Service Officer, Claudia 
Zelazako Physical Therapist Asst, June 
Macchiaverna Physical Therapist 

 
Thank You note from Therapy Department 
 
 

 
Thank You note from Therapy Department 
 
 

 
DANIEL J KELLEY 
FROM YOUR SAL 

COMMANDER 
 
The last Legion year began with great 
promise and witnessed additional 
accomplishments for Squadron 42. Once 
again, we met and exceeded our 
membership goals and continued our 
charitable activities. 
 
Our membership achievements were 
recognized at the Detachment Convention 
held in Springfield last July. I am optimistic 
that the Squadron may receive another such 
award this year, but if that is the case it will 
be mailed rather than presented in 
Springfield. Charities supported by 
Squadron 42 included the Child Welfare 
Foundation, the SAL Scholarship Fund, Post 
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42, and the Poppy Fund. 
 
Unfortunately, the Wuhan Virus Pandemic, 
the executive orders issued by the Illinois 
Governor, and civil unrest and lawlessness 
have impacted all of us in recent weeks. 
Postponements and cancellations have 
become the order of the day. Beginning in 
March, Squadron, District, Division, and 
Detachment meetings have been canceled. 
There will not be a Detachment or National 
Convention this year. 
 
The annual hockey fundraising event (which 
benefits the National Emergency Fund) was 
canceled when the American Hockey 
League suspended its season. The annual 
fundraising event at Guaranteed Rate Field 
has not officially been canceled yet, but it 
seems unlikely to be held as scheduled in 
late July. While Canal Shores Golf Course 
has reopened, numerous restrictions have 
been imposed upon golfers. It is difficult to 
engage in any planning due to the 
uncertainty about the future. It seems highly 
unlikely that Squadron 42 will be able to 
host its annual golf outing this summer. For 
example, as of last week, motorized golf 
carts were not generally available for a 
majority of golfers. 
 
A series of smaller Memorial Day 
ceremonies were conducted this year. A 
number of Squadron members helped 
decorate veterans’ graves at Memorial Park 
Cemetery despite the absence of the Boy 
Scouts (due to social distancing concerns). 
Maybe we can meet at Fountain Square for 
Veterans’ Day in November. Maybe the 
canceled Poppy Sale can be held in the 
autumn. 
 
It is shameful that in some communities, 
memorials honoring American military 
veterans and national heroes have been 
vandalized. We must condemn these acts. It 
is doubly appalling that some of the young 
radicals seem entirely ignorant of basic 
American history. In their zeal to destroy or 
eradicate monuments, statutes of George 

Washington and Abraham Lincoln have 
been defaced. Of course, the American Flag 
has similarly been desecrated. The Legion 
Family needs to redouble its educational 
efforts to promote respect for the American 
Flag. 

The new fiscal year begins on July 1st, It is 
critical that you renew your membership 
promptly. We would prefer that you pay 
your dues by check. On line renewals are 
subject to a processing fee charged by a 
third party vendor. If you pay by check, the 
Squadron will receive more of the funds. Per 
Capita fees charged to the Squadron (by the 
American Legion, the National Sons of the 
American Legion, and the Detachment of 
Illinois) have increased. We are laboring to 
avoid any increase in Squadron dues by 
better management practices. 
 
The Club Room will be strictly enforcing 
membership compliance. If you do not have 
a current and up to date membership card, 
you will be charged full price for beverages 
and not receive a member’s discounted 
price. Such practices are already the norm at 
many other American Legion Posts. It will 
be the new procedure at Post 42 soon. The 
SAL does not manage the Club Room. The 
Legionnaires on the Executive Board and 
their Bar Committee do. 
 
Since the Post closed in mid-March, the 
Squadron has been holding its meetings 
remotely on line. Let’s hope that someday in 
the not too distant future that we will all be 
able to assemble at the Post again. Finally, I 
want to welcome the new American Legion 
Post 42 Commander Will Candelario. 
 

 
Chaplain Christine Chevlin 
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Greetings from the Chaplain’s 

Corner 
 
Thanks to Covid-19 we haven’t been able to 
be together. Rest assured I have remembered 
all of you in my prayers. We have all 
learned different ways of being “together”.  I 
hope that our last issue of The Shrapnel was 
helpful in staying connected spiritually. 
 
In spite of Covid-19 we had a nice turnout at 
Memorial Park Cemetery to place flags at 
the graves of our fallen comrades so they 
would not be forgotten. 

                        

 
 
Our SVC Candelario and myself made some 
wellness calls. If we didn’t talk to you, we 
tried to leave messages. Please be sure to 
update your current contact information with 
the Adjutant for future communication 
attempts. We found many disconnected 
numbers and/or incorrect numbers. 
 

Remember the following members, who 
have gone on to Post Everlasting, and their 
families in your prayers: Past Commander 
Dino Tonelli, Robert “Bobbie” Weiss, & 
Alexander “Sandy” Lamberg. Please also 
pray for long time Post 42 supporter, Heckie 
Powell. 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing you all as 
soon as we are able. 
 
Chaplain Christine 
 

 

 
  
 
 

 

JAMES FARLEY 
Service Officer 

 
Veteran Affairs 

 
Annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner at Post 42 

We will be hosting Lovell hospital patients 
and their care givers again this year to help 
celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday. On 
11/22 the Post will prepare and serve a 
Turkey Dinner with all the trimmings for 
our guests. This event is financed by the 
Post and the volunteers will be Post 
members, Scouts and other Post Boosters. In 
addition to a fantastic Dinner we will have 
professional entertainers making the day a 
fun time. 
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Virtual Poppy Fundraiser 

 

Every year around Memorial Day you will 
see members of the Evanston Post 42 
passing out the commemorative Poppies 
made by the Legion. As you know the 
donations you make go directly to helping 
needy veterans in our community. 

Unfortunately, this year because of the 
COVID 19 virus, we are unable to be on the 
street corners thanking our supporters face 
to face. As you can assume, the need is 
greater this year. We would like to be able to 
provide the same level of help for our Vets. 

Would you consider making a small 
donation through our Post web site to our 
Veteran’s relief Poppy Fund? Suggest $5 or 
$10, but anything you can give will help. 

 When we are able to open our Legion Club 
Room, please stop by we will have a Poppy 
for your lapel 

Please access our web site donation page by 
clicking on the link below. 
 
http://post42.clients.peoplevine.com/fundraise
r/121 
 

Memorial Day 
By 

Michael Wojciechowski 
 
Memorial Day for me has a special 
significance especially being a veteran 
myself.  It's the one day a year we need to 
remember our fallen veterans.  While it 
doesn't matter how they have passed we 
must remember and honor them.  
 
In my particular experience, my father had 7 
brothers and sisters.  He actually had a twin 
brother.   My dad was a pretty sharp 
cookie.  MIT offered him a scholarship.  But 
he asked "What about my brother? "   They 
replied, "We're only interested in you." "No 
thanks" 
 

He and my uncle enlisted in the Army. My 
dad eventually is recruited as radar 
technician because of his aptitude 
scores.  My uncle was at a different base. 
After the Sullivan brothers’ ship sinking the 
law was passed preventing siblings from 
being in the same unit or branch.  They both 
respectfully requested transfer to my dads 
radar unit and it was approved on the basis it 
was a non-combat unit. 
 
They saw duty in Italy, France and 
Germany.  They even helped out at one of 
the concentration camps, a horrible sight 
indeed.  
 
They returned home, stationed at Ft 
Sheridan. My uncle was anxious to cone 
back to his family and my dad stayed to 
receive his medals. Only last year I found 
paperwork that my dad was awarded a 
bronze star for having been attached to his 
unit in 5 campaigns.  
 
Honor, Respect and Duty. A job well done. 
RIP to my personal hero’s. 
 
 

 
Ervin and Lenard Wojciechowski 
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Michael Wojciechowski & Erwin 

Wojciechowski 
 
 

 
Lenard & Erwin Wojciechowski 

Robert (Bobbie) Weis 
1934-2020 

It is with great sadness that we report the 
passing of Bobbie Weiss.  Bobbie was a 
fixture at the Post participating in every 
event.  At this time, we do not have any 
other information but will notify everyone 
when we do. The following is a note from 
his daughter Nancy: 

I wanted to thank you ALL for your 
friendship with DAD.  He loved and 
respected all.  Remember when you would 
tell Dad to have a good day? He always said 
“you have a better one.”  And to all of Dad’s 
sweethearts, he made each of us feel like the 
only one!  But there were so many od us!  I 
am sure Dad is making friends in Heaven.  
Dad loved his mother Alvina deeply and he 
was the first sweetheart and did great job 
teaching Dad to handle the ladies.  Cheers to 
you Dad! Now we will all toast to the 
legion: Bob Weis  
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Post Membership 

Evanston Post 42 Surpasses 2019-2020 
Membership Goal 

Evanston Post 42 ended the current legion 
year (close of books is June 19) at 102.8%; 
one of only two posts in the 7th District to 
reach its membership goal.  This makes the 
second consecutive year that Post 42 has 
met its target. It is a trend that we are 
committed to continue.  With more than 330 
members as of this writing the challenge 
will be formidable and will require a strong 
push from all concerned.   

As the baton is being passed to the new 
Adjutant, Brian Ritz, I encourage everyone 
to support the new command staff as we 
carry forward our mission. 

Greg Wilson 
Post Adjutant 

CLUBROOM NEWS 

We’re certainly living through some strange 
times. We are however seeing a bit of light 
at the end of the tunnel as infections go 
down and we can open back up again.  

We launched the 2020 Post 42 Patio season 
on June 29th. With Chicken Bone as our 
Saturday band we sold out our available 
seating in a matter of hours. Everyone had a 
great time in spite of the rain. We plan on 
having bands every Friday and Saturday 
with tickets/reservations required. We 
unfortunately cannot accommodate walk-
ins. The rest of the week seating is first 
come first served. Social distancing and 
masks are a requirement and movement 
from your space is restricted. We have some 
rules you can check out on the new Post 42 
Patio website at Post42Patio.com . You’ll 

also find hours of operation and the list of 
bands as well as general helpful information. 

June 25th was our first day open upstairs. We 
have social distancing in place and are 
utilizing the space in the rental room. Masks 
are required to enter and when not 
drinking/eating.  We can have a maximum 
of 50 people upstairs at a time. You’ll also 
find some big changes to the 2nd floor as a 
whole. We have spent our down time 
replacing the entryway, repainting, replacing 
the rental room floor, and redoing the 
kitchen. You may walk in and ask yourself 
if you’re in the right place. Don’t worry, it’s 
still Post 42 and a great place to be. 

Although many have helped with the 
renovation, we owe Bill Petty a huge thank 
you. He has been working tirelessly every 
day to get things done. Also, a big thank you 
to The Commander, Jim F., Dorval, Dan F., 
Kathy, Dan B., Jim S., and other people that 
my tired brain is forgetting to mention at the 
moment. We have had many step up to 
donate time to help the project along. 

See you at Post 42 

Brett Hallongren 
Club Room Manager 
ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com.	

 
 
BY E-MAIL? Just send your e-mail address 
to: evanstonp42@gmail.com or 
danlmf@reagan.com and we will send it to 
you whenever we publish. 
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SHRAPNEL is a publication of Evanston Post 42, American Legion, all rights are reserved. 
 

2020 Legion Year Officers - Post 42 
Commander   Will Candelario           847-529-0137 
Senior Vice-Commander Vacant                       
Junior Vice-Commander Frank Lanzararotta		 	 										773-503-0216	
Adjutant   Brian Ritz                                         708-743-8821 
Finance Officer Joe Jefferson         312-339-0872 
Service Officer James Farley         847-866-8486 
Sergeant at Arms      David Hurwitz         323-518-3159 
Chaplain   Christine Chevlin           773-685-5975 
Judge Advocate  Greg Lisinski            847-309-8074 
Post Historian   Mike Carder            708-990-0957 
Past Commander  James M Brusek                    773-263-4726            
SAL Commander  Daniel Kelley            847-226-3652 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Mike Woiciechowski Chris Meter Ian Darbyshire Anne Cooper Cliff Pappas 
 
Newsletter Editor: Dan Fleming 
Contributions are always welcome.  Contact Dan Fleming (847) 769-5242 or by e-mail at evanstonp42@gmail.com 
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POST 42    DATES TO REMEMBER 2020 
 

PLEASE NOTE REVISED MEETING TIMES! 
 

2020 
 

 
July 4 4th of July Parade Cancelled 
July 4   Candelario & Chevlin Nuptials 
July 7-11 Dept DEC & Convention Springfield Illinois Cancelled 
July 23 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
August 2 Squadron 42 SAL Golf Outing 

Post 42 Family Picnic 12:00PM 
August 6 General Business Meeting 7:30 (Food Afterword) 
August 19   7th District Meeting 7:30PM 
August 27 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
September 3 General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterword) 
September 16 7th District Meeting 7:30 
September 24 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM  
 
 

Note: Some Dates are subject to change 


