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JAMES M BRUSEK 
 

“Commander’s Corner” 
 

Serving Veterans – Mentoring 
Youth – 

Supporting our Community 
 
July 1st, 2019, The first day of the third 
quarter of the calendar year. Actually, it’s 
the first day of the first quarter of the 
American Legion Year! If your current 
Legion card in your wallet shows 
2019…………………you are not current 
with your membership. Don’t procrastinate 
about your renewal. Send it in by snail mail 
or go on line to National or the Post and get 
it done! 
 
This quarter is going to be a busy and 
memorable one. 
 
What better way to start the new year, than 
with a……… PARADE! American Legion 
Post 42 will once again march in the annual 

festive parade, but what makes this year 
different……. we are celebrating our 100-
year anniversary! Come join us, let’s have a 
great turn out. Don’t forget your Legion 
Garrison Cap. 
 
July 10 through 14, 2019 we will be 
participating in the 101st Annual Department 
of Illinois Convention. Post 42 will be 
hosting a hospitality suite for the outgoing 
State Commander, Michael Carter. The 
hospitality suite will be open Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday night. On Saturday, the 
Commander’s and President’s dinner will be 
held and we need to be there to support the 
first Legionnaire from Post 42 to be the 
State Commander. Dress code on the 
convention floor will be slacks (no jeans) 
polo shirt and Legion cap. Saturday’s dress 
code is: Grey slacks, white shirt, tie, blue 
blazer and Legion cap. 
 
August 4th, 2019 (NOTE DATE CHANGE) 
will be the SAL Golf outing. This activity is 
the only fundraiser that the Post benefits 
from. Put together a foursome, or two 
foursomes; its only $55.00 per person to golf 
and $26.00. Immediately after golf, the 
American Legion Family picnic will begin 
at noon! For $10.00 per person, here is what 
you get: Unlimited Beer; your choice of 
two: cheeseburgers, hamburgers, Italian 
sausage, Polish sausage; choice of chips, 
homemade baked beans, or corn on the cob; 
and ice cream sandwiches. 
 
50/50 raffle tickets are already being sold at 
the Post. One ticket for $1.00 or six tickets 
for $5.00. Winning tickets will be drawn at 
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4:00 pm and winners need not be present to 
win. Good Luck! 
 
You have less than five weeks to buy your 
raffle tickets for the Macallan Rare Cask 
Scotch Whisky, MSRP $269.99. Tickets are 
$1.00 each or six tickets for $5.00. 
 
The second valuable bottle is: Whistle Pig 
Boss Hog V, The Spirit of Mauve Whiskey, 
MSRP $500.00. Tickets are also $1.00 each 
or six tickets for $5.00. 
 
The drawings will take place at 4:00 pm at 
the Family Picnic on August 4th. Winners 
need not be present.  
 
All proceeds from these raffles go toward 
the funding of our 100-year anniversary. 
Buy a lot of tickets and buy them often! 
GOOD LUCK! 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22ND 
FROM 4:30 TO 10:00 PM 

 
American Legion Evanston Post 42 
celebrates its first 100 years! Come and join 
the celebration. It only happens once every 
100 years! 
 
Dress code: Military Formal, Tuxedo, 
American Legion uniform or Business 
Formal.  
 
Activities planned: silent auction, cash bar, 
plated and served meal, champagne toasts, 
10-12 pc. orchestra, dancing, dessert and 
coffee.  
 
There are tables to accommodate 150 
participants. We already have 14 table 
captains responsible for 8 people per table. 
Tickets are first come first served. Ticket 
prices are set at $75.00 per person in July 
and increases to $85.00 in August. If any 
tickets are left in September, they will be 
priced at $95.00. 
 
You don’t want to miss this opportunity to 
celebrate our Post’s Legacy! 

 
New American Legion Year brings 

personnel changes to Post 42! 
 
Dan Fleming who has been the Post 
Financial Officer for the past seven years 
has announced his resignation from the 
position in order to take on other 
responsibilities. Joe Jefferson is our new 
Finance Officer and has been working with 
Dan to accommodate a smooth transition. 
 
We now have a Junior Vice! Kyle Vocelka 
has accepted the challenge and assumes the 
position at the August business meeting. 
 
James M. Brusek Commander 
Wil Candelario Senior Vice-Cmdr 
Kyle Vocelka  JuniorVice-Cmdr 
Greg J. Wilson Adjutant 
Joseph Jefferson Financial Officer 
James A. Farley Service Office   
Christine Chevlin Chaplain 
David Hurwitz  Sgt @ Arms 
Michael Carder Historian 
 
Directors    
Chris Meter    
Michael Wojciechowski 
Adam Kwiecinski 
     
     
Daniel J. Kelley Sqdr 42 (SAL) Cmdr 
Nick Grube  Club Manager 
 

 
DANIEL J KELLEY 
FROM YOUR SAL 

COMMANDER 
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During the annual Poppy Day Sale held in 
May, several members of Squadron 42 
stepped up their game and the end result was 
a significant increase in sales as compared to 
last year. Among the notable sellers were 
John Brinkmann, John Champagne, Charles 
Goetz, Robert Kacynski, and your 
correspondent, Daniel Kelley. Dual 
Members (who belong to both Post 42 and 
Squadron 42) James Brusek, James Farley 
and David Hurwitz also delivered big sales 
figures. Congratulations to all. Special 
thanks to Legionnaire Gerry Romme and our 
own John Champagne who coordinated the 
Poppy Sales once again. 

The annual Poppy Sale benefits disabled 
service members at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital (Lovell) in North 
Chicago, Illinois. The Poppy Fund is 
administered by the Post Service Officer 
(James Farley). It is a worthwhile cause that 
deserves the support of all of us. I cannot 
help but wonder − what if all of the 
Squadron members bought one Poppy each? 
If everyone did so, even at the minimum 
suggested price of $1.00 per Poppy, that 
would have generated over $220.00 without 
soliciting a single outside donation. Did you 
remember to buy a Poppy this year? 

Squadron 42 set another record for 
membership in 2019. The Squadron 
exceeded its goal (187) by 18% and retained 
72.73% of its 2018 membership. With 221 
members, we are still looking for 
participants and volunteers to help out. 

 

Fiscal Year 2020 begins on July 1st. So, it is 
membership renewal time once more. 
Squadron 42 dues are $25.00. 2020 
membership cards will be processed after 
the close of the Detachment Convention in 
Springfield (July 14th). Beginning in 2018, 
the convention meetings of the Illinois 
American Legion Family were combined in 
a single location. (Previously the 
Legionnaires, the Sons and the Auxiliary 
members usually convened separately in 

different locations.) Once this new 
convention format was initiated, 
membership cards were not available in late 
June as was previously the case. “Thank 
You” to those who choose to pay promptly 
but be aware that it may take up to two 
weeks for your renewal to be processed and 
for your card to be mailed. 

The Robert P. Weis “Mail Pouch Open” will 
be held at Canal Shores on August 4th. We 
are looking for golfers! Profits from the golf 
outing benefit Post 42 and Legion charities. 
The Post 42 Picnic and Raffle follow 
immediately after the golf outing. More 
details will be forthcoming. Save the date 
and round up a foursome. There will be cash 
prizes and the tournament will feature Peoria 
handicapping to make every team 
competitive. 

Congratulations to Micheal Carder (a dual 
member of Post 42 and Squadron 42) for his 
dedicated service as the Commander of the 
Department of Illinois during our Centennial 
year! 

 

 
CHRISTINE CHEVLIN 
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

 
Greetings From the  
Chaplain’s Corner 

 
Summer is here at last.  We need to 
remember what we stand for & show it. We 
had a nice turn out for Memorial Day (AKA 
Decoration Day). A group of us went out to 
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Memorial Park on Saturday before 
Memorial Day & placed flags (decorated) on 
our fallen brothers’ & sisters’ graves. We 
then participated in ceremonies at Memorial 
Park & Fountain Square. It was a time to 
remember & pray for our fallen comrades & 
their families. 

             

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Last month I went to my convention in 
Atlanta, GA. I visited a Confederate 
Cemetery & I stopped in at a local American 
Legion Post. 
 

 
 

 
 
We again have the opportunity to show our 
Legion support on the 4th of July and at our 
State of IL Convention. Hope to see you 
there. 

 
Please remember SAL member Eric Harms 
& his family as he has gone on to Squadron 
Everlasting since our last issue of The 
Shrapnel. 
 
See you at the Parade & in Springfield!! 

 
Chaplain Christine 
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JAMES FARLEY 
Service Officer 

 
Veteran Affairs 

 
MEMORIAL DAY ACTIVITES 

 
As always, the Post members and supporters 
were very busy on the Holiday weekend. On 
Saturday May 25th the Post volunteers were 
joined by boy scouts and leaders of Troops 3 
and 916. The group was dedicated to placing 
a small American flag on all the veteran’s 
graves in Memorial Park in Skokie. We had 
a great turnout on a cool sunny day. The 
team decorated over 1400 graves with flags 
on that beautiful morning. The cemetery 
staff made a picnic lunch for the volunteers 
following the decoration. 
 
On Memorial Day, May 27th, Post 42 
coordinated the flag raising ceremony at 
Memorial Park Cemetery in Skokie. The 
ceremony was called to order by 
Commander James Brusek. The presentation 
of Colors was conducted by the Skokie 
Police Department Honor Guard. 
Department of Illinois Commander Michael 
Carder delivered a remembrance of our 
fallen heroes. 
 
Also, on Memorial Day, Post 42 past 
Commander Greg Lisinski led a ceremony 
honoring our fallen veterans at the renovated 
Veterans memorial at Fountain Square in 
downtown Evanston. This year was the first 
Memorial Day ceremony held and the new 
Veterans memorial. There were speakers 

representing the veteran service 
organizations in Evanston and we also heard 
from other local politicians. The ceremony 
was well attended by the Evanston citizens. 
 

POPPY COLLECTION DRIVE 
 

Post 42 volunteers were out canvassing the 
Evanston neighborhoods passing out 
Poppies and collecting donations to help 
veterans. Thanks to the Evanston and 
Chicago neighbors we were able to match 
our high collection goal of $4500. At this 
writing we have collected over $4700 so far. 
We may still have another donation coming 
in that will help us set a new record. These 
funds will be put to good use helping 
veterans in need.  
 
Our Poppy Collection drive was again 
organized and managed by Post members 
Gerry Romme and John Champagne. 
Thanks to all the volunteers. There were 
seventeen Post members making collections. 
A special thanks to all the generous friends 
and neighbors who donated. 
 

JAMES A. LOVELL FEDERAL 
HEALTH CARE CENTER 

WHEELCHAIR TEAM 
 
On July 8th members of Post 42 will attend 
the send off luncheon for the “Lovell 
Legends” wheelchair athletic team. The 
Legends will be travelling again to the 
national competition. Post 42 has been a 
major sponsor of the team and will also be 
making a donation to help pay the 
transportation expenses for the team. We 
wish them success!! 
 

New Benefit For Disabled Veterans 

Disabled Veterans are now eligible for a free 
National Park Service Lifetime Access Pass, 
good for entry into 400+ National Parks and 
over 2,000 recreation sites across the 
country. 
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Spring flowers are blooming, the summer 
travel season quickly approaches and 
Veterans are joining the 330-million yearly 
visitors enjoying U.S. National Parks. 

Many Veterans, with a service connected 
disability rating, are entering Federal parks 
for free with the Lifetime National Parks 
Access Pass from the U.S. Department of 
the Interior, National Park Service. Good for 
entry into 400+ National Parks and over 
2,000 recreation sites across the country, the 
Lifetime Access Pass is another way a 
grateful nation says thank you for the 
service and sacrifices of Veterans with 
disabilities.      

The Access Pass admits disabled Veterans 
and any passengers in their vehicle (non-
commercial) at per-vehicle fee areas; and, 
the pass owner plus three additional adults 
where per-person fees are charged. In 
addition to free entry at participating parks, 
the Access Pass includes discounts 
on expanded amenity fees; such as camping, 
swimming, boat launching and guided tours. 

Veterans who have a VA disability rating, 
(10 percent or higher) are eligible for the 
Lifetime Access Pass—with two ways to 
apply. 

First, disabled Veterans can apply in person 
at a participating federal recreation site. 
Simply present photo identification (Drivers 
license, State ID, Passport) and 
documentation proving a permanent 
disability (VA awards letter, VA ID with 
service connected annotation, VA summary 
of benefits, or receipt of Social Security 
disability income). That’s it. The pass is free 
and issued at the time of entry. 

Second, if applying by mail, send a 
completed packet and $10 processing fee to 
the United States Geological Survey 
(USGS). The packet should include: 

• The Access Pass application form 
• Proof of residency 

• VA disability award letter, VA 
summary of benefits, or proof of 
SSDI income 

Pass delivery expected 10-12 weeks after 
receipt. 

Make sure to have photo ID available when 
using your Lifetime Access Pass and enjoy 
the majestic scenery and abundant 
recreational opportunities our National Parks 
provide. 

ILLINOIS FAIR TAX 
AMENDMENT 

 
Have you noticed the new commercials here 
in Illinois talking about a fair tax?  Do you 
know what it is about or how the State 
Legislature and the Governor can 
accomplish this?  For those of you that have 
been paying attention, the State Senate and 
House recently passed SJRCA1 - the Fair 
Tax Amendment. This Resolution puts the 
Fair Tax Amendment question on the ballot 
in 2020 to allow Illinois voters to decide if 
they are in favor of a Fair Tax structure as 
Governor Pritzker had run on throughout his 
campaign and his first months in office.  
 
What does this mean?  If passed next 
election, this will allow the State legislators 
to open the Illinois State Constitution to 
change the current flat tax to a progressive 
state income tax, mirroring the Federal Tax 
system that you will pay based on your 
income. By opening the Illinois 
Constitution, there could be unintended 
consequences that could allow for the taxing 
of pensions.  Currently, Illinois does not tax 
any retirement income…that includes 
pensions, IRA’s, Social Security, etc.  Based 
on comments made in the past by some of 
our legislators and discussions in the media, 
pension income could be taxed under any 
new Illinois state income tax regulations. 
 
Before you vote, you should take the time to 
research and fully understand what a yes 
vote could mean. 

https://store.usgs.gov/faq#Access-Pass
https://store.usgs.gov/faq#Access-Pass
https://store.usgs.gov/faq#Access-Pass
https://store.usgs.gov/faq#Definitions
https://store.usgs.gov/s3fs-public/PassIssuanceList.pdf
https://store.usgs.gov/s3fs-public/access_pass_application.pdf
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HONOR GUARD 

 
Attention, Calling all members. I’m 
working on forming a Post 42 Honor Guard. 
We will need 7- 9 volunteers for the Rifle 
Squad and 4-6 volunteers for the Color 
Guard. I’m currently working with a few 
members trying work out all the details, 
however we are short on volunteers. The 
reasoning for this is to have a roster of 
members that can be called for parade 
details,  ceremonies, and funerals.  If any 
members are willing/able to volunteer please 
contact me at flanzarotta@gmail.com using 
the subject line Honor Guard. Thank you in 
advance, and I look forward to hearing from 
many of you.  
 

SEMPER FI 
Frank Lanzarotta  

 

CLUBROOM NEWS 

The biggest news from the bar is more bar. 
In an effort to better serve patrons on the 
patio and, hopefully, bring in additional 
revenue during the historically slower 
summer months, we have opened a patio 
bar. With my help, Mike Hughes will be 
running this endeavor. There will be an 
article from Mike with details. 
 
A few notes and some thanks: the bar on the 
outside of the building has been made 
golden in color to be reflective of the 
American Legion and SAL logos. The 
functional back bar portion inside the 
Pulaski room was purchased from the VFW 
in Skokie which, sadly, is no more. I would 
like to thank Neil Franke and Mike Hughes 
for their help in wrestling said bar out of the 
VFW and into Post 42. My injuries and back 
are finally feeling better-……I’m glad 
nobody brought along the swear jar. Also 
due a great deal of thanks is Ricky Peterson 
for his generous work fully plumbing 
everything in the room to allow us more 
than just a lemonade stand. 

 
Canal Shores is a partner in all of this, and I 
look forward to furthering our relationship. I 
would like to thank them in their assistance 
thus far. All very exciting, and very well 
received. So far in its infancy. Please come 
by and see for yourselves. 
 
On another note, I’ve brought in a veteran 
owned and run spirits brand, Leadslinger. 
We have a trial bottle of each of their 
offerings: a bourbon, a rye, a spiced rum, 
and a cinnamon spiced whiskey. Let me 
know if we should carry any of these in the 
future. 
 
Cheers! 
Nick Grube 
ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com. 

 
POST 42 – THE PATIO AT CANAL 

SHORES 
 
The Patio at Canal Shores is now open for 
the summer!  Going forward, there will be 
music, food and drinks available on the  
patio daily. 
 
Evanston resident Mike Hughes has been at 
the helm of this project since he volunteered 
to increase revenue at Evanston Post 42 
American Legion earlier this year and has 
since been working on a collaboration 
between Post 42 and the Canal Shores Golf 
Course who share the same building in front 
of the 1st hole fairway of the golf course. 
 
Last summer for the first time Evanston 
Space hosted the Out of Space concerts with 
Mavis Staples and the Indigo Girls at The 
Patio at Canal Shores.  This summer, Space 
will host four days of shows Aug 8-11 
featuring: Cake, Mandolin Orange & I'm 
With Her, Jeff Tweedy, and Bruce Hornsby 
with Suzanne Vega. 
 
“Other than this major music event, this 
outdoor space has been grossly under 
utilized.  It’s the 100th anniversary this 

mailto:flanzarotta@gmail.com
mailto:ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com
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summer of both Canal Shores and Post 42 
American Legion and not only does the 
surrounding community want to support 
their legacy but also see this space and 
venue thrive,” says Hughes.  
 
What Hughes proposed and has been 
approved is Post 42 - The Patio at Canal 
Shores.  “The Patio will be very unique for 
the North Shore as it will offer a family 
friendly, outdoor environment that will be 
available to the public 7 days and nights a 
week to support golfers as well as special 
music and entertainment events.  And 
what’s best, the revenue generated will go to 
serve the benefit of the volunteer managed 
community golf course as well as programs 
supporting our local veterans. “ 
 
The bar will have a 4-product draft beer 
system serving local craft favorites, multiple 
varieties of cocktails, wines and canned 
beers.  The patio will also offer a limited 
menu of sandwiches and snacks, soft drinks, 
scooped ice cream, and candy. 
 
The Patio will open Mondays through 
Fridays starting at noon and 10:00 AM 
Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays. 
 
Tuesday July 9 the City of Evanston will 
host a free performance by Esso – Chicago’s 
tropical funk band from 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM. 
 
Post 42 is currently working with local 
musicians to create a full schedule of 
summer events.  More information about 
The Patio at Canal Shores including 
upcoming bands, menu updates and more 
can be found at @post42patio on Facebook 
and Instagram.  
 

GOLF COURSE NEWS 
 

 
 

Canal Shores is pleased to announce that all 
veterans will receive a 10% discount on all 
rounds of gold and merchandise in the pro 
shop. 

The Golf Course is Open!  Current Pro Shop 
hours are 6:00AM - 6:00PM weather  
permitting. 

Are you to be receiving this by E-MAIL? 
Please send your e-mail address to: 
evanstonp42@gmail.com or send it to 
danlmf@reagan.com and we will send it to 
you whenever we publish. 

mailto:evanstonp42@gmail.com
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SHRAPNEL is a publication of Evanston Post 42, American Legion, all rights are reserved. 
 

2019 Legion Year Officers   - Post 42 
Commander   James M. Brusek           773-263-4726 
Senior Vice-Commander Will Candelario           847-529-0137 
Junior Vice-Commander Kyle Vocelka            312-888-6885 
Adjutant   Greg Wilson                                     224-381-5010 
Finance Officer Joe Jefferson         312-339-0872 
Service Officer James Farley         847-866-8486 
Sergeant at Arms      David Hurwitz         323-518-3159 
Chaplain   Christine Chevlin           773-685-5975 
Historian   Michael Carder           708-990-3489 
SAL Commander  Daniel Kelley            847-226-3652 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Adam Kwiecinski Michael Wojciechowski  Chris Meter 
 
Newsletter Editor: Dan Fleming 
Contributions are always welcome.  Contact Dan Fleming (847) 769-5242 or by e-mail at evanstonp42@gmail.com 
 

 
 

POST 42    DATES TO REMEMBER 2019 
PLEASE NOTE REVISED MEETING TIMES! 

 
2019 

 
July 4 4th of July Parade Meet at Post 10:00 AM – Parade 

starting Point 2:00 PM 
July 4 NO GENERAL BUSINESS MTG 
July 10-14 Dept DEC & Convention Springfield Illinois 
July 25 Board Mtg 7:30 PM 
August 1 General Business Mtg 7:30 (Food Afterward) 
August 11 Post SAL Golf Outing/Picnic 
August 22 Board Mtg 7:30 PM 
September 5 General Business Mtg 7:30 PM (Food Afterward) 
September 18 7th District Mtg at Lincolnwood post 134 7:30 
September 22  Post 42 100th Anniversary Celebration at Post 42 
September 26 Board Mtg 7:30 PM  
 
Note: Some Dates are subject to change and marked “tentative”. 


	BOARD OF DIRECTORS

