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JAMES M BRUSEK 
 

“Commander’s Corner” 
 

Serving Veterans – Mentoring Youth 
Supporting our Community 

 
From your Post Officers and Board of 
Directors, we wish our American Legion 
Family, a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year. 
We also wish everybody a successful new 
decade! 
 
We missed attaining 100% membership by 
years end, this year. Not because we were 
not recruiting new members or getting 
transfers from out of state, other Posts or 
from the state of Illinois holding company. 
We missed our opportunity because of 
members not renewing in a timely manner. 
At a recent 1st Division meeting, it was 
reported that out of 55 American Legion 
Departments, Illinois ranked fifth in 
recruiting, but forty fifth in retaining 
members. We need to maintain our 
membership as well as grow our 
membership. It should be easier to keep a 

member than to recruit a new one. 
Membership is the lifeblood of any 
organization, and if everybody would assist 
in helping a member renew or enlist just one 
member, our Post would become larger and 
stronger in our efforts to support the four 
pillars of the American Legion. 
 
“It isn’t the price you pay to be a member 

---------- 
It’s the price you paid to become eligible” 
 
National Museum of the U.S. Army 

to open in June 2020 
 

Fort Belvoir, VA.    The National Museum 
of the United States Army will open to the 
public on June 4th, 2020. It will be the first 
and only museum to tell the 244-year history 
of the U. S. Army in its entirety. Now under 
construction on a publicly accessible area of 
Fort Belvoir, Virginia, admission to the 
museum will be free to the public. 
 
The museum will tell the Army’s story 
through Soldier stories. The narrative begins 
with the earliest militias and continues to the 
present day. 
 
The army will own and operate the museum 
364 days a year (closed December 25th). 
More information on ticketing will be 
available in early 2020. For more 
information, visit the museum’s website at 
http://www.theNMSA.org.  
 
 
 

Shrapnel January 2020 
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DANIEL J KELLEY 
FROM YOUR SAL 

COMMANDER 
 
I attended the Winter Detachment Executive 
Committee Meeting held at American 
Legion Post #569 in Milan, Illinois. I 
represented the 7th  District in my capacity 
as Senior Vice Commander. Milan is located 
next to Moline in the Quad Cities area. 
While I was there, I accepted two #1 pins on 
behalf of the 7th District.  

The 7th District was recognized as being 
first in membership percentage in the entire 
1st Division. In no small part this is due to 
the membership activities of our own 
Squadron that ranks first in our District. It is 
doubly impressive when one considers that 
there are only four Squadrons in the entire 
7th whereas the 8th District has thirteen 
Squadrons and the 9th District has nine 
Squadrons from which to recruit members.  

Based upon the latest Detachment 
membership report, Squadron 42 needs only 
nine more paid members to reach 100%. Ten 
more membership cards would establish a 
new “All-Time High.” Late notices will be 
issued to all unpaid members in January 
who have failed to renew. Membership dues 
for the 2020 Fiscal Year were payable on 
July 1, 2019, so no delinquent member can 
legitimately claim that he has not had 
enough time to renew. Those who are 
unpaid as of January 31st will be suspended 
and they will forfeit their membership 
benefits until reinstated.  

In coming weeks, the Preambles to 
Constitutions of the American Legion and 

the Sons of the American Legion, which are 
recited at all official meetings, will be 
revised to reflect changes occasioned by 
President Trump signing the Legion Act into 
law. As soon as the new text is formally 
approved, you will be informed. The current 
Preamble is printed on the reverse side of 
your membership card.  

Effective on July 1, 2020, per capita 
membership dues are scheduled to increase 
by six dollars. Three dollars of the increase 
will be allotted to the National Headquarters 
and the remaining three dollars will be used 
by the Detachment of Illinois. The Squadron 
Executive Board will discuss how to 
implement this change locally in the coming 
months. A more detailed explanation of the 
increase has been posted on the bulletin 
board inside the cloak room of the Post. 
Read it if you are interested. It has been 
years since the per capita amount payable to 
the National and the Detachment was 
increased.  

While Illinois Cannabis Regulation and Tax 
Act becomes effective on January 1, 2020, 
this does not permit public smoking in any 
public place that currently prohibits 
smoking. This includes smoking indoors or 
immediately outside of such public venues. 
This also applies to American Legion Post 
42. Don’t do something stupid and 
jeopardize your good standing at the Post. 
Take it somewhere else.  

Within the 1st Division, the planned 
sporting event fundraisers are still going to 
be held to benefit the National Emergency 
Fund (Chicago Wolves hockey game) in 
April and the American Legion Baseball 
Tournament (Chicago White Sox game) in 
July. One interesting new proposal is that 
the Division is planning to sponsor a picnic 
to be held on the grounds of Cantigny in Du 
Page County, which is the home of the 1st 

Division Museum and the former estate of 
the late Colonel Robert R. McCormick, the 
one time publisher of The Chicago Tribune. 
As soon as more details become available, I 
will let you know.  



3 
  

I want to thank everyone who expressed 
their sympathies concerning my mother’s 
recent death. After a five year battle, Carol 
succumbed to cancer in November. I have 
been absent from a number of Post events 
since she was hospitalized in October. It has 
not been easy and there are going to be more 
details to be attended to in terms of settling 
her estate. Thank you for your continued 
patience and support.  

Greetings from the Chaplain’s 
Corner 

 
Chaplain Christine Chevlin 

 
Welcome back from the holidays of 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Hanukah and New 
Year’s Day. Hope you found time to reflect 
on the true meaning of the holidays and this 
finds you refreshed. 
 
November we hosted a Thanksgiving Dinner 
for Lovell veterans. It was nice to host a 
dinner of thanksgiving & sharing with our 
fellow veterans. Isn’t that what it’s really all 
about? 

 

                

 

  
 
Good times were had by all at the Post 42 
Holiday Party.  
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Post 42 received a special proclamation 
from Evanston Mayor Haggerty in honor of 
our 100th Anniversary at our Holiday Party.                      

 
 
As we enter the “long” months of winter let 
us remember to keep the spirit of the season 
alive. All the gifts of the earth and all the 
talents we possess come from God. How we 
use them in faith and gratitude defines our 
stewardship. 
 
Finally my friends remember in your prayers 
Margaret Ketterer Lisinski, wife of 
Legionnaire Greg Lisinski Also Legionnaire 
James A. Coleman who transferred to Post 
Everlasting. He was a member of Evanston 
Post 42. He was the uncle of SAL member 
Robert J. Kacynski. Remember them and 
their families.  
 
God Bless All, 
Chaplain Christine 
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JAMES FARLEY 
Service Officer 

 
Veteran Affairs 

 
JAMES A LOVELL VA Federal Health Care 

Center 
 
Post 42 works with the staff at the Lovell 
facility to support the many activities planned. 
This Season the Legionnaires have donated 
funds to purchase refreshments for the patients. 
There have been several stops at area Dunkin 
Donut shops. Always a big favorite on a road 
trip.  
 

Homeless Veteran Clothing Collection 
 
The Post 42 Board would like to send out a big 
THANK YOU! to our Legionnaires and 
neighbors for supporting our annual clothing 
drive. Because of the generosity shown by our 
membership and their families we were able to 
send two full truckloads of warm clothes to the 
Jesse Brown VA facility downtown. With 
Winter coming these donations will be put to 
good use. 

 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner at Post 42 

 
As we have done in past years, the members of 
Post 42 hosted our colleagues from the Lovell 
Hospital. With the able assistance from our 
Scouts and leaders and parents from Troop 4 
and Troop 916 with Cub Scouts from Pack 903, 
we served 38 veterans to a full sit-down 
Thanksgiving dinner.  
 

The hospital patients were entertained by terrific 
musicians, Pat Plunkett and Charlie Walden.  
 
We served a Turkey Dinner with all the 
trimmings: mashed potatoes and herb gravy, 
sweet potato casserole, bread stuffing with 
cranberries. Desert followed: pumpkin pie with 
whipped cream, cookies.  
 
Thanks to Bennison’s Bakery and Kauffman’s 
Bagel Bakery. These local businesses donated 
many delicious products to make our dinner 
complete. 
 

An Open Letter From a Fellow 
Legionnaire 

 
Fellow Legionnaires: 
 
I have been a member of Post 42 for just over 
one year now.  It has been an honor getting to 
know many new friends here and re-connecting 
with friends from the past!  Prior, I had been a 
member of Post 556 Catigny in Wheaton, IL  for 
over 17 years.  
 
My reason for moving was that I wanted to get 
involved with a more active community and 
Veteran focused Post.  I was favorably 
impressed with Post 42's Calendar of Events and 
Veteran activities. The programs seem 
aggressive, focused, and very Veteran oriented.  
The work that Post 42 does for the community 
(City of Evanston; Boy Scouts; Lovell Health 
Center; VA Hospital; etc.) is admirable and 
members are to be commended. 
 
That being said, I would like to point out some 
observations from a fresh pair of eyes and ears.  
As we all know, the longer you are the "frog in 
the frying pan" the more comfortable and 
complacent you can get with a less than 
acceptable situation.  Sometimes we all need a 
new perspective and an outside viewpoint to 
help clear the air and improve focus.  The intent 
of this letter is NOT to be critical, but rather to 
be constructive and, perhaps, to open some 
further dialogue.  I will gladly make myself 
available to the Board, as well as to other 
members, for further discussion in the spirit of 
improvement! 
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Observation number 1:  The camaraderie and 
spirit of jovial interaction is essential and we 
seem to have that down solid!  The interaction 
between members and guests is also 
exceptional.  However, at times the focus seems 
to be more around the consumption of spirits 
and not necessarily our dedicated mission of 
service.  As not to sound holier than thou, I am 
always ready to have a few, and have enjoyed 
many laughs together with members and their 
guests over the course of this past year!  With 
that said, I do think that transferring some of 
that same spirit and energy into our mission 
would make us a stronger and more viable 
organization. 
 
Observation number 2: It is very evident that 
only a handful of members take an active part in 
organizing and volunteering for projects and 
missions.  I feel this is the most crucial shortfall 
within Post 42.  The lack of a greater level of 
participation is perplexing, especially when you 
consider that our membership comprises over 
600 members.  The dedication of the small core 
of Legionaries, SAL and Boosters that have 
continually taken the lead is to be applauded. 
 
I CHALLENGE those of you who are "too 
busy" to set aside a little time and to become 
part of a Committee for the benefit of our 
ongoing projects.  If we can warm a bar stool 
for a few hours, we surely can volunteer for a 
few hours, right?  It is very apparent that we can 
achieve great things working together!  This 
was clearly evidenced by the strong committee 
participation in our 100 Year Gala Celebration!  
Team work made it a success! 
 
While all the projects that I participated in were 
all great successes, we could have had better 
participation.  My observations were:  

• House Reno Project - 5 members 
• Memorial Day Flag laying at Cemetery 

- 6 members 
• Silent auction donations - 6 members 
• Set up and tear down for 100th  

Anniversary Gala - 12 members 

Observation number 3:  The condition of the 
Post 42 common areas is far less than inviting.  I 
feel that if we set aside 1 day and had volunteers 
(NOT JUST THE SAME AS  
ALWAYS - but to include new blood, too!) we 
could improve the look of the 2nd floor bar, the 
back hallway,  the stairwell and downstairs 
entry.  
 
By doing so, the chances might increase to help 
boost revenue for Post 42 from rentals for 
functions and events and, naturally, instill pride 
of surroundings for members. I reiterate, 
longstanding members are so used to seeing 
things as they are and have been, that you may 
no longer notice the clutter and unkempt 
appearance. 
 
Observation number 4:  It should be of utmost 
importance to continue to RECRUIT younger 
members and advise them of the services 
available to them through the Post.  This is for 
the continued success and mere existence of the 
Post and the American Legion as we know it.   
 
Some of you may find this email a bit offensive 
and be thinking "Who is this guy to tell us what 
to do?"   But, please understand, change and 
awareness are not always pleasant.  We have 
joined the Legion with pride in service and a 
culture of team work. We all come from a 
background of TEAM - not individual.  That 
mindset is what we need to carry over in our 
responsibility as Legionaries. So, in the spirit of 
team, service, pride, and a commitment to give 
back - I again ask that you consider helping to 
make Post 42 the premier Post in the State of 
Illinois.  
 
Remember, that as former members of the 
greatest military in the world, when you were 
challenged, you always came through! 
Let's get back into that mindset and make 2020 
our most productive year! 
 
I hope you all had a Happy Holiday Season and 
a Merry Christmas. 
 
Dan Bogojevich	
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A 100/100 Post 
 
One hundred years, one hundred percent. As he 
stood on the podium at the 2019 Illinois State 
Convention, Post 42’s own Department 
Commander, Mike Carder, was able to look out 
on the congregation and enjoy the warm glow of 
success knowing that his post’s membership 
was at 100%. Flash forward: Those members, 
290 of them, have an opportunity for a repeat. 
They are trying. But there are still 25 members 
left to renewed as of this writing. Let’s get those 
25 renewed before the announcement of the 
Richard Huck award winner at the St. Patrick’s 
Day Dinner or sooner. Watch and listen for the 
upcoming “Membership Renewal Plan” from 
Senior Vice Commander Will Candelario. With 
your help we can become A 100/100 post again.  
 
Veterans Status On Your Drivers 

License 
 
My birthday just so happens to be in December. 
One month short of the proposed change by the 
Illinois legislature to easily assist Illinois 
Veterans in getting the Veteran status put on our 
Illinois Drivers License.  You will no longer be 
required to go through the Illinois Department 
of Veterans Affairs (IDVA) and to bring in a 
copy of your DD-214. It was to be certified and 
stamped by the representative of IDVA and give 
it to the Division of Motor Vehicles for 
processing. As of January 1, 2020 you only need 
to bring in your DD214 to the Division of Motor 
Vehicles directly. 
  
However, during the process, I found that not 
only do I get the Veteran status on my Drivers 
License, but I have been entered into the Illinois 
Veterans database and will be notified of any 
future or changed benefits for Illinois Veterans.  
I was also given a copy of all the Illinois 
Department of Veterans Affairs locations.  
Knowing the locations could aide Illinois 
Veterans in knowing where the offices are just 
in case you might be away from your 
hometown. 
 
As I get older I have come to the understanding 
that I need to keep a copy of all my important 

papers in a place that my wife should know 
where they are, should anything happen to me.  
Protecting your loved ones and your estate is 
one of the best things you can do. 
 
Mike Wojciechowski 
Junior Vice Commander 
Post 42 

 
 

PAST/UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

RECORD RAFFLE TICKET 
WINNINGS HIGHLIGHT THE 35 

ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

As has been the case for successive years, 
Post 42 crushed every other pancake 
breakfast in the city with its high quality 
offerings and its ability to feed scores of 
hungry folks nonstop for six straight hours. 
Boy Scout Troop 3 and Cub Pack 908 were 
there once again to keep customers’ plates 
and tables clean making sure their every 
need was met. There was no shortage of 
volunteers helping to set and breakdown the 
event which raised nearly $1500 for various 
American Legion programs. The Post is 
grateful for the participation of everyone 
who helped make this event a success. Oh, 
and about that raffle; the winner has 
requested anonymity after pocketing over 

Veterans/DD-214 Information 



8 
  

$430. So make sure you purchase your raffle 
tickets at the 2020 Pancake Breakfast. It just 
might be your day.  
Greg Wilson 
Pancake Breakfast Chairman 

 
Post Christmas Party 

 
For those Post members, that attended the 
Christmas Party on Sunday, December 15th, 
we were treated to a visit by Mayor Stephen 
H. Haggerty, who presented the Post with a 
City of Evanston Proclamation on your Post 
attaining 100 years.  
 

Super Bowl Party 
 
SUNDAY, February 2nd, Post 42 is 
sponsoring our annual Super Bowl Party. 
The game is scheduled to start at 5:30 pm. 
We will start our celebration at 3:30 pm. 
The game will be on the BIG screen in the 
main hall, as well as on the TVs in the bar. 
Art & Dorval Reed are planning on 
providing a cornucopia of scrumptious 
edibles. Italian beef sandwiches, chicken 
wings, chile & assorted Tamales, Vegetable, 
Cheese & fruit platters and additional 
goodies! Go Bears! Oh yea, they are not 
playing! 

St Patrick’s Day Corn Beef Dinner 
& Richard Hauk Award 

Presentation 

Sunday, March 15th, Post 42 is sponsoring 
our annual St. Patrick’s Day corned beef 
dinner and the Richard Huck award dinner. 
Cocktails begin at 5:00pm with dinner being 
served at 6:00pm and the Huck Award 
recipient introduced after dinner. 

 

2020	Poppy	Day	
	
Think Red, See Red, but most importantly 
mark your calendar red. Poppy Red that is!!  
Yes, those promotional selling days will 
soon be here. Post 42 Poppy Committee 
once again needs your support as a 
volunteer. 
 
Organizational meeting is schedules on 
Sunday Mat 17th at 3:00 pm.  Receive 
supplies, selling locations, discuss strategy, 
generate motivations, etc…..food and 
refreshments to follow. 
 
Let us continue the noble effort of providing 
the financial means for so many programs 
benefiting worthy veterans. 
 
For more Information or other arrangements, 
please contact John at (847) 373-1188. 
 

3rd ANNUAL MAIL POUCH 
OPEN GOLF OUTING 

 
We are pleased to announce our 3rd annual 
Mail Pouch Open Golf Outing.  This year, 
we will be changing things around….we 
hope for the better! Last year was the best 
turnout that we have had in a long time, and 
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we hope to exceed that last year’s 
participation.   
 
Along with what we normally have had in 
the past we will be doing things like closest 
to the pin, longest drive, top team scores, 
hole sponsors, bigger and better raffle 
prizes, a beverage/snack cart, a split the pot, 
a pink ball contest (Team with the ball at the 
end of the day with the lowest round wins a 
prize) and much more! As in the past, we 
will be using the Peoria Handicap System to 
ensure that all teams, regardless of their 
golfing skill will be competitive. The outing 
date is expected to be early August…we will 
be confirming the date shortly.   
 
So, how are we going to do this?  Remember 
that this is a fundraiser for the Post and it is 
the only fundraiser that we have.  As such, 
these fees, include more prizes, more 
amenities than we have ever had.   
 
Please note, this is in the planning phase and 
things probably will change going forward 
but not by much.  We may add new items, 
take away some and adjust fees accordingly.  
We are also asking for your input and 
recommendations as to what you would 
want to see.  You can send your 
recommendations, suggestions and 
comments to evanstonp42@gmail.com  
Remember, this is to be a fun event and we 
want everyone to enjoy a day out on the golf 
course with our families, friends and 
members!   
 
Proposed Pricing Information: 

• Foursome with Sponsorship, $400 
o 4 Golfers with Cart 
o 4 Post Picnic Tickets 
o 1 Sponsorship Sign 

• Single with Sponsorship, $175 
o 1 Golfer with Cart 
o 1 Post Picnic Ticket 
o 1 Sponsorship Sign 

• Single Golfer, $85 
o 1 Golfer with Cart 
o 1 Post Picnic Ticket 

• Sign Sponsor, $125 

• Post Picnic Only, $15 per Ticket 

CLUBROOM NEWS 
News from the Bar 

We welcome the new year with a Friday 
evening concert series to occur most Fridays 
in January, February, and March with 
rotating bands and varying musical styles. 
Our thanks to SAL member Mike Hughes 
for facilitating these acts. To find dates, 
times, acts, and cover, visit facebook 
@Post42Patio as well as checking updated 
fliers posted at the Post. 
 
February 3 will begin a Euchre League 
taking place on Monday evenings lasting 
approximately 12 weeks. Contact Susan 
Dauber (susan.dauber@gmail .com) if 
interested in joining the fun. 
 
Join us at the Post for a Super Bowl party on 
Sunday, February 2 and Evanston Live! on 
March 7th. 
 
Bluegrass concert season continues with 
concerts scheduled on January 18th and 25th, 
February 22nd, and March 14th See 
chicagobluegrass.com for more information 
and ticketing. 
 
There are many “Charms” to our 100 year 
old Post 42, but the current floor in the hall 
is not among them. We will be looking to 
replace this floor in the new year. Details to 
come when we have this worked out. 
 
Nick Grube 
Bar Manager 
 

ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com. 

 
BY E-MAIL? Just send your e-mail address 
to: evanstonp42@gmail.com or 
danlmf@reagan.com and we will send it to 
you whenever we publish. 
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SHRAPNEL is a publication of Evanston Post 42, American Legion, all rights are reserved. 
 

2019 Legion Year Officers   - Post 42 
Commander   James M Brusek           773-263-4726 
Senior Vice-Commander Will Candelario           847-529-0137  
Junior Vice-Commander Mike Woiciechowski            708-452-7311 
Adjutant   Greg Wilson                                     224-381-5010 
Finance Officer Joe Jefferson         312-339-0872 
Service Officer James Farley         847-866-8486 
Sergeant at Arms      David Hurwitz         323-518-3159 
Chaplain   Christine Chevlin           773-685-5975 
Past Commander  Vacant                                   
SAL Commander  Daniel Kelley            847-226-3652 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Adam Kwiecinski  Chris Meter Michael Carder 
 
Newsletter Editor: Dan Fleming 
Contributions are always welcome.  Contact Dan Fleming (847) 769-5242 or by e-mail at evanstonp42@gmail.com 
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POST 42    DATES TO REMEMBER 2020 
 

PLEASE NOTE REVISED MEETING TIMES! 
 

2020 
 

January 2   General Business Mtg 7:30 PM (Food Afterword) 
January 15   7th District Meeting 7:30PM Post 166/Morton Grove 
January 23   Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30PM 
February 2   Super Bowl Party 2:00 PM (until Game over) 
February 6   General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterword) 
February 19 7th District Meeting 7:30 Post 108/Evanston 
February 27 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
March 5 General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterword) 
March 15 St Patrick’s Day Corned Beef Dinner Cocktails 5:00 PM 

Richard Huck Award Dinner, Dinner 6:00PM 
March 18 7th District Meeting 7:30PM Post 134/Morton Grove  
March 26 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
April 2 General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterword) 
April 15 7th District Meeting 7:30PM Post 42/Evanston 
April 23 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
April 25 Rebuilding Together Service Project 
May 2 7th District Kentucky Derby Fundraiser 
May 7 General Business Meeting 7:30 PM Post Everlasting (Food 

Afterword) 
 
  
May 20 7th District Meeting 7:30PM Post Everlasting                   

Post 134/Morton Grove 
May 20 Poppy Day Can Pick-up, after 3:00 PM 
May 21-25 Poppy Day Selling Days 
May 23  Grave Decoration Day, Memorial Park 8:00AM (East Lot) 
May 25 Memorial Day Ceremonies Memorial Park 8:00 (East Lot) 

Fountain Square 10:30AM  
May 28 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30PM 
June 4 General Business Meeting 7:30 AM (Food Afterword) 
June 6 1st Division “Mini-Convention” 
June 14 Flag Day 
June 17 7th District Meeting 7:30PM Post 46/Morton Grove 
June 25 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
July 4 4th of July Parade Meet at Post 10:00 AM – Parade starting 

Point 2:00 PM 
July 4 Evanston Parade, Trailer Decoration, 11:00AM, In 
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Position 12:20PM, Kickoff, 2:00PM 
Candelario & Chevlin Nuptials 

July 7-11 Dept DEC & Convention Springfield Illinois 
July 23 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
August 2 Squadron 42 SAL Golf Outing 

Post 42 Family Picnic 12:00PM 
August 6 General Business Meeting 7:30 (Food Afterword) 
August 19   7th District Meeting 7:30PM 
August 27 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
September 3 General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterword) 
September 16 7th District Meeting 7:30 
September 24 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM  
 
 

Note: Some Dates are subject to change 


