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“COMMANDER’S CORNER” 

Serving Veterans – Mentoring 
Youth – Supporting Your 

Community 

The Christmas Holidays are behind us, and I 
hope everybody had a glorious Christmas 
Holiday. The New Year is about to begin 
and there is a full schedule for our Post.  The 
Post 2015-2016 Calendar is on the insert in 
the Shrapnel. 

To start the New Year, on Sunday, January 
10th 2016, our Post will be hosting the
“Illinois American Legion Family 
Membership Caravan.” The National Vice 
Commander, Dave Gough, will be the 
special guest and speaker at the stop at our 
Post. The Caravan is scheduled to arrive at 
5:00 pm, and dinner will be served. If you 
plan on attending the meal, please, 
PLEASE, please R.S.V.P. to John Fitts at 
630-842-9517, prior to Thursday, January
7th.

On Sunday, February 7th, join us for the 
“Super Bowl Party,” starting at 2:00 pm. 
Tickets will be on sale after the first General 
Business Meeting of the year, Thursday, 
January 7th, at 7:30pm. New this year, there 
will be a chili cook off! This year’s TV 
raffle will be for a Samsung 50” 4K 
Television! Squares will be available for 
$15.00 each, after the January General 
Business Meeting. Good Luck! 

On Sunday, March 12th, we will be enjoying 
our annual St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef 
Dinner and introducing the sixth recipient of 
the Richard Huck Award.  

The ideal recipient of the Richard Huck 
Legion Spirit Award is not necessarily an 
officer or holder of office in the Post, but 
rather a post member who displayed the 
principles of the American Legion by active 
participation in Post programs and activities 
in a manner that distinguished that 
Legionnaire above others.  

Post members are invited to nominate a Post 
42 member who in their opinion has 
displayed the principles of the American 
Legion by the Nominee’s active 
participation in Post 42 programs and 
activities in a manner that distinguished that 
Legionnaire above others. Nominations can 
be sent to the attention of Greg Lisinski 
through American Legion Post 42. 

Take a look at the calendar in this issue, and 
schedule yourself into attending one or more 
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Commaner’s Corner 
Greetings fellow Lgionnaires & SAL 
Members,   

I would like to thank all who attended 
the annual Picnic. Despite the last minute 
date change & the ominous looking weather 
earlier in the day, it was a good turnout! 
Special thanks to Tony Switzer who chaired 
the Committee, & our grill meisters, Mike 
Wojciechowski & Greg Lisinski. And a very 
special Thank You to Troop 3 Scouts, their 
leaders, Cub Pack 903, their leaders & the 
myriad of behind the scene volunteers that 
made the Picnic happen! 

If you loved the food at the picnic, you 
haven’t tasted anything yet. Coming to the 
Post on Saturday, 31 October 2015, the 
infamous Old Fashioned Pancake 
Breakfast. All you can eat Pancakes, Eggs 
to order, Sausage, Juice, and Milk & Coffee. 
All proceeds benefits Evanston’s local 
charities, area VAMC’s & Fisher House.    

The National American Legion has 
passed a $5.00 per capita increase at the 
National Convention, just concluded in 
Baltimore, Maryland. This will bring the 
total per capita sent in with each 
membership processed to $31.00, up from 
$26.00, effective with any cards processed 
by National on or after 20 January 2016.  

All 2016 memberships processed by 
National before 20 January 2016, will be 
processed at the $26.00 per capita rate. For 
those Legionnaires who are annual 
memberships, be advised that annual dues 
will be increased to $40.00 as of 20 January 
2016. In order to help mitigate the price 
increase, Department has instituted a 5 year 
plan, where you can pre-purchase the next 
five years at the current rate of $35.00,for a 
total of $175.00. 

We are still looking for “a few good 
men/women” for the open positions in the 
Post Leadership roles. The more members 
we have involved with Post operations, the  

less work one individual will have to do. 
Get involved and share the load! 
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events or meetings.  Looking forward to 
meeting you this New Year! 
 
To all members; Legionnaires, Sons of the 
Legion, Auxiliary, and Boosters, I wish for 
you and yours, a very Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous New Year. 
 
 
 

 
 
FROM YOUR SAL 
COMMANDER 
 
In the weeks to come, you may notice some 
of the Holidays are here, and I want to 
extend my best wishes to all of the 
Legionnaires, the Sons of the American 
Legion, and their families. Our Post and our 
Squadron have made progress during 2015, 
but there are new challenges and 
opportunities ahead of us in 2016. 
 
On January 10, 2016, at 5PM, Evanston Post 
42 has been selected to host the National 
Membership Caravan. Volunteers are 
needed to assist as Post 42 serves supper to 
the visiting dignitaries and guests. I would 
like to have the Sons of the American 
Legion assist at this event. 
 
Squadron 42 is on track to set a new 
membership record. We have added over 
forty new members and currently have over 
one hundred members. Our membership 
goal is to surpass 122 members, which was 
last year’s total. Other challenges are to 
develop active members who participate in 
activities and volunteer their time and 

support the Post and the Squadron and their 
charities. One cause for concern is the 
pattern of lapsed members – many persons 
apply for membership and fail to renew after 
their initial year is up. For example, 
Squadron 42 has met its 2016 membership 
goals to date due to the arrival of its newest 
members. Approximately, thirty-six 
previously enrolled members have not 
responded and paid their 2016 dues. 
Renewal notices were sent out in July. 
 
Active membership is not merely confined 
to paying dues. Volunteering and 
participating in activities are equally 
important. The annual Super Bowl Party and 
the Winter Golf Shootout are rapidly 
approaching. I hope that you will sign up for 
these events. 
 
You may notice that the redecorating of the 
clubroom and the assembly hall which has 
been undertaken in advance of the National 
Membership Caravan. The American Legion 
was established in 1919, and our Post 
received its charter during that same year. 
Appropriately enough, numerous 
photographs, awards and exhibits from the 
early, formative years are now on display. In 
the clubroom, you can see an autographed 
presentation of photograph of Charles G. 
Dawes, which is addressed to his 
“comrades” in the Evanston Post. Dawes 
was an Evanston resident who served as a 
Brigadier General during World War I and, 
subsequently, was nominated for Vice 
President and elected along with President 
Calvin Coolidge. 
 
I anticipate that the Squadron will hold a 
series of business meetings on a quarterly 
basis during 2016. A formal announcement 
will be forthcoming shortly.  
 
Daniel J. Kelley 
Squadron Commander 
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Service Officer James Farley 
 
VETERANS ACTIVITIES 

Bowling and Pizza Party with the Veterans 
on Jan 13, 2016. 

So when is the last time you picked up the 7 
– 10 split? Is your bowling ball still 
gathering dust in the back of your closet? 

How would you like to join Post 42 
Legionnaires and the Lovell Hospital 
patients for a night of bowling and pizza? 
We would like a good turnout. Get in touch 
with Jim Farley (720 244 7241) if you 
would like to come. 

 
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
  

Resolutions 
We’ve all made them and we’ve all had 
some degree of success or failure in keeping 
them. Our intentions are good, but our poor 
methods may be the reason for that beaten 
path to failure in those resolutions. To be 
sure, I have stumbled and fallen short on a 
number of my resolutions. Particularly those 
that were centered on “the self.” You know 
them. Weight loss, healthy eating habits and 
more exercise are set up for self-
improvement. All noble pursuits, but I’ve 
had more success when my resolutions were 
centered on “the other.” 

Could we be resolute (very determined.  
Merriam- Webster) in 2016 by offering our 
time, talent and treasure to others. How 
wonderful it would be to direct our 2016 
determination /resolutions to extend a loving 
hand and heart to others in need.   

    Maybe we could:  

 Practice patience  
 Write a letter, note or e-mail to an 

old friend 
 Take an interest in what young 

people do 
 Do simple things without being 

asked for someone 
 Volunteer at a local food pantry 
 Listen more than you talk  

God bless and Happy New Year, 
 
Chaplain Karl Z. Kuhn 
 
 
POST 42 CLOTHING DRIVE 
  
American Legion Post 42 is participating in 
a winter clothing drive to support Jesse 
Brown VAMC. 
 
We are collecting clean, serviceable, warm 
clothing, including boots & shoes for the 
homeless veterans.  
 
Both women's and men's articles of clothing 
are being requested. 
  
Sweaters, sweatshirts, coats, shirts, jackets 
any and all warm clothes will be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Additionally, small suitcases, backpacks, 
handbags etc. are also being solicited, for 
the homeless to carry their clothes. 
 
So, let's go through our closets, basements & 
attics and gather up the clothes you no 
longer use or fit into & bring them to the 
Post. 
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Personnel from Jesse Brown will make as 
many pick up trips as we need to serve their 
homeless veteran population. 
 
Clothing may be dropped off at the Pulaski 
room between 3:00pm and closing, seven 
days a week. 
 
"Veterans helping veterans"! Let's not let 
anybody be cold this winter! 
 
 
VETERAN LEGISLATIVE 
ISSUES 

Who is a veteran? 

This is a question that is, and should be of 
concern for anyone who has served either in 
the Reserves or the Guard.  Per Federal 
regulations to be classified a veteran you 
had to have 180 days of continuous active 
duty, not including basic training or tech 
school. What this means is that for many 
Reserve and Guard service members, to 
include current, former, and retired, they do 
not have ‘Veterans Status” in the eyes of the 
Federal Government. 

A Military Coalition, an umbrella 
organization for 34 military associations and 
veterans’ groups, has restarted a lobbying 
campaign for the new Congress and will 
push for passage of a bill to alter the 
definition of “veteran” for the more than 
200,000 Reserve and National Guard 
retirees. 

The House in the past has passed this 
legislation twice…..each time dying in the 
Senate.  Now, on the eve of Veterans’ Day, 
2015, the Senate finally passed a bill with 
language to grant “honorary” veteran status 
to as many as 200,000 Reserve and National 
Guard retirees — those not deemed veterans 
now because they did not serve a qualifying 
period of active service under federal orders. 
The House is expected to adopt similar 

language soon, either by passing a 
standalone bill “The Honor America’s 
Guard-Reserve Retirees Act (HR 1384), or 
by mirroring Senate action, that is, adding 
language to give these retirees veteran status 
as part of a larger catchall bill of veteran 
initiatives. 

Advocates say that extending veterans status 
to reserve component retirees would open 
the door to more benefits. Proponents say 
the bill specifically states that those to be 
honored as veterans in the bill “shall not be 
entitled to any benefit by reason” of it.  
Specifically: 

(Sec. 2) Any person who is entitled 
to retired pay for non-regular 
(reserve) service or who, but for age, 
would be so entitled shall be honored 
as a veteran. 

A person shall not be entitled to any 
benefit by reason of such recognition 

In other words this bill would NOT allow 
Reserve Component Retirees to use the VA 
for medical benefits nor enjoy preference 
points in competing for federal jobs. 

The Congressional Budget Office is 
persuaded by the current legislation, scoring 
the bill, as written, “cost neutral.”   

“To call yourself a veteran is one of the 
highest honors you can have after you leave 
the military. It’s an acknowledgement of 
one’s service,” said Anthony A. Wallis, with 
the Association of the United States Navy. 

Most of the retirees targeted by the bill 
served in an era when it was commonplace 
to complete Reserve and Guard careers 
without active service. That’s almost 
unfathomable today given Guard and 
Reserve operations since 9/11. 

The current bill would only extend veteran 
status to reserve component retirees, not to 
any of thousands of Reserve and Guard 
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personnel who left before competing 20 
years and earning retirement. 

Veteran Designation on Illinois 
Driver’s License or ID Cards 

The veteran’s designation will help ensure 
our military veterans receive the services 
and benefits for which they are entitled. 
First, veterans must visit their nearest IDVA 
Veteran Service Officer and get their DD-
214 certified. Then the veteran may apply 
for a new, renewal or updated driver’s 
license or ID card at any Secretary of State 
Driver Service’s facility. There is no 
additional cost for first-time driver’s license 
applicants and renewals, but if a veteran 
chooses to update there’s a small charge. For 
more information, veterans may contact the 
IVDA at 1-800-437-9824 or visit 
www.illinois.gov/veterans. 

To obtain a "Veteran" designation on your 
Driver's License or State ID card you must:  

 Be an honorably discharged U.S. 
Veteran. 

 Take your DD-214 or Certification 
of Military Service (NA Form 
13038) to your local Illinois 
Department of Veterans Affairs' 
Office to have a certification stamp 
placed on your DD-214 or Form 
13038. 

 Bring the certified DD-214 or Form 
13038 to any Secretary of State 
Facility to obtain the "Veteran" 
designation on your Driver's License 
or State ID card. If the "Veteran" 
designation is added during the 
renewal of your Driver's License or 
State ID card, there is no additional 
cost. If a veteran chooses to add the 
designation before their scheduled 
renewal date, they may obtain an 
updated Driver's License for $5 and 
an updated State ID card for $10. 
Veterans over the age of 65 can 
obtain an updated State ID card at no 
cost. 

To find your nearest Illinois Dept. of 
Veterans' Affairs office or to request a 
replacement DD-214 or Form 13038, please 
call 1-800-437-9824 or visit: 

http://www.illinois.gov/veterans/. 

 
What’s Ahead for 2016?  
 
For our Legionnaires who currently receive 
a military pension or other benefits, 2015 
saw some of the biggest changes to the 
military retirement system in a generation 
finally come to pass. While the changes 
largely will affect only new recruits in 2018 
and later years, Congress approved a major 
overhaul to military retirement in this year's 
defense bill, cutting their future retired pay 
by 20 percent and asking them to help fund 
their own retirement via Thrift Savings Plan 
accounts. 

2016 is already shaping up to be the year 
where every military beneficiary - past, 
present, and future - could see dramatic 
changes to their health care benefits with the 
Armed Services Committee leaders already 
tipping their hand in this year's Defense 
Authorization Act. 

As the report language indicates, and as we 
have seen in the past, nothing about the 
current system will be sacrosanct when 
lawmakers examine TRICARE - and neither 
will your wallet. 

Proposals earlier this year recommended 
scrapping TRICARE altogether, forcing 
beneficiaries into plans similar to those of 
federal civilians or even into Obamacare, 
imposing significantly higher fees, and 
means-testing TRICARE and TRICARE For 
Life (TFL) benefits so beneficiaries with 
higher incomes would pay even more. All of 
those and others could be on the table again 
in 2016. 

Proponents of big TRICARE/TFL fee hikes 
are hoping you'll get tired of writing your 
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elected officials and just accept the changes 
proposed by the Pentagon.  Many of our 
Legislators see DoD and our military service 
members, former, current, and future as 
potential resources to fund non-discretionary 
programs.  This is in part that we, who have 
worn the uniform, represent less than 1% of 
the total population going back to our 
Founding Fathers and of that, less than 18% 
of the less than 1% actually complete a full 
20 years career.  When you add this to the 
fact that only 19% of our current Federal 
Legislators have actually worn the uniform, 
you can see how imperative it is that you get 
involved. 

So the question is: How prepared are you to 
protect your and your families' interests? 

We've seen from years of experience - and 
direct feedback from legislators and their 
staff - that volume of correspondence 
counts! When legislators get tons of mail on 
a topic, the vast majority will not ignore 
their constituents. 

This isn't just a “defending our rice bowl” 
issue. Sustaining a top-tier health care 
benefit (and other benefits) for career 
service is a necessity, not an option.  

We need everyone to become 
knowledgeable and take a position to 
combat the proposed changes to our benefits 
coming in the New Year. There are 
numerous resources that are available to you 
to keep informed. From Legion.org to other 
veteran organization sites, all one has to do 
is sign up and you will be notified of any 
new issues or legislation as it is proposed 
and you can decide on what it is you want to 
support. Feel free to contact us at 
evanstonp42@gmail.com if you want more 
information or to learn how to become more 
active. 

 
 
CLUB ROOM NEWS 

Brett Hallongren, Club Room Manager 

Happy New Year! 

We have had a great 4th quarter in the Club 
Room with numerous parties, fundraisers 
and Bluegrass concerts packing the house.  
Income is up significantly and everything is 
coming together nicely. As we move into 
winter, Club Room activity will slow down 
a bit however we are still booked with 
various parties in the New Year. 

I would particularly like to thank Chip and 
his family for all of the work they have done 
to bring world class Bluegrass music to the 
Legion. The concerts are always amazing 
and certainly an asset to our small corner of 
Evanston. I lift my cup of Glӧgg to you. 

I would also like to welcome Dan Bulf, the 
new Business Manager with Canal Shores. 
In the coming months he will be working on 
new events for the course as well as various 
other projects. We already saw a new fat tire 
race come to the course and due to the 
exposure for the Legion have booked the 
event sponsors in the hall for their holiday 
party. 

A big thank you to Neil for putting up all of 
the Christmas Cheer, Dan Fleming for 
continuing to help unclutter and upgrade the 
Club Room, Commander Brusek for 
providing me with the opportunity to serve 
as your Club Room Manager and the many 
other people at the Post who have been 
supportive and understanding as I keep 
making changes.  

I look forward to a fantastic 2016 for the 
Club Room and Post 42.   

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you 
have any questions or comments related to 
the Club Room. You can leave a message at 
the Post 42 phone number or email me at 
ClubManager@EvanstonPost42.com. 
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Club Room Monthly Raffles 
 
The Club Room has instituted a monthly 
raffle to all Post members who partake in the 
amenities of your Post Lounge.  Whenever 
you come to the Post, either for an event, or 
simply to have a beverage, you will be given 
a raffle ticket that will enter you into the 
monthly raffle for a bottle of cheer.  You 
need not be present to win.  The drawing 
will be held at the end of the month and the 
winner will be notified.  For the Month of 
Nov, 2015, Nat Franke won a bottle of 
Absolute Vanilla flavored vodka. For Dec, a 
bottle of Three Olives Tart flavored vodka 
was won by Bob May. 
 
 
GOLF NEWS 
 
For our golfers, there will be a Winter Golf 
Shoot-out Breakfast 10:00 AM Cost $10.00 
(tentatively scheduled for 14 Feb) and a 
Cross-country Golf (tentatively scheduled 
for 3 Apr), both of which will be held at 
Canal Shores.  
 
In May, our annual Twilight League Golf 
Season will begin.  There will be an initial 
meeting, date TBD with more information 
being provided. 
 
Later on in July, we will be holding our 2nd 
annual Post 42 Michicot, WI Golf Outing 7-
10 July.  For more information, please check 
our web site at evanstonpost42.com or send 
an e-mail to evanstonp42@gmail.com, 
attention Greg Lisinski. 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
We are now well into our new 2016 
membership year and for those of you who 
have renewed, thank you, your prompt 
renewal is greatly appreciated! If you have 
not already done so, dues are now $40 since 
our per capita has increased nearly 20%. We 
also have a program where you can earn a 
membership pin if you recruit a new 
member for the 2016 membership year.   

 
    We can be found at 
www.evanstonpot42.com  When you visit 
us, you will find all the latest info, upcoming 
events, Post news, and a wealth of other 
information.  For those who are more 
technology adept, we can be found on Face 
Book.www.facebook.com/EvanstonPost42  
Please note that we are no longer using PO 
Box 42 as our address.  Please address all 
correspondence to: 
 

Evanston American Legion Post 42 
1030 Central 

Evanston IL 60201 
 
 
E-MAIL UPDATES 
 
If you know of anyone who is not getting 
Shrapnel or other correspondence from the 
post, ask then to send their e-mail address 
to: evanstonp42@gmail.com.   
 
Thanks for you help! 
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SHRAPNEL is a publication of Evanston Post 42, American Legion, all rights are reserved. 
 
2016 Legion Year Officers   - Post 42 
Commander   James M Brusek           773-262-4726 
Senior Vice-Commander VACANT              
Junior Vice-Commander John Fitts                                         847-842-9517 
Adjutant   Greg Lisinski                                   630-309-8074 
Finance Officer Dan Fleming         847-769-5242 
Service Officer James Farley         847-866-8486 
Sergeant at Arms      VACANT          
Chaplain   Karl Kuhn                       773-286-2002 
Past Commander  Greg Wilson                                  224-381-5010 
SAL Commander  Daniel Kelley            847-226-3652 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Adam Kwiecinski Michael Wojciechowski Kim Cook Tony Switzer Art Saunders   
Newsletter Editor: Dan Fleming 
Contributions are always welcome.  Contact Dan Fleming (847) 769-5242 or by e-mail at evanstonp42@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shrapnel 
American Legion Post 42 
1030 Central St  
Evanston, IL 60204 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                  DELIVER TO: 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 



POST 42    DATES TO REMEMBER 2015-2016
Note: Some Dates are subject to change and marked “tentative.”
PLEASE NOTE REVISED MEETING TIMES!
September 3, 2015      General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)
September 16      7th District Meeting at Lincolnwood Post 7:30pm
September 24      Board Meeting 7:30 PM
October 1       General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)
October 9      Glow-Ball Golf Tournament 7:30 PM
October 21      7th District Meeting 7:30 PM
October 22      Board Meeting 7:30 PM
October 31       Pancake Breakfast 7:00 AM to 1:00 PM Cost: $7.00 (6 and under, free)
November 5    Monthly Meeting 7:30 PM Food served afterward
November 11    Veterans Day Ceremonies Fountain Square 10:30 AM
November 15    Thanksgiving Meal for Lovell-North Chicago VA Patients (call post to volunteer)
November 18    7th District Meeting at Morton Grove Post 134 7:30 PM
November 19    Board Meeting 7:30 PM (moved to adjust for holiday)*******
December 3   General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)
December 13    Post Christmas Party 2:00 PM.
December 17    Board Meeting 7:30 PM(moved to adjust for holiday)*******
January 7, 2016    General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)
January 20    7th District Meeting at Morton Grove Post 134 @ 7:30 PM
January 28    Board Meeting 7:30 PM
February 4   General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)
February 7   Super Bowl Party 2:00 PM (until game is over)
February 14   Winter Golf Shoot-out Breakfast 10:00 AM Cost $10.00 (tentative)
February 17   7th District Meeting at Evanston Post 42 @ 7:30 PM
February 25   Board Meeting 7:30 PM
March 3   General Business Meeting 7:30 PM
March 12   St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef Dinner and Richard Huck Award Dinner Cocktails at 5:00, Dinner at 6:00
March 16   7th District Meeting at Morton Grove Post 134 @ 7 PM
March 24  Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
April 3     Cross-country Golf (tentative)
April 7     General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)
April 20   7th District Meeting at Post 42 @ 7:30 PM
April 28   Board Meeting 7:30 PM
April 30   Rebuilding together Service Project (Tentative)
May 3     Twilight Golf League TENTATIVE
May 5     General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Post Everlasting - Food afterward 
May 7     7th District Kentucky Derby Fundraiser
May 14     Spaghetti Dinner and Fundraiser (Time TBA)
May 18     7th District Meeting at Morton Grove Post 134 @ 7:30 PM (Post Everlasting)
May 25    Poppy Day Can pick-up, after 3PM
May 26-30   Poppy Day Collection
May 26     Board Meeting 7:30 PM
May 28     Grave Decoration Day Memorial Park, meet at East lot, 9:00 AM
May 30    Memorial Day Ceremonies Memorial Park (East Lot) 8:00 AM
   Fountain Square 10:30 AM
   Refreshments served after ceremonies at the post
June 2     General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)
June 4     1st Division “Mini-Convention” Location TBA
June 14     Flag Day – Flag Ceremony to Retire Tattered Flags 6:00 PM at Post
June 15     7th District Meeting at Morton Grove @ 7:30 PM
June 23     Board Meeting 7:30 PM
July 4     4th of July Parade Assembly begins 12:30 pm at starting point Parade at 2pm
July 7     NO General Business Meeting
July 7-10    Post 42 Golf Trip, Michicot, WI
July 28     Board Meeting 7:30 PM
August 4   General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)
August 14    Post 42-SAL Golf Outing and American Legion Picnic
August 25   Board Meeting 7:30 PM


