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“COMMANDER’S CORNER” 

 
Serving Veterans –  
Mentoring Youth 

Supporting Your Community 
 

 
The first quarter of 2016 is behind us. It was 
an active quarter, but then we plan to be 
active all through the year. 
 
Let me start this article by inviting everyone 
receiving the “Shrapnel” to attend your Post 
Business Meetings, always held on the First 
Thursday of the month, starting at 7:30pm. 
A light meal is served immediately after. We 
are an active Post, and there is always some 
event or activity being proposed, planned or 
participated in. The upcoming calendar 
quarter is no different. 
 
On Saturday 30 April, Post Legionnaires, 
SAL members, Boy Scouts, Boosters and 
other volunteers will participate in 
“Rebuilding Together Service Project.” 
Working together, with the City of 
Evanston, we will be given a residence to 

clean, paint, repair, & do yard work. Our 
Team leader, Chaplin Karl Kuhn, has 
attended all the pre meetings, working to 
select a local resident, working to fine tune 
the budget, purchase the required supplies, 
so that on April 30th the volunteers can get 
the job done. Consider giving up a Saturday 
to volunteer your time & talents to improve 
the life of a neighbor. 
 
Two weeks later, on Saturday,14 May, “The 
Pasta Dinner, Raffle & Silent Auction” to 
benefit Lovell Legends Wheelchair Team 
will be happening. Over the past four (4) 
Benefit dinners, we have been able to 
provide over $20,000.00 to the Wheelchair 
team. This function doesn’t happen in a 
vacuum! We could use you to spread the 
word about this wonderful fundraiser. In 
addition, we are in need of Raffle & Silent 
auction donations and donations of 
provisions for the dinner. We could use help 
in the kitchen, both pre & post dinner, as 
well as monetary donations. And most 
importantly, we could use you, your family 
& friends to come to dinner, buy raffle 
tickets, and participate in the silent auction. 
It’s for a good cause! Visit our website often 
to see the growing list of raffle items. 
www.evanstonp42.com 
 
The end of May, 26-30, we need volunteers, 
volunteers, volunteers! It’s the annual Poppy 
Days, and we need people on the street, in 
the parking lots, at rail & bus stops, 
anywhere we can go in Evanston, to sell 
Poppies! Every cent raised, goes directly 
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Commaner’s Corner 
Greetings fellow Lgionnaires & SAL 
Members,   

I would like to thank all who attended 
the annual Picnic. Despite the last minute 
date change & the ominous looking weather 
earlier in the day, it was a good turnout! 
Special thanks to Tony Switzer who chaired 
the Committee, & our grill meisters, Mike 
Wojciechowski & Greg Lisinski. And a very 
special Thank You to Troop 3 Scouts, their 
leaders, Cub Pack 903, their leaders & the 
myriad of behind the scene volunteers that 
made the Picnic happen! 

If you loved the food at the picnic, you 
haven’t tasted anything yet. Coming to the 
Post on Saturday, 31 October 2015, the 
infamous Old Fashioned Pancake 
Breakfast. All you can eat Pancakes, Eggs 
to order, Sausage, Juice, and Milk & Coffee. 
All proceeds benefits Evanston’s local 
charities, area VAMC’s & Fisher House.    

The National American Legion has 
passed a $5.00 per capita increase at the 
National Convention, just concluded in 
Baltimore, Maryland. This will bring the 
total per capita sent in with each 
membership processed to $31.00, up from 
$26.00, effective with any cards processed 
by National on or after 20 January 2016.  

All 2016 memberships processed by 
National before 20 January 2016, will be 
processed at the $26.00 per capita rate. For 
those Legionnaires who are annual 
memberships, be advised that annual dues 
will be increased to $40.00 as of 20 January 
2016. In order to help mitigate the price 
increase, Department has instituted a 5 year 
plan, where you can pre-purchase the next 
five years at the current rate of $35.00,for a 
total of $175.00. 

We are still looking for “a few good 
men/women” for the open positions in the 
Post Leadership roles. The more members 
we have involved with Post operations, the  

less work one individual will have to do. 
Get involved and share the load! 
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back to our veteran’s programs. Consider 
spending some time selling Poppies.  
 
On 28 May, we participate in Veteran Grave 
Decorations at Memorial Park. Join us, 
when we will place flags on veteran’s grave 
sites. 
 
On 30 May, Memorial Day, we will have 
ceremonies at Memorial Park at 8:00am and 
Fountain Square at 10:30am.  
 
In June we have Flag Day, where we retire 
tattered flags.  
 
From the above list of activities, you can see 
that your Post can use your help, financially 
and physically. Please consider getting 
involved. 
 
 
 

 
 
FROM YOUR SAL 
COMMANDER 
 
Where’s your uniform cap? 
 
One of the American Legion traditions at 
Evanston Post 42 is also followed by 
Squadron 42. Our Sons of the American 
Legion uniform caps are not sold to our 
members. The caps are earned and awarded 
for service to the Post or Squadron.  
 
A member could earn his cap in a variety of 
ways such as serving as an officer, attending 
meetings, volunteering, or working on a 
project. Some members qualified simply by 

helping us set up tables and chairs or 
cleaning the hall on several occasions. In 
recognition of such activities, an SAL 
member would be presented with a uniform 
cap. The covers are not mass manufactured. 
Each cap is custom made and fitted to the 
wearer’s measured hat size. Just as our caps 
are individually made, so too are the ways in 
which each member could earn his 
individual cover. 
 
The Sons of the American Legion are 
dedicated to assisting the American Legion 
and continuing to honor the sacrifices that 
our family members provided to America 
through their military service. Membership 
in the SAL is meant to be more of a 
commitment than merely signing a 
membership application or paying one’s 
annual dues. It is paradoxical that Squadron 
42 has been recognized for its large 
membership while so many Sons seem 
members solely on paper lists and mailing 
labels.   
 
Have you volunteered lately? For many 
nominal members of the Squadron, the 
answer is probably no. While many people 
lead busy lives, there are many smaller 
things that everyone can do to support our 
Post that do not require too much time. It 
may be as simple as buying a meal ticket to 
a fundraising breakfast or dinner, making a 
donation, or buying raffle tickets. In May, 
the Post is holding a Pasta Dinner to benefit 
the “Lovell Legends.” These disabled 
veterans from the North Chicago VA 
Hospital participate in Olympic style games 
against other disabled athletes. The funds 
from the dinner are used to help defray their 
travel expenses. At the same time as the 
Pasta Dinner, there is a Silent Auction and 
the funds raised are also used to benefit the 
“Lovell Legends” team.  To enter drawings, 
all you need to do is purchase tickets and 
place the completed ticket stubs in the boxes 
representing the articles or prizes that 
interest you the most.  
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Maybe you cannot attend the dinner, but 
tickets for the auction are on sale for almost 
six weeks before the drawings. It will not 
take too much time for you to buy a Poppy 
before Memorial Day. Our more active 
members will actually join the Legionnaires 
and sell the Poppies to others in the days 
before the holiday.   
 
The major fundraising event conducted by 
Squadron 42 each summer is the golf outing 
which coincides with the day of the Legion 
Picnic. After meeting expenses and 
awarding prizes, all of the proceeds raised 
from the golf outing benefit Post 42. In 
addition to funds that were donated to Post 
42 last summer, the Squadron also donated 
banners and flags that are now on display in 
the building entrance and in the main hall. If 
you play golf, why not sign up for the SAL 
tournament this August? The event uses a 
scramble format and Peoria handicapping, 
so every team of golfers have a chance to 
compete for the prizes. So what’s stopping 
you from putting together a foursome?  
 
The Sons of the American Legion also 
participate in other activities at the district, 
division (county) and detachment (state) 
level. Squadron 42 has not participated at 
the national level, but someday that might 
also come to pass. Not all of our activities 
involve hard labor. A recent 1st Division 
fundraising event was held at the Allstate 
Arena where the SAL members attended a 
Chicago Wolves’ hockey game together.  
    
I would throw down a challenge coin, but 
some of you have not been issued your coins 
yet because we have not seen you.. 
According to our constitution, there is only 
one category of SAL membership: active 
membership. 
Do your part. Get active! If every member 
volunteered a few hours annually, we would 
achieve so much together! Help us out by 
updating your email addresses and checking 
the Shrapnel and the bulletin boards for 
notices. 
 

 
 
Service Officer James Farley 
 
VETERANS ACTIVITIES 
 

PASTA DINNER 
 
Post 42 will be holding the Annual Pasta 
Dinner fundraiser event on May 14, 2016. 
This event will benefit the James A. Lovell 
Federal Health Care Center wheel chair 
athletes, the “Lovell Legends.” Last year 
our team won several medals, and we are 
very proud of their achievements. The Post 
will sponsor the team again this year and 
help fund their expenses to compete in the 
national competition. We raised over $4,000 
last year and are hoping to beat that amount 
in 2016. 
 
Tickets to the event are available at the Post 
Club Room for $12 per person in advance or 
$15 at the door. Children under 6 years are 
free. There will be many great raffle prizes 
and silent auction items for bidding. Buy 
your raffle tickets at the Post Club Room. 
The raffle tickets are $5 each, 6 for $25 and 
13 tickets for $50. Mark your calendars, and 
bring your friends for a fun evening. 
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participated in collecting clean, serviceable 
winter clothing for both male & female 
homeless veterans. Although it was a 
relatively warm winter, there are many 
homeless veterans that are warmer because 
of your donations. In addition to clothing, 
we also collected serviceable shoes, boots, 
luggage, backpacks and duffel bags so that 
the homeless can carry their belongings with 
them. Thank you to all that donated! 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
July 1st will start our new membership year. 
Legionnaire dues are now $40 with SAL and 
Associate memberships remaining the same.  
We ask that you help us by renewing your 
memberships promptly….which you can do 
by either coming up to the Post or your can 
renew online at www.evanstonpot42.com  
by following the links.  For Associate 
Members, after renewing online, your 2017 
membership card will print out for you upon 
completing the renewal process.  We also 
have a program where you can earn a 
membership pin if you recruit a new 
member for the 2017 membership year.   
 
When you visit us online you will find all 
the latest info, upcoming events, Post news, 
and a wealth of other information.  For those 
who are more technology adept, we can also 
be found on Face Book.  

www.facebook.com/EvanstonPost42 
Please note that we are no longer using PO 
Box 42 as our address.  Please address all 
correspondence to: 
 

Evanston American Legion Post 42 
1030 Central 

Evanston IL 60201 
 
E-MAIL UPDATES 
If you know of anyone who is not getting 
Shrapnel or other correspondence from the 
post, ask then to send their e-mail address 
to: evanstonp42@gmail.com.   
 
Thanks for you help! 

 
Daniel J. Kelley 
Squadron Commander 
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MEMORIAL DAY 
 
All Post members are invited to help 
decorate veteran’s graves at Memorial Park 
in Skokie. We will be placing flags on all 
the graves with the help of the local Boy 
Scout troops. We can always use more help. 
So please come out on the Holiday to help. 

The Post will also be coordinating the 
Memorial Day ceremony at Memorial Park. 
Look for more details on the Post web site in 
the next few weeks. 

P.A.W.W.S. 
 
On 28 February, my wife and I attended the 
4th Annual PAWWS benefit.  PAWWS 
stands for Paws Assisting Wounded 
Warriors. The fee for the event provided a 
buffet meal, dessert table, raffle prizes and a 
number of live auctions as well:  cigars, 
trips, t-shirts, sports memorabilia, chairs just 
to name a few. 
  
Pam Bennett is the owner of PAWWS, and 
she and her staff raise and train dogs for 
veterans with PTSD.  Once training is 
completed, the dog is matched to a veteran 
and given to them for FREE!  Pam also 
provides veterinarian services for the life of 
the dog as well. 
 
She has matched a number of dogs and 
veterans and continually asks for help via 
donations and benefit events to defray the 
cost of the program.  Our Post 42 was 
sympathetic in her cause and donated $200 
for which Pam was very grateful. 
 
PAWWS has its own website as well as its 
own Facebook page.  If you’d like more 
information about PAWWS and you’d like 
to help in some way, contact Pam through 
those websites or contact the Post. 
 
 

 
Pam Bennett and Mike Woiciechowski 
 
 
POPPY DAY 2016 
  
“The Tradition Continues” 
Last year our Post 42 volunteers generated a 
record amount of donations due to their 
efforts! 
These donations funded many programs 
benefiting our veterans, such as . . . 

 Financial assistance 
 The July V.A. Hospital carnival 
 A second visit by Post 42 members 

in August 
 Lunch for Hospital patients at 

Culvers 
 A $200.00 donation to Pets for Vets 
 Thanksgiving dinner hosted by Post 

42 
 A January bowling night out for 

PTSD patients followed by pizza 
and soft drinks 

 Visiting the National Museum at 
Great Lakes and lunch at the Olive 
Garden restaurant 
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This year’s Poppy Day Organizational 
Meeting at Post 42 will be held on Sunday, 
May 22nd beginning at 2:00 pm. 
The Organizational Meeting will provide all 
necessary supplies, review protocol, suggest 
locations, discuss general preps and other 
details. 
Food will be served at approximately 4:00 
pm along with a free drink for the meeting 
participants. 
If you cannot attend but wish to volunteer, 
leave your name and contact information at 
Post 42 by calling 847-475-9076. 
The promotion days are Thursday, May 26th 
through Poppy Day itself, Monday, May 
30th. 
Certainly the Poppy Day Committee realizes 
the time constraints and other obligations 
that we all face on a daily basis. 
All we ask is that you visualize the smiling 
faces of our deserving veterans. 
 
 
 

VETERAN LEGISLATIVE 
ISSUES 

 
Disabled Veterans' Homeowner 

Exemption 
 
If you are a disabled vet, you may be 
eligible for a new real estate tax exemption 
for 2015 taxes paid in 2016. Veterans with a 
service-connected disability as certified by 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs are 
eligible for this annual exemption. It reduces 
by certain amounts the Equalized Assessed 
Value (EAV) on a disabled veteran's 
primary residence, very likely lowering the 
tax bill. 
 
It is very important to note that the 
Equalized Assessed Value (EAV) is not the 
amount of your taxes. The EAV is only the 
partial property value on which your taxes 
are computed: any reduction in EAV is not 
the dollar amount by which your tax bill 
may be lowered. 
 
        

Beginning with Tax Year 2015 (billed and 
paid in 2016), veterans whose level of 
disability is as little as 30%, are eligible for 
a deduction from the EAV of their primary 
residence. The amounts of those EAV 
deductions range from $2,500 to $5,000. 
Also, for the first time, veterans 70% or 
more disabled are totally exempt from 
property taxes. …but you must do it soon. 
With a 70% or higher disability, you are 
exempted for all real estate tax (if your 
home is assessed at $250,000 or lower). For 
50-60% disability, you receive a $5,000 and 
for 30-40% you receive a $2,500 exemption 
 
Here's the URL for the Disabled Veteran 
link on the Cook County Assessor's web 
site: 
        
http://cookcountyassessor.com/Exemptions/

Exemption-Forms.aspx 
 
Information is similar in all Illinois counties. 
Vets can go to their county offices and 
request the ILLINOIS exemptions (some 
other states may also do this soon or ask 
your state representative). 
 
        For additional questions about the 
exemption call the Property Tax Assessor at 
312-443-7550. 
                
                Homeowner Exemption 
        PDF 
<http://cookcountyassessor.com/assets/form
s/HoHS.pdf> 
 
                `Senior Citizen Exemption 
        PDF 
<http://cookcountyassessor.com/assets/form
s/HoHS.pdf> 
 
                Senior Freeze Exemption 
        PDF 
<http://cookcountyassessor.com/assets/form
s/SRFrz.pdf> 
 
                Home Improvement Exemption 
                Returning Veterans' Exemption 
        PDF 
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<http://cookcountyassessor.com/assets/form
s/ReturningVeteransEx.pdf> 
 

Emission Vehicle Testing 

As many of you already know, the Illinois 
budget crisis has resulted in license plate 
renewal notices no longer being mailed. In 
addition, the state Environmental Protection 
Agency is no longer sending out emissions 
test notices to vehicle owners. This test is 
required when drivers try to renew their 
license plates, but the EPA stopped sending 
out the notices back in December. That's the 
same time the Secretary of State's office 
stopped sending out license plate renewals 
to cut costs. The EPA notice is sent out four 
months in advance, which means vehicle 
owners are only now feeling the effects. 
 
 
The Secretary of State is still sending out 
electronic notices for both the plate renewal, 
which includes information about whether 
or not a Vehicle’s Emissions Test is required 
before the vehicle registration can be 
renewed. The Illinois EPA is exploring 
options for electronic emissions 
notifications, including possibly 
consolidating the notifications with the 
Secretary of State's Office. 

 
You can sign up to receive plate renewal e-
notices here:  

https://www.ilsos.gov/greenmail/ 

 

 

 

Social Security Scam 

(Courtesy of Consumer Reports) 

If you’re receiving Social Security or have 
relatives who are, you’re going to want to be 
aware of this hot new scam.  

People are getting emails that pretend to be 
from the Social Security Administration 
(SSA) with the subject line “Get Protected,” 
according to the Federal Trade Commission.  

The gist of the e-mail is that the government 
is offering to protect your personal info and 
prevent people from stealing your identity.  

The text in the body of the e-mail may 
mention the Safe Act of 2015, which gives it 
an air of legitimacy. There is also a link you 
can click on to get the supposed protection 
being offered by the SSA.  

But you know the drill by now: If you click 
on that link that supposedly takes you to the 
SSA site. A key logger virus is downloaded 
on your computer that allows crooks to 
gather your personal info as you type.  

You’re also redirected to what appears to be 
the SSA site where you’re prompted to 
register for more info on the special 
protection plan. Doing so only further gives 
the crooks the personal info they need to 
steal from you.  

So this e-mail is the exact opposite of what 
it pretends to be! It’s not from the 
government, and it’s definitely not to protect 
you. It just another attempt by crooks to 
masquerade as the good guys and steal from 
you.  

Unfortunately, Social Security recipients are 
the most at risk in this scam, and they’re 
also the most likely to be trusting and 
comply with what the crooks want. It’s your 
job to make sure you protect any senior 
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loved ones who may get this e-mail.  

If someone has already clicked on the link in 
these e-mails, then their computer needs to 
be wiped clean with an antivirus program.  

Be careful. Be aware. The government is not 
sending these e-mails. Those who do send 
them are causing the very havoc they claim 
to prevent!  

 
CLUB ROOM NEWS 

Brett Hallongren, Club Room Manager 

Happy Spring! 

As we pull ourselves out of the winter cold, 
the American Legion Club Room welcomes 
back everyone who has been hibernating this 
winter. 

This spring and summer we will be adding 
new furniture and a bar area to the outside 
patio in cooperation with Canal Shores. The 
patio will be staffed and open on select 
Friday and Saturday nights throughout the 
spring/summer with a special Canal Shores 
“First Friday” food event fundraiser the 1st 
Friday of each month. Check out the 
announcement video screen in the Club 
Room for updates. 

If you are thinking about holding an event in 
the Hall this spring or summer, please let me 
know as soon as possible. Most of our 
Saturdays through June are now booked 
with only a few openings available. I would 
recommend, as we get busier, that you 
reserve space about 2 to 3 months in 
advance. 

Presented by ChicagoBluegrass.com we 
welcome Jeff Burke to the Legion for a 
Bluegrass Jam Class. Direct from Nashville 
he utilizes the world famous Wernick 
Method to teach you how to Jam bluegrass 
style. Class will be held on Wednesdays 
from 7:15-9:45pm with the first session 

beginning April 27th and ending June 22nd. 
For more information and to sign up go to 
http://jamclasses.drbanjo.com/en/jamclasses/
jb-2016-04/class_page/ . Space is limited, 
and we expect to sell out quickly so don’t 
delay.  

If you haven’t been up to the Club Room for 
a while, come up and check out the changes. 
We have a new dart board, a fantastic new 
neon sign on loan from the Covington’s, 
new vintage Legion decoration on the walls, 
and a new big screen TV over the bar. 

As always, let me know if you have any 
questions or comments. You can leave a 
message at the Post 42 phone number or 
email me at 
ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com. 

 
 
GOLF NEWS 
 
For our golfers, there will be a Winter Golf 
Shoot-out Breakfast, 10:00 AM Cost $10.00, 
(tentatively scheduled for 14 Feb) and a 
Cross-country Golf (tentatively scheduled 
for 3 Apr), both of which will be held at 
Canal Shores.  
 
In May, our annual Twilight League Golf 
Season will begin.  There will be an initial 
meeting, date TBD with more information 
being provided. 
 
Later on in July, we will be holding our 2nd 
annual Post 42 Michicot, WI Golf Outing 7-
10 July.  For more information, please check 
our web site at evanstonpost42.com or send 
an e-mail to evanstonp42@gmail.com, 
attention Greg Lisinski. 
 
 
WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE 
 
The Winter Clothing Drive is over. We 
have, for the second winter, partnered with 
Jessie Brown VAMC in Chicago. From 
December through mid March, Post 42, 
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participated in collecting clean, serviceable 
winter clothing for both male & female 
homeless veterans. Although it was a 
relatively warm winter, there are many 
homeless veterans that are warmer because 
of your donations. In addition to clothing, 
we also collected serviceable shoes, boots, 
luggage, backpacks and duffel bags so that 
the homeless can carry their belongings with 
them. Thank you to all that donated! 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
July 1st will start our new membership year. 
Legionnaire dues are now $40 with SAL and 
Associate memberships remaining the same.  
We ask that you help us by renewing your 
memberships promptly….which you can do 
by either coming up to the Post or your can 
renew online at www.evanstonpot42.com  
by following the links.  For Associate 
Members, after renewing online, your 2017 
membership card will print out for you upon 
completing the renewal process.  We also 
have a program where you can earn a 
membership pin if you recruit a new 
member for the 2017 membership year.   
 
When you visit us online you will find all 
the latest info, upcoming events, Post news, 
and a wealth of other information.  For those 
who are more technology adept, we can also 
be found on Face Book.  

www.facebook.com/EvanstonPost42 
Please note that we are no longer using PO 
Box 42 as our address.  Please address all 
correspondence to: 
 

Evanston American Legion Post 42 
1030 Central 

Evanston IL 60201 
 
E-MAIL UPDATES 
If you know of anyone who is not getting 
Shrapnel or other correspondence from the 
post, ask then to send their e-mail address 
to: evanstonp42@gmail.com.   
 
Thanks for you help! 

 
Daniel J. Kelley 
Squadron Commander 
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POST 42    DATES TO REMEMBER 2015-2016
Note: Some Dates are subject to change and marked “tentative.”

PLEASE NOTE REVISED MEETING TIMES!

April 7   General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)

April 20   7th District Meeting at Post 42 @ 7:30 PM

April 28   Board Meeting 7:30 PM

April 30   Rebuilding together Service Project (Tentative)

May 3   Twilight Golf League TENTATIVE

May 5   General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Post Everlasting - Food afterward 

May 7   7th District Kentucky Derby Fundraiser

May 14   Spaghetti Dinner and Fundraiser (Time TBA)

May 18   7th District Meeting at Morton Grove Post 134 @ 7:30 PM (Post Everlasting)

May 25  Poppy Day Can pick-up, after 3PM

May 26-30   Poppy Day Collection

May 26   Board Meeting 7:30 PM

May 28   Grave Decoration Day Memorial Park, meet at East lot, 9:00 AM

May 30  Memorial Day Ceremonies Memorial Park (East Lot) 8:00 AM

   Fountain Square 10:30 AM

   Refreshments served after ceremonies at the post

June 2   General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)

June 4   1st Division “Mini-Convention” Location TBA

June 14   Flag Day – Flag Ceremony to Retire Tattered Flags 6:00 PM at Post

June 15   7th District Meeting at Morton Grove @ 7:30 PM

June 23    Board Meeting 7:30 PM

July 4   4th of July Parade Assembly begins 12:30 pm at starting point Parade at 2pm

July 7   NO General Business Meeting

July 7-10    Post 42 Golf Trip, Michicot, WI

July 28   Board Meeting 7:30 PM

August 4   General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)

August 14    Post 42-SAL Golf Outing and American Legion Picnic

August 25   Board Meeting 7:30 PM


