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JAMES M BRUSEK 
 

“Commander’s Corner” 
 
Who? What? Where? Why? How? 
Questions and more questions! All, with 
little to no answers. 
 
As this column is being written, we have no 
more information about when we will begin 
to get back to normal or, in fact, to a new 
normal. It’s anybody’s guess! 
 
The best that we can do is following the 
rules. “Shelter in place”, “Self-quarantine”, 
“Isolation”, Medical segregation”, and the 
proverbial “Hunker down”. 
 
While we do that and follow the rules, we 
can still be of service to our families, 
community, veterans, and our Legion 
Family (Legionnaires, SAL, Auxiliary and 
Legion Riders). 
 
The easiest way to communicate is via the 
phone or text. But, with most of us suffering 

with cabin fever, would like some sort of 
human intercourse, I consider texting as the 
last resort. Telephone calls are a nice break 
in the monotony of our daily quarantine, but 
still without human interaction. While going 
through what we all are going through, I 
discovered another way to interact with 
people. There is not only face time, but there 
are other Apps such as Zoom, WhatsApp 
and Google Duo, to be able to see whom 
you are talking with. 
 
In 2019, a recording of “People need 
People” was released by Country Female 
duo, Maddie & Tae. The words say what 
needs to be said and heard, better than I can 
say, “People need People”. Below are the 
words. Take a minute and pull up the lyrics 
on YouTube and listen to the song. It is still 
true today: 
 

You know how a flower needs a little 
rain 
And how a ray of sunshine needs a 
windowpane 
You know how the ocean needs a 
shore to break 
Well I just feel like we all feel that 
way 
People need people when the highs 
get low 
The world's a bit too heavy for one 
shoulder to hold 
The strongest souls still wear out 
and the hardest hearts still break 
Sometimes you ain't alright and 
sometimes that's okay 
So if you're asking me 
People need people 
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Somebody to call when you're too 
close to the edge 
Somebody to catch you when you're 
dancing on a ledge 
Somebody to pray for you, someone 
that you can pray for 
To need and be needed, oh I believe 
it's what we were made for 
People need people when the highs 
get low 
The world's a bit too heavy for one 
shoulder to hold 
The strongest souls still wear out 
and the hardest hearts still break 
Sometimes you ain't alright and 
sometimes that's okay 
So if you're asking me 
People need people 
People need people 
Share your way with me 
Swear you're safe with me 
I'll be your shelter, you'll be my 
calmer 
It's okay to need each other 
People need people when the highs 
get low 
The world's a bit too heavy for one 
shoulder to hold 
The strongest souls still wear out 
and the hardest hearts still break 
Sometimes you ain't alright and 
sometimes that's okay 
So if you're asking me 
It's what else this world can be 
People need people 
 

It’s more important than ever for us to 
perform a “Buddy Check” on our brother 
and sister Legionnaires to inquire how they 
are coping with the current crisis. 
 
While we have had this major interruption in 
our daily lives. The show still goes on! We 
have had a number of volunteers that have 
spent many hours working to improve our 
Post facilities. We are practicing 
safe/healthy actions, i.e. Staying 6 feet apart. 
Only 2 people are working at a time and 
with the Post closed, we have been able to 
accomplish a lot! A huge thank you goes out 

to Bill Petty, Neil Franke, Ms. Kathy 
Cottong (researched and refurbished the 
Naval mural), Brett & Kyle Hallongren, 
Mike Hughes, Joe Romano, Mike 
Wojciechowski, Jim Sampson, Dan 
Bogojevich & Joe Jefferson. Our Post 
Chaplains have also been busy, contacting 
Legionnaires and SAL members. If you 
know somebody that needs anything (from 
food to TP) let us know, and we will work to 
get them what they need. 

 
Until we can be together once again, please 
follow the rules, hunker down, stay safe, and 
stay healthy. 
 
“It isn’t the price you pay to be a member 
------------ 
It’s the price you paid to become eligible” 
 
 

 
DANIEL J KELLEY 
FROM YOUR SAL 

COMMANDER 
 
Where do we go from here?  
 
Stay calm and carry on is the best advice 
that I can offer and you've heard that from 
one hundred other sources. Keep your hands 
clean and practice social distancing. If you 
are feeling low, maybe it is time to turn off 
the radio or television when the Governor 
and Mayor are broadcasting their daily press 
conferences.  
 
What I can tell you is that all Sons of the 
American Legion meetings and activities are 
canceled through the start of the month of 
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May, including the Squadron 42 meeting. 
Other cancellations are as follows: 7th 
District Meeting (March 21st) at Morton 
Grove Post #134; 1st Division Meeting 
(March 21st) at Morton Grove Post #134; 
Detachment Executive Committee Meeting 
(March 28th) at Wauconda Post #911; 
Detachment Commander's Homecoming 
Banquet (March 28th) at Wauconda Post 
#911; and the 1st Division Sons of the 
American Legion Chicago Wolves Hockey 
fund-raising event to benefit the National 
Emergency Fund (April 5th) at the Allstate 
Arena in Rosemont.  
 
Tentatively, Detachment Commander Phil 
Stander has announced that the Detachment 
Executive Committee Meeting and his 
Homecoming Banquet may be held on May 
9, 2020, provided public health authorities 
have determined that the Wuhan Virus crisis 
has sufficiently abated to permit public 
gatherings to resume. Time will tell. As for 
the hockey benefit game, we simply do not 
have an answer yet. The ownership of the 
Chicago Wolves would like to resume play 
at a future date to be determined, but it is 
unclear what the response of the American 
Hockey League will be. The AHL season 
may or may not be canceled. Come to think 
of it, the Legion's Kentucky Derby 
fundraiser has been postponed too since the 
"Run for the Roses" at Louisville's Churchill 
Downs has been moved from May until 
September. The last time that happened was 
in 1945, which was a good year for the 
Chicago Cubs too.  
 
One of the interesting non-controversies are 
the attempts by the media to criticize the use 
of the terms Wuhan or Chinese virus to 
describe the COVID-19 pandemic as being 
derogatory or racist. Seriously? It is an 
accepted practice to name pandemics after 
their geographical point of original: the 
Ebola virus was named after the Ebola River 
region in Africa; MERS is an acronym for 
Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome; 
Lyme disease refers to Lyme, Connecticut 
where the first cases of the tick borne 
disease were recorded; the sole misnomer 

was the pandemic Spanish Flu, which 
actually originated near the trenches in the 
Great War (1914-1918) -- Spain was a 
neutral during the conflict and its 
newspapers were the only ones that provided 
reliable coverage of this deadly swine flu 
that sometimes proved fatal within hours. 
Belligerent nations censored the news, so 
the Spanish reporting gave rise to the name 
"Spanish Flu." This outbreak was acute 
during 1918-1919. It killed 8 million 
persons globally, so let's keep the current 
threat in proper perspective.  
 
The media's supine pandering to the Chinese 
Communist government made me recall 
some of my father's recollections of the 
Korean Conflict and what the Red Chinese 
government was fully capable of. These 
stories are better saved for when we are able 
to hoist a beer together, In the meanwhile, 
ignore the partisan political bickering and 
the Chinese propaganda. Stay well and be 
safe as we look forward to better days when 
the quarantine is over and we are no longer 
under house arrest.  
 
The good news that I can share is that 
Squadron 42 has already achieved all of its 
membership goals for 2020. The Squadron 
is over 110%; The 7th District has also met 
its goals largely on the strength of our fine 
showing. The Detachment of Illinois 
(statewide) totals have suffered, however, 
and stood at 88.7% as of yesterday. 
 
Daniel J. Kelley 
Squadron 42 Commander 
7th District Senior Vice Commander 
1st Division Judge Advocate 
Detachment Commander's Aide 
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CHRISTINE CHEVLIN 
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Greetings From the Chaplain’s 
Corner 

 
 “Heavenly Father, Thou art 
omnipresent, Thou art in all thy children, 
manifest thy healing presence in mind, 
body, and soul so that all may feel your 
healing throughout.” 
 
During this difficult time, it is particularly 
important that the faithful have access to the 
grace and comfort. Listed below are some 
online sites to help keep you connected 
spiritually. I have tried to list our major 
denominations to help you stay connected. 
 
*Holy Name Catholic Church 
 
ABC 7 Chicago will broadcast Sunday 
Masses with Cardinal Cupich at 9:30 a.m. 
Polvision 397/679 will broadcast a Polish-
language Mass at 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. with Fr. 
Peter Wojcik. 
 
Univision Chicago (WGBO 66) will air a 
Spanish-language Mass with Fr. Ismael 
Sandoval-Manzo at 10 a.m. 
 
https://radiotv.archchicago.org/television/br
oadcast-masses 
 
*Trinity Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
 
Saturday 5:00pm - Contemporary (Facebook) 
Sunday 9:30am - Traditional (Facebook and 
website) 
Sunday 11:00am - Contemporary (Facebook and 
website) 

Sunday 5:00pm - Traditional (Facebook) 
Sunday 7:00pm - Contemporary (Facebook) 
Monday 5:00pm - Traditional (Facebook) 
Monday 7:00pm - Contemporary (Facebook) 
https://trinityroselle.com/live-stream  
*Second Baptist Church 
Sundays 0930 
https://www.secondbaptistevanston.org/live-
stream 
 
*Am Shalom Temple 
https://www.amshalom.com/event/oneg-
shabbat-via-zoom.html  
 
On a lighter note during these trying times 
here are some pictures from a presentation 
made to Evanston Post 42 by the Scouts at a 
Q &A session. Present were SVC W. 
Candelario, JVC M Wojciechowski, Finance 
Officer J.Jefferson, Board Member F. 
Lanzarotta, and myself. 
 

 

 

https://radiotv.archchicago.org/television/broadcast-masses
https://radiotv.archchicago.org/television/broadcast-masses
https://trinityroselle.com/live-stream
https://www.secondbaptistevanston.org/live-stream
https://www.secondbaptistevanston.org/live-stream
https://www.amshalom.com/event/oneg-shabbat-via-zoom.html
https://www.amshalom.com/event/oneg-shabbat-via-zoom.html


5 
 

 
At the February Business meeting we were 
honored to have 3 local minister assist with 
our 4 Chaplains Memorial Service 
 

 
L to R:Rabbi Klein, Chaplain Christine, Fr. 
McCray, Rev.  Hoekwater. 
 
Finally last in our last issue I unintentionally 
left out SAL Commander Kelley’s mother 
who passed away. Please pray for her and 
her family.  
Please remember in your prayers all affected 
by the Covid19 virus. 
**Check out this Hand washing Video:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch
?feature=youtu.be&v=sEjc2esWN
as&app=desktop 
 
If prayer works better try this  
 

Catholic Handwashing.pdf
 

 
May God grant you peace during this 
difficult time and may He manifest His love 
and presence to you in abundant ways. 
 
Peace, 
 
Chaplain Christine 
 
 

 

JAMES FARLEY 
Service Officer 

 
Veteran Affairs 

 
MEMORIAL DAY 

 
All Post members and neighbors are invited 
to help decorate veteran’s graves at 
Memorial Park in Skokie. On the morning of 
Saturday, May 23rd we will be placing flags 
on all the graves with the help of the local 
Boy Scout troops. We can always use more 
help. So please come out on the Holiday to 
help. Meet at Memorial Park on Grose Point 
Road at 8:00 AM. 
 
The Post will also be coordinating the 
Memorial Day ceremony at Memorial Park. 
Look for more details on the Post web site in 
the next few weeks. 
 
 
 
 

POPPY COLLECTION DRIVE 
 
Because of the current health emergency, 
the annual Poppy distribution and collection 
activities may be changed. Once the process 
is determined, we will inform everyone. We 
will need volunteers to help. Please watch 
the Post web site for more information. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=sEjc2esWNas&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=sEjc2esWNas&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=sEjc2esWNas&app=desktop
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COOK COUNTY VETERANS 
RESOURCE FAIR1 

 
I’ve lived in Elmwood Park for over 33 
years and never knew that the Italian 
American Veterans Museum in Stone Park, 
Illinois existed.  They have on display 
artifacts and articles from the Revolutionary 
War through the present.  The museum was 
started in 2006.  It also includes displays 
from 20 Medal of Honor recipients. 
 
The reason I found out about the Fair was 
due to having been entered in the Illinois 
Veteran's Database via the IDVA  (Illinois 
Dept of Veteran's Affairs) for notifications 
of news and updates when I decided to have 
Veteran's status on my driver's license. 
 
VIPs in attendance were:  Cook County 
Clerk Karen Yarborough, Cook County 
Board Commissioner Peter Silvestri, Bill 
Brown, Melrose Park Mayor Ron Serpico, 
Michael Chivitone, Emmanuel "Chris" 
Welch, Ed Moody and Board President 
Renato Bacci. 
 
The whole purpose of the visit was to attend 
the Cook County Veterans Resource Fair.  
Over 20 government agencies were 
available to talk with.  Representatives from 
Cook County: Clerks Office, Recorder of 
Deeds, Assessors Office, and Department of 
Veterans Affairs.  The Illinois Department 
of Veterans Affairs, Veteran Cooking 
School, Commonwealth Edison, Vet Center, 
Kare 9 Military Ministry and T Mobile were 
there too.  T Mobile actually offers a 
LIFETIME discount of 50% to veterans 
 
Information on Veterans Discount Cards, ID 
cards, Employment, election judges’ 
availability, voter registration and more 
were available as well. 
 
Lastly, I had the opportunity to meet and 
talk with a VSO, Veteran Service Officer 
from Orland Park.  Tony Hernandez.  He 

 
1  

was able to bring me up to speed why the 
National Guard VSO office was closed at 
the Northwest Armory located at North and 
Kedzie avenues. The reason being the VSO 
Angel resigned and accepted a position on a 
federal level of the same capacity. 
 
I had the pleasure of talking with the 
coordinator of the event, Paul Basile.  He 
did tell me that this was going to be an 
annual event.  Without question I’d expect a 
larger attendance next year, as it was very 
beneficial to veterans and veterans’ families.  
Hope to see you there next year. 
 
Mike Woiciechowsk 
Jr Vice Commander 

CLUBROOM NEWS 

For those of you who do not know, I’m back 
as the Club Manager. Nick has a new non-
alcoholic beverage company that he is 
starting up which is taking up all of his free 
time. We wish him the best and hope to have 
his drinks available at Post 42 in the future. 

As I write this, the Clubroom has been 
closed as the world fights the coronavirus. 
Minimally, we are closed through March 
30th but we will just have to see how this 
whole thing plays out. I hope everyone is 
safe and sound as they shelter-in-place. As 
this drags on and cabin fever kicks in, we all 
look forward to joining our friends back at 
Post 42 for a drink and some human contact 
again.  

Brett Hallongren 
Clubroom Manager 
ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com 
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The Legion Post 42 Mural 
Restoration by Kathy Cottong 

 

 
Kathy Cottong repairing the Mural 

 
In February of this year, Kathy Cottong 
volunteered to paint walls to assist in the 
Legion renovation. Jim Farley, Post 42 
Service Officer showed her the damage on 
the mural that had occurred over the years.  
Kathy spent a month, patching the large 
holes and the multitude of cracks on the 
bottom third, under-painting the cracked 
areas, and finally blending color to conceal 
the repairs.  
 
Spending so much time with the mural only 
increased Kathy’s curiosity about the 
possible artist and his composition.  John 
McCarron, LTJR, -R, Post 42 Member and 
contributing columnist for the Chicago 
Tribune as well as Mr. Rick Peterson, Post 
42 SAL Member, have been researching the 
ships and thought the 35D might be 350.  
The anchor, portholes, and gun turrets are a 
match.  
 
We all want to thank Kathy for her efforts to 
restore the mural to its original state and 
both to Kathy, John and Rick for their 
research into the mural. 
 
For more information regarding the mural 
and history, please visit our web site, 
evanstonpost42.com where there is more 
information regarding the history of the 
mural provided by Kathy, John and Rick. 

  
The Mural After Renovation 

 
Kathy Cottong has a BFA from the 
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana 
and an MFA from the School of the Art 
Institute. She was co-opted into the arts 
administration side, working at the Art 
Institute of Chicago, several private 
galleries and consultant gigs, culminating 
her career as the Director of The Arts Club 
of Chicago from 1994-2011, curating 
exhibitions, producing catalogues, providing 
fine arts programming, and building the new 
building. She was delighted to paint again 
and thanks the Legion Post 42 for the 
opportunity and the honor. She would also 
like to thank John McCarron and Ricky 
Peterson for their investigative instincts and 
persistence. 
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Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, there is a 
critical need for blood. Post 42 is working to 
schedule a blood drive at our Post. 
  
Donating blood makes a BIG difference in 
the lives of others! 
 
Donating blood is a WIN-WIN partnership. 
Everybody wins! 
 
Patients: are able to receive the lifesaving 
blood, they urgently need. 
 
Our organization: builds goodwill within our 
community and demonstrates the esprit de 
corps of the Legion family! 
 
Please consider sharing the gift of life with 
those who are in need.  Please visit our 
website (evansonpost42.com) and like us on 
FaceBook (facebook.com/EvanstonPost/ ), 
where we will announce the time date and 
location of the critically needed blood drive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GOLF COURSE NEWS 

 

 
 

2020 Season Passes: 
 

Purchase a season pass and enjoy 
unlimited golf for the entire 2020 season! 

 
Family: $795.00 

Individual: $575.00 
Junior: 295.00 

 
Purchase in the Pro Shop or online at 
canalshores.org 

 
All active military and veterans will 
receive a 10% discount on season pass 
purchase and or daily fee golf throughout 
the 2020 golf season 
 
 
BY E-MAIL? Just send your e-mail address 
to: evanstonp42@gmail.com or 
danlmf@reagan.com and we will send it to 
you whenever we publish. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:evanstonp42@gmail.com
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2019 Legion Year Officers   - Post 42 
Commander   James M Brusek  773-263-4726     commanderpost42@yahoo.com 
Senior Vice-Commander Will Candelario  847-529-0137     wolf64_us@yahoo.com 
Junior Vice-Commander Mike Woiciechowski  708-452-7311     huntbroker@hotmail.com 
Adjutant   Greg Wilson                224-381-5010     greg_wilson@sbcglobal.net 
Finance Officer Joe Jefferson                312-339-0872     jeffersonjoe@att.net 
Service Officer James Farley                847-866-8486     evanstonp42jf@gmail.com 
Asst Service Officer Cliff Pappas                 708-336-0423      clif.pappas@yahoo.com 
Sergeant at Arms      David Hurwitz             323-518-3159     davidh24@comcast.net 
Chaplain   Christine Chevlin  773-685-5975     cachev@sbcglobal.net 
Past Commander  Vacant                                   
SAL Commander  Daniel Kelley              847-226-3652     borowy26@aol.com 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Adam Kwiecinski, Chris Meter, Frank Lanzarotta 
Newsletter Editor: Dan Fleming 
Contributions are always welcome.  Contact Dan Fleming (847) 769-5242 or by e-mail at evanstonp42@gmail.com 
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POST 42    DATES TO REMEMBER 2020 
 

PLEASE NOTE REVISED MEETING TIMES! 
 

2020 
 
April 2 General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterword) 
April 15 7th District Meeting 7:30PM Post 42/Evanston 
April 23 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
April 25 Rebuilding Together Service Project 
May 2 7th District Kentucky Derby Fundraiser 
May 7 General Business Meeting 7:30 PM Post Everlasting (Food 

Afterword) 
May 20 7th District Meeting 7:30PM Post Everlasting                   

Post 134/Morton Grove 
May 20 Poppy Day Can Pick-up, after 3:00 PM 
May 21-25 Poppy Day Selling Days 
May 23  Grave Decoration Day, Memorial Park 8:00AM (East Lot) 
May 25 Memorial Day Ceremonies Memorial Park 8:00 (East Lot) 

Fountain Square 10:30AM  
May 28 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30PM 
June 4 General Business Meeting 7:30 AM (Food Afterword) 
June 6 1st Division “Mini-Convention” 
June 14 Flag Day 
June 17 7th District Meeting 7:30PM Post 46/Morton Grove 
June 25 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
July 4 4th of July Parade Meet at Post 10:00 AM – Parade starting 

Point 2:00 PM 
July 4 Evanston Parade, Trailer Decoration, 11:00AM, In 

Position 12:20PM, Kickoff, 2:00PM 
Candelario & Chevlin Nuptials 

July 7-11 Dept DEC & Convention Springfield Illinois 
July 23 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
August 2 Squadron 42 SAL Golf Outing 

Post 42 Family Picnic 12:00PM 
August 6 General Business Meeting 7:30 (Food Afterword) 
August 19   7th District Meeting 7:30PM 
August 27 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
September 3 General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterword) 
September 16 7th District Meeting 7:30 
September 24 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM  
 

Note: Some Dates are subject to change 


	BOARD OF DIRECTORS

