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“Commander’s 
Corner” 

 
Serving Veterans – Mentoring Youth 

Supporting Your Community 

 
The 3rd quarter is in the history book, and it 
was a busy one - starting off with Flag day, 
where we, the American Legion, are charged 
with the responsibility to properly dispose of 
unserviceable American flags. On June 14th, 
our chaplain initiated the ceremony with a 
prayer, and then the burning of the 
unserviceable flags began. Every year we 
end up with hundreds of flags and we can no 
longer burn them ourselves. We are looking 
at alternative sites for proper disposal. 
The 4th of July Parade was, once again, a 
huge success! The Legion trailer was 
decorated and towed in the parade, while 
Chip Covington and his fellow musicians 
entertained thousands of people that lined 
the parade route. We could use more 
participants from the Legion next year! 
Also in July was the Legion State 
Convention held in Springfield, Il. Your post 

was well represented, and we brought back a 
plethora of brochures and useful 
information.  
August was busy with the SAL Golf Outing 
and the Legion Family Picnic. Anthony 
Switzer did a fabulous job in heading up the 
picnic committee. A big thank should go to 
all those who made the day a great success: 
Chefs: Greg Lisinski & Mike 
Wojciechowski; food prep: Joe Port, Tony 
Switzer, Greg Wilson & Neil Franke. A 
special shout out and thank you goes out to 
the Boy Scouts, scout leaders and other 
volunteers that helped you enjoy a 
wonderful picnic. 
Upcoming events in the last quarter of 2016: 
 
Friday, 14 October  Glow Ball Tournament 
 
Friday, 11 November Veteran’s Day 
(Fountain Square) 
 
Saturday, 12 November   Pancake Breakfast 
 
Sunday, 11 December   Post Christmas Party 
 
From 1 October through 11 December 2016, 
Post 42 will once again participate in the 
collection of warm, clean, serviceable 
clothing for our homeless veterans. Both 
male & female clothing is needed, plus any 
suitcases, backpacks or other containers that 
these homeless veterans can carry their 
meager belongings with them. So let’s go 
through our closets and find those clothing 
items that are out of style, or out of our 
current size charts, pack them up and drop 
them off at the Post. 
 

JULY 2017

1 

Evanston American Legion Post 42 is proud 
to announce our Past Commander Micheal 
Carder was nominated at the 1st Division
Cook County Council annual convention to   
serve in the high office of Senior Vice-
Commander for the Department of Illinois 
for the 2018 Legion Year. For the first time 
in the near 100-year history of our Post, one 
of our own could rise to the office of 
Commander of the Department of Illinois, 
comprising nearly 82,000 members. 

Commander for the Department of Illinois 
for the 2018 Legion Year. For the first time 
in the near 100-year history of our Post, one 
of our own could rise to the office of 
Commander of the Department of Illinois, 
comprising nearly 82,000 members. 

Once elected at the Department of Illinois 
Convention at its election session on July 
15, 2017, Mike will serve as Department 
Senior Vice-Commander for the Legion year 
2018 (July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018). Mike 
will be serving in his 27th year as a Legion 
and Post 42 member. He is a Vietnam War 
Veteran and a Panama Veteran. He served in 
the Army and Army Reserve for 30 years. 

In service to Post 42, Mike has served as 
Post 42 Commander, 7th District 
Commander, 1st Division Commander and 
is now on his way toward the top job in the 
Department of Illinois. His late wife, Nancy 
Carder, was also a Past Post 42 Commander  

 

 

and Past 7th District Commander who is still 
sorely missed by all who knew her. Should 
Mike attain the office of Department 
Commander, he would have accomplished 
something that no one in the long history of 
Evanston Post 42 has ever even come close 
to.  

We at Post 42 are deeply proud of Mike 
Carder and hope that all our Post Family 
will join us in congratulating him and his 
incredible achievement. 

PC Mike Carder to be the Senior Vice Commander 
for the Department of Illinois. 
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“Commander’s 
Corner”

Serving Veterans – Mentoring Youth 
Supporting Your Community 

July is always the beginning of the 
Legionnaire Year. The Legionnaire year 
runs from 1 July through 30 June. 

That means your annual dues are once again 
due. There has been no increase this year, so 
annual dues remain at $40.00. Please 
consider renewing early and please consider 
getting a new member to join your Post. 

This past year marks the second year in a 
row that your Post maintained 100% 
membership. Thank you to all who helped 
maintain this standard. That may sound easy 
enough, until you consider that every year 
we lose membership to “Post Everlasting,” 
transfers, and members just not renewing. 
Every year we need to replace all these lost 
members, and it takes all of us to keep your 
Post vibrant, active and vital to Veterans, 
youth & our community. Please keep your 
Post in mind when you talk to veterans, 
bring them to a business meeting (1st 

Thursday of every month) and invite them to 
one of the many functions at your Post. 

Again, this year, your Post will be 
participating in Evanston’s 4th of July 
Parade. We will have a trailer with Blue 
Grass Musicians and other personnel riding 
along. We have marchers, and a few have 

the honor of carrying our Nations Colors, 
your Post’s colors, and rifle bearers. We also 
have the Boy Scouts & Cub Scouts, 
supported by your Post, marching with us. 
Consider joining us (riding or marching). 

Mark 13 August 2017 on your calendars 
now. That is the SAL golf outing and 
Legion Family Picnic. Tee off times begin at 
0700. Consider putting a foursome together. 
Canal Shores Golf Course has never looked 
better or played better. The picnic begins at 
noon, and there is always enough food & 
drink to satisfy everybody. 

1 July 2017 will be my fifth year as your 
Commander! That’s three years longer than 
it is supposed to be. Your Post needs many 
positions filled: Junior Vice, Senior Vice, 
Children & Youth and a couple of board 
members. We need new people with new 
ideas, new energy to keep your Post 
functional, active and vibrant. Any 
Legionnaire interested in getting more 
involved with your Post, please contact any 
current officer to discuss your options. It 
will only be a few rewarding years, if we 
can fill the vacancies and keep the pipeline 
full of potential members.  

Your Post’s General Business Meetings are 
scheduled for the first Thursday of every 
month. The meeting begins at 1930 hrs and 
is usually completed by 2100 hrs. There is a 
small snack served immediately after the 
meeting. Come out, listen to what your Post 
is doing and consider getting involved. 
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FROM YOUR SAL 
COMMANDER 

As I prepare this article, plans are being 
finalized for the Detachment of Illinois 
Convention. I will be representing our 
Squadron at the convention during the 
weekend of June 23rd in Deland, Illinois,
which is located in rural Piatt County. 

As of the June 9th report, Squadron 42 is
ranked eighth in the Detachment of Illinois 
and first in the 7th District. Our membership
total of 180 represents a new all-time high 
for Squadron 42. My hope is that someday 
this improved membership will result in 
more volunteers and participants in Legion 
sponsored events and more donations to 
Legion charities and fund raisers. During the 
past year, we were recognized for our 
Squadron’s donation to the Child Welfare 
Foundation.  
The Legion operates on a fiscal year basis, 
so the 2018 membership year begins on July 
1, 2017. New membership cards will be 
available following the Detachment 
Convention. Renewal notices should be in 
the mail soon. For those who renew on time, 
annual membership dues will remain 
unchanged ($20.00). If you prefer to receive 
multiple late notices concerning your 
membership renewal, you will be subject to 
additional late penalties after August 1st. Do 
the right thing and submit your dues on 
time.  

Another important membership concern is 
that everyone needs to verify the mailing 
address and contact information. If you have 

changed your residential address (or 
business address if you prefer to receive 
your SAL correspondence at work), it is 
your responsibility to update your 
membership record. A form will be provided 
in the mass mailing.  

One item that is frequently left unanswered 
on many membership forms is the 
applicant’s birth date. The reason that the 
Legion has requested this information is 
because plans were discussed to provide an 
insurance benefit to all members at no cost. 
In order for such a plan to be developed, it is 
necessary to have birth dates on file. Thus 
far, too few individual members have 
responded. The planned benefit would not 
be a substitute for your primary insurance 
policy, but a small supplement.  

Recently, I attended the First Division 
meeting. As always, there was some 
encouraging news and some less welcome 
reports. Discussion was had about the need 
to better educate the current generation 
about “Poppy Day” fund raising. Our 
schools are no longer teaching history as 
well as once was the case and some people 
are not familiar with the First World War or 
Flanders Fields. Poppy sales are important 
because the American government and the 
Veterans Administration simply do not 
provide enough support for disabled 
veterans. The monies that we raise help fill 
this void.  

On June 6th, I searched the television listings
for any programming or films 
commemorating “D-Day.” I was somewhat 
shocked that most stations, including some 
cable channels, took a pass this year. I 
wound up watching “The Longest Day” on a 
videotape cassette. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. 
(played by Henry Fonda) is one of the 
heroes of the Normandy Invasion. He was 
also instrumental in the creation of the 
American Legion, which was founded in 
March of 1919.  

Roosevelt was already a decorated veteran 
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of the First World War and he reenlisted in 
the Army in 1941 at the age of fifty-three. 
He was suffering from arthritis (which 
forced him to walk with a cane) and heart 
disease when he landed on Utah Beach. 
Learning that his landing craft had drifted 
one mile from its intended position, he 
instructed his troops “We’ll start the war 
from right here!”  

When asked to describe the single most 
heroic action that he had witnessed in 
combat, Lieutenant General Omar Bradley 
responded “Ted Roosevelt on Utah Beach.” 
After suffering a fatal heart attack in July of 
1944, Roosevelt was posthumously awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor. (His 
father, President Theodore Roosevelt, was 
belatedly awarded the same decoration, 
posthumously, for his actions in the 
Spanish-American War.) He is buried in 
Normandy.   

Congratulations are due to Legionnaire 
Michael Carder, a past Commander of Post 
42. In addition to other titles and offices in
the 7th District and 1st Division. He will be
assuming the position of senior Vice
Commander of the Department of Illinois at
the Department Convention next month in
Springfield.

Please save the date of August 13th for the
annual Sons of the American Legion Golf 
Tournament. After meeting expenses and 
awarding prizes, all of the proceeds are used 
to support Post 42. The tournament uses a 
Scramble format with Peoria handicapping, 
so any team of golfers can compete for the 
prizes.  

More detailed information will follow 
shortly. 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Remember The Past to Build the 
Future 

This was my first official Memorial Day. I 
had no past memories of how things were 
done in years gone by.  I thought it went 
well at the cemetery service and at the 
Patriot Park service. 

We had a good turnout at both events.  At 
Patriot Park it was standing room only.  For 
me Patriot Park had a sense of Flanders 
Field, as it’s not far from water, although a 
lot closer to Lake Michigan than Flanders 
Fields is to the English Channel  
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Both services were very dignified and we 
were fortunate to have Chaplin Kuhn at both 
ceremonies.  I was honored to serve as the 
Mistress of Ceremonies. 

Chaplin Chris 

Post 42’s Rebuilding Together Effort 
Is Successful Once Again 

A special thanks to all who helped with our 
Rebuilding Together project this year.  Our 

client, an Evanston senior who is legally 
blind, was most pleased with our volunteer 
work this past April. Our Post (members and 
SAL brothers too) and Boy Scout Troop #3 
completed a clean out of her house and 
garage. We were also able to power wash 
the siding, repair screens and complete a 
great deal of yard work.  We logged in 222 
hours of volunteer work that included the 
preparation time, Rebuilding Together Day 
and some post RT day hours. James, her 
grandson, was invaluable. His cooperation 
and devotion to the project helped make it 
go so smoothly. Mrs. Curtis is so pleased 
and was worried that she did not thank 
everyone. I assured her that the thanks 
would be offered to one and all.  

I’d like to offer a special thanks to Past 
Commander Greg Wilson. Greg was able to 
devote an extra measure of his time and 
talent to our project. Mr. Wilson helped 
power wash the entire house and was able to 
lend a helping hand to me before, during and 
after our project.   

Our client’s husband (deceased) served with 
the USMC in Korea and we became quite 
aware of that during the clean up. An old 
bagged-up poster board (containing great 
sentimental value) was nearly tossed into the 
dumpster. One of the scouts noticed that is 
was not tagged as garbage and that the 
poster had old photos glued onto it. He 
brought it to my attention, and we saved the 
item. It was later discovered that it also 
contained Mr. Curtis’s dog tags from the 
USMC! 

Post #42 lends only our talent and time to 
the effort. Now, if you would like to part 
with some of your treasures, you may donate 
at  
https://rebuildingtogethernsc.org/donation/  
or  

Rebuilding Together North Suburban 
Chapter 

P.O. Box 626 
Glenview, Illinois 60025 
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See you next April! 

House Captain Karl Z. Kuhn 

Past Commander John Russo 
1941-2017 

It is with great sadness that we at Post 42 
announce the passing of Comrade John S. 
Russo.  John was a member of Evanston 
Post 42 for 28 years. John was a proud 
veteran of the Vietnam Era and served with 
the 1st Infantry Division at Ft Riley Kansas. 
 In service to the Post as a Veteran, John 
served on the Board of Directors, as Junior 
Vice Commander, Senior Vice-Commander 
and then was Commander for Legion Years 
2002 and 2003.   

John is survived by his wife, Diane, two 
children, grandchildren and had one great 
grandchild on the way.  He was 76 years old. 

  Veteran Affairs 

Service Officer 
James Farley 

2017 Poppy Week Collection 
Drive - We set a new record! 

The Poppy team from Post 42 organized a 
record setting collection drive this year. 
Under the expert leadership of Gerry 
Romme and John Champaign, the Post 
members and SAL members were able to 
collect over $4,400 this year. With our 
Corporation donations, the team added 
$5,449 to the Poppy fund. 

We had seventeen volunteers hitting the 
streets of Evanston to benefit from the 
generosity of the people in the community. 
The money collected is spent directly on 
helping veterans. We sponsor outings to take 
hospital patients to sporting events and we 
often purchase meals for the patients at 
James A. Lovell VA Hospital. In addition, 
we help individual veterans through hard 
times. We look forward to being able to do 
more of the same and assist needy veterans 
in the coming year. 
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Thanks to all the volunteers for the time they 
devoted to the is great cause. Also, thanks to 
the generosity of the people our great city of 
Evanston! 

Memorial Day Grave Decoration 

A big thank you to the Scouts and Leaders 
from Troop 3. We had a very enthusiastic 
team of Boy Scouts and Explorers that were 
able to cover the very large area of 
Memorial Park in Skokie. 

The Scouts placed new flags on all the 
veteran’s graves and collected the old 
decorations. They were able to complete this 
honorable task and still avoid the local 
coyote who was prowling his turf. The staff 
at Memorial Park provided a cook out lunch 
for the team after the work was done. 
Special thanks to the Scout leaders and three 
members of Post 42 for their leadership and 
support. Mike Carder, Brian Beatty and Jim 
Farley attended the event. 

 

James A. Lovell Federal Health Care 
Center activities. 

Post 42 members are very active supporting 
several events conducted for the Veteran 
Hospital patients. On June 20,  John 
Campaign, Joe Port and Jim Farley 
organized and operated a Bean Bag Toss 
Game at the Annual  Carnival at the 
hospital. We ran the game and awarded 
several prizes to the winners. It is always a 
hit with the vets. 

On June 25 the hospital is taking a number 
of veteran patients to a WNBA basketball 
game at the Allstate Arena. The Post will 
have a few members attend and will buy 
dinner for the group at the local restaurant 

6th Annual Pasta Dinner 
We just completed our 6th Annual Pasta
Dinner in Support of the Lovell Legends on 
Saturday 20 May 2017.  The Lovell Legends 
are a group of disabled veterans who will be 
competing again in multiple sporting events. 
This year, the team will consist of female 
and male disabled veterans and 2 coaches. 
The event will be held in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
17-22 July 2017. The costs for these athletes
are almost entirely paid for by donations.
Meals for the veterans are paid for by
Corporate sponsors on competition days
with all other expenses paid for by local
donations.  We would like to thank
Graziano’s Italian Restaurant, Bennisons
Bakery, Great Harvest Bread Company, and
Starbucks for their donations to the event, all
the Post 42 Members and the Boy Scouts,
Troop 3 who donated their time to make this
the most successful event yet!!  As a result
of your support, we have raised this year
$6278.51 to support the team!! A listing of
this year's raffle prize winners is listed on
our web site evanstonpost42.com.



8 

Allen J. Lynch Shootout 

On Friday, 2 June 2017, The Allen J. Lynch 
Medal of Honor Veterans Foundation hosted 
its fourth annual summer fundraiser at the 
private McGraw Wildlife Foundation in 
Dundee Township, Illinois. It was a fun, but 
challenging. 

The 10-station circuit of sporting clays, 
included available flurries and “Annie 
Oakley” competitions. 

American Legion Post 42 was very well 
represented at this year’s sporting clays 
event. Commander James Brusek was a 
volunteer and was assigned as a golf cart 
driver. He transported participants between 
then main lodge and the shooting course and 
then back to the lodge for dinner & awards. 

Legionnaire Christopher Meter was one of 
two shooting participants from Post 42. 

SAL member Kenneth Clarke was the 
second participant. In the sporting clays 
portion of the competition, both members 
fared well. However, in the Annie Oakley 
competition, after numerous shootouts, 
multiple boxes of shells, the elimination of 
the other competitors, Ken Clarke was the 
last man standing and the WINNER!  
Congratulations! 
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The Lynch Foundation is a 501(c) 
3 organization, founded to create stop-gap 
measure funding to veterans and their 
families. The goal is to provide assistance in 
the recovery or education process allowing a 
veteran to move forward in their life.  

The Lynch Foundation provides grants to 
veterans who are in need of financial 
assistance. In general, Veterans or their 
dependents will receive a one-time grant to 
assist in overcoming financial hardships. 
The Foundation, provides a wide range of 
grant assistance; including but not limited to 
rent, temporary housing, medical expenses 
and auto payment. All funds are paid 
directly to creditors or service providers. 
They do not pay grants directly to 
applicants. 

CLUBROOM NEWS 

Welcome to Spring in the Club Room. 

Don’t forget to join us for some spectacular 
Bluegrass concerts. To find out who is 
playing, go to ChicagoBluegrass.com. 

Upcoming concerts are scheduled for April 
9th, April 22nd & May 13th.

We continue to sell out the Evanston Live 
event. Try and join us April 29th or June
24th. This retro-cool talk show features
Evanston artists, musicians, chefs, local 
notables and historians. You can get your 
tickets at 
https://squareup.com/store/evanston-live .  

For beer lovers, the taps have been running 
at Post 42. We have the old standby 
favorites like Old Style and Coors Light, of 
course. We also have a rotating stable of 
microbrews from Sketchbook, Half Acre 
and others. With a total of 6 taps you’re sure 
to find something you’ll like. If you like 
Irish Stout, we have an excellent one from 
Sketchbook. You’ll need to stop by soon as 
it’s going fast. 

Don’t forget to buy your Queen of Hearts 
raffle tickets to help support a new 2nd floor
deck project for the Legion. The pot will be 
over $3,600.00 for our next drawing. Tickets 
are $2.00 each, 3 for $5.00 or 15 for $20.00. 
Every Monday at 8pm we pick a raffle 
ticket, and that person gets to turn over one 
of the cards on the board. If you are there 
and pick the Queen of Hearts, you split the 
pot with the Legion. Each week the Queen 
of Hearts isn’t pulled you have better odds 
of winning, and the pot continues to 
increase. 

We are in the planning stages of a fundraiser 
concert out on the golf course with food, 
drink and laser tag. Look for more 
information soon, but we are tentatively 
looking at June 9th so keep your calendar
open.  

As always, let me know if you have any 
questions or comments. You can leave a 
message at the Post 42 phone number or 
email me at 
ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

The new membership is now upon us.  You 
can renew your membership by going to our 
web page, www.evanstonpost42.com and 
following the link to memberships or you 
can come up to the Post and pay your 
friendly bartender. 

As stated previously, we can be 
found at www.evanstonpost42.com. When 
you visit us, you will find all the latest info, 
upcoming events, Post information, and a 
wealth of other information.  For those who 
are more technologically adept, we can be 
found on Face Book. 
www.facebook.com/EvanstonPost42 

RECEIVE SHRAPNEL BY E-MAIL? 
Just send your e-mail address to: 
evanstonp42@gmail.com or 
danlmf@reagan.com and we will send it to 
you whenever we publish.



11 

SHRAPNEL is a publication of Evanston Post 42, American Legion, all rights are reserved.

2016 Legion Year Officers   - Post 42 

Commander  James M Brusek 773-263-4726
Senior Vice-Commander VACANT  
Junior Vice-Commander VACANT  
Adjutant Greg Lisinski 847-309-8074
Finance Officer Dan Fleming 847-769-5242
Service Officer James Farley 847-866-8486
Sergeant at Arms     David Hurwitz 773-368-9727
Chaplain Christine Chevlin 773- 685-5975
Past Commander Greg Wilson    224-381-5010
SAL Commander Daniel Kelley  847-226-3652

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Adam Kwiecinski Michael Wojciechowski   

Newsletter Editor: Dan Fleming 
Contributions are always welcome.  Contact Dan Fleming (847) 769-5242 or by e-mail at evanstonp42@gmail.com 

POST 42    DATES TO REMEMBER 2016-2017 

PLEASE NOTE REVISED MEETING TIMES! 

2017 

July 4 4th of July Parade Assembly begins 12:30 pm at starting point 
Parade at 2pm 

July 6 NO BUSINESS MEETING 
July 27 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
August 3 General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward) 
August 13 Post 42-SAL Golf Outing and American Legion Picnic 
August 23 Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

Note: Some Dates are subject to change and marked “tentative.” 


